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TO THE PUBLIC. 



I AM happy to find that my proposition for publish- 
ing** Science Revived, or the Vision of Alfred," has 
met your approbation and encouragement This 
beautiful Poem, the production of the Rev. J. 
Sympson, being my first publication, I have en- 
deavoured to present it to the public in a handsome 
and superb style. I shall not enlarge upon the 
difficulty of the undertaking, as my only wish is 
to eicpress my gratitude. The strongest proof that 
I can adduce of the liberality of the public, is to 
announce that the subscription list is decorated 
with the most respectable names, and that I have 
been honoured with all the encouragement that my 
most sanguine hopes could anticipate. I flatter 
myself that this work will be found not unworthy 
of the society into which it is introduced. Of this, 
indeed, I will venture to assure my subscribers 

and the public, that although the subscription list 
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bas been fully completed^ no expense or trouble 
has been spared in the prosecution of the work to 
render it entirely worthy of the generous encour- 
agement it has received. 

I cannot close this address without expressing 
my gratitude to a generous and enlightened pub- 
lic, and to their inspection I now submit this 
work, hoping that in the perusal of it they may 
find complete and entire satisfaction for encour- 
aging 

Their most obedient 

And humble servant, 

John Wilson. 




AD VERTISEMEJsTT. 



IN the foUoi^g Poem I have introduced 
supernatural a^nts, a species of embellishment 
to which Criticism has given the name of Ma- 
elunery. My supernatural agents are denominated 
Sylphsy though I have represented them as pos- 
sessing qualities, and ]>erforming offices different 
Irom such as have been hitherto assigned to tliose 

— — Gay creatures of the element, 
That in the colours of the rainbow Uv^ 
And play Tth' plighted clouds.* 

This liberty I thought might be taken with- 
out violation of propriety, as Sylphs are beings of 
modem invention, whose characters are not yet 
fixed like those of Pagan Mythology, from the 
mention of which the reader would now turn away 
with contempt. 

* Urtilton's Comus. 



8 ADVERTISEMENT. 

The end of Poetry is to please, and to pro- 
duce this end Fiction has ever been consider- 
ed as the most efHcacious means. It has with 
trutli been styled the soul of Poetry, and its in- 
fluence will generally be proportioned to its bold- 
ness and originality. 

Nevertheless, when a work of novelty is at- 
tempted, a work with machinery unlike whatever 
has preceded it, care should be taken to unfold the 
plan in a manner natural and easy, that the mind 
of the reader may be grudually disposed to that 
state of acquiescence and assent, without which a 
fiction perfectly new can scarcely hope for a fa- 
vourable reception. Whether I have succeeded 
or failed in this must be left to the determination 
of tlie reader. 

There are many topics connected with Science 
and the Arts, of which no mention is made in the 
ensuing Poem. I deemed it more expedient to 
leave it defective in this respect than extend it to 
a tedious prolixity. 

Such as it is I now submit it to the inspection 
of the Public^ neither elated by confidence, nor 
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lifquieted by an useless anxiety for its success, 
rheie is some merit in the wish to please. Should 
the attainment of this wish be denied me, I shall 
console myself with reflecting that the time be- 
■towed on my work has been passed, at least not 
dishonourably, in endeavouring to excite the love 
of Knowledge, of Liberty, and of Virtue. 

I must not conclude without observing, that 
the Notes annexed to the Poem are not calculated 
fcr the information of the learned ;-»there are, 
however, many to whom they may be useful, as 
they principally consist of short biog^phical 
iketches of such benefactors to Science as are to 
adintry readers less generally known. 



CANTO I. 



THE ARGUMENT. 

ALFRED the Great supplicates the Goddess of Science to 
descend and enlighten the world, of which the greatest part was 
dien buried in the darkest shades of ignorance.— She hears his 

prayer ai^ appears accompanied by innumeraUe crowds of 
Sylphs.— Her speech to Alfred.— He, in reply, declares his admi- 
ntMn of the Sylphs, and expresses a wish to be acquainted with 
dieir history.— The Goddess, in compliance with this wish, de- 
■eribes them to be spirits, the shadows or representations of 
material things, and relates several particularities concerning 
diem.— She then exhorts him to prepare for lus journey to the 
Fabee of Genius. 



SCIENCE REVIVED. 



CANTO I. 

I^CIENCE-! to whom the Virtues owe their Krth, 
With erery pleasing grace that gladdens earth, 
Pore effluence from thVtcrnal source of day ! 
Descend, and with thy animating ray 
Break the deep gloom that ignorance has spread, 
With raven pinions, o*er an age of lead. 
Mankind beheld thee once o'er India glide, 
like the broad stai*, that raising from the tide 
Its dripping circlet in th'autumnal sky 
Pours sparkles newly burnished on the e>-e. 
ChakUea then, and Egypt^s fertile pkin 
Bloomed with rich sweets beneath thy i)caccful rei^ni. 
To happy' Greece tliy flight was next addres&M ; 
She saw thee ligliting on Hymettus' In^ast, 



u 



Blithe as the mom, with hand luuparing^ strew 
The orient gems of intellectual dew. 
And lastly finora the towers of Rome unfurlM 
Thy banners wavM o^er half the western world. 
Now, Goddess ! let thy charms on A11»od shine. 
For all the charms of elegance are thine ; 
In Albion rude and uninform*d $• long 
Wake the fair maids of moral truth and song, 
With every liberal art: nor to one isle 
Bound the sweet influence of thy genial smile ; 
But circling with thine arms the globe embrace, 
From Ganges to the Thames, the human race. 

llius ALFRED, first of kings, his suit preferred 
With fervid zeal ; nor was the suit unheard. 
For as beneath an elm^s thick boughs he lay, 
Spent with the early labours of the day, 
His eyes half shut, what time the noontide heat 
Of summer urgM to seek a cool retreat. 
With purple streams the cope of Heav'n was dyM 
While, Arom a fleecy cloud that openM wide, 
A Goddess slowly dawning on the view 
To earth with sloping lapse obliquely flew. 
High in a curve, behind her, wav'd her veil, 
And her long ringlets floated on the gale. 
A wreath of stars with curious skill disjrasM 
The polish'd ivory of her brows inclosM : 
Seen ftom afar they intermixed their rays, 
CausM by the swiftness of her flight to Uaze ; 
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Bat ^minting; as ahe check'd her speed, 

0«Te ALFRED in resplendent types to read 

These gloTioii^ words in measur'd verse expressed, 

Ijet man revere my Godhead and be blest. 

Beneath her gently swelling bosom shone 

The mild effulgence of a crystal zone : 

Symbol of spotless truth, it charm'd the sight 

"With purest quintessence of liquid iig^t. 

A golden key from her white fingers hung; 

And negligently round her arm was flung 

A duplet form'd of interwoven flowers, 

9iidi as are culled in Heaven's unfading bowers, 

Inmiu r ta l amaranth, the sweet reward, 

DITith which she crowns the studious sage or bard*) 

Meantime, above the raee of mortals fiur 

A thousand thousand Sylphs disport in air. 

fltnmge to relate! their speckled wings display, 

Pencil*d in all the radiant tints of day. 

The shapes of every ot\ject seen below ; 

Bright as the archetypes the figures g^ow. 

8adi downy portraiture was once the boast (A) 

Of the new world, on Meueo's rich coast ; 

For, when the favouring winds and surges bore 

Iberia's sons to that devoted shore, 

The hapless natives undebauch^d by art,] 

1b kindness and simplicity <^ heart, 

T« buy the fiiendship of the strangers sought. 

With glossy plumage into pictures wrought. 
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Vain w bk ! dissolve the rocks and soften steel, 
But hope not harder avarice can feel. 

As choice directs they move. Some onward fly, 
Till heaven absorbs them from the straining eye. 
Some closely shave the ground, and some in rii^ 
Around the Goddess shake their little wings. 
Mixt and convolv'd some flutter overhead. 
And a gay shower of glittering colours shed. 
Their forms, so finely was the texture spun, 
Ev'n where they crowd the most, transmit the tUB. 
And still as on the buxom air they danced. 
Sunk or shot upward, vanished or advanced, 
The skies grew mild by endless pinions fknn'd, 
And their fiiint shadows chequer'd all the land. 

At length the heav^-desoended Power h«r feet 
Resting on earth approach'd the Prince to greet. 
Her sandals fram'd of glittering silver drew 
A trail of light, but never brush'd the dew ; 
She skimm'd so smoothly o'er th^unprinted ground, 
While fragrant essences were breath'd around. 
Her limbs the hand of harmony confessed. 
Seen through the mazy foldings of her vest. 
In all her gestures dignity and grace 
Reign'd, and proclaimed her of etherial race. 
Intelligence, Uke day-light from the sphere, 
Beamed in her eye with ray serenely clear* 
But not like winter suns that often shine 
Dazzling and cold. Benignity divine 
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IiMpirVl her kwki with ammatkm wami. 
Add ote e%eh ftatore spread a nameless charm. 
At thus the spoke, the Monarch on ho- tongue, 
Wa.\L in a tnnee of mute attention hung. 

* Lo, Prinee! in part assentiiigto thy prayer, 
3eienee has left the bahny fields of air: 
Bat here I stay not : Heav'n forbids my stay, 
For who would now to Scioice homage pay ? 
The natioiis slumbering in oUivicm deep, 
tfwakM, would seal the eye again in sleep. 
Thy loul ahme with generous ardour glows, 
Akne th*exalted bliss of wisdom knows. 
While other kings, in love with mental nig^t. 
Shrink fiiom die slightest glimpse of Learning's li^t, 
Thott guard*st with growing zeal the hallow^ fire, 
Thatelie would on nune altars quite expire. 
ET*n hiM now delays her stream to see (B) 

Another beauteous Athens plann'd by thee. 
Sttdi warn devotion well my grace may claim, 
And thy reward shall be immortal fimie. 
B«t firom its fetters to release the mind, 
Inthedark caves of Bigotry confined. 
And pferoe with Reason's beam the solid gloom, 
Comports not yet with Heav^*s unchanging doom. 
Hereafter at the period fix*d by Fate, 
Hie fon of knowledge, in resplendent state, 
IMipening Gothic fbgs, his orb shall raise, 
And poor abroad the intellectual blaze i 

B % 
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Crowds to my shrine shall fresh invenlioiu bring. 
The sage read moral lectures, poets nng? 
The breath <^ eloquence the bosom fan. 
And rouse the spirit of regenerate man ; 
Truth, Freedom, Virtue from the skies descend 
And I with Time himself my rdgn extend." 

The hero thus replied. ** Celestial g^est ! 
'Without whose radiance Nature pines unblest, 
May years and ages roll with speed away. 
Till Heav*n shall give a sanction to thy stay. 
Reviving are thy glories to the sight, 
As streaming through the dark the beacon^s light 
To the tost ship, when o'er the deck each wave 
Bursts, and deep yawnii^, shows a watery grave. 
Forgive my fond inquiry, ^nd explain 
What unknown beings these that swell thy train. 
Spirits they seem from earthly substance free, 
For through their shadowy wings the clouds I see. 
In ev*ry motion what harmonious grace ! 
What quick intelligence in ev'ry fkce ! 
In sportive mazes some around us fly. 
While others in the sapphire of the sky 
Melt from the view. MKne eager wish indulge. 
And the whole history of the race divulge."— 

^ ALFRED! the wish that in the bosom bums," 
The Goddess with a rosy smile returns, 
" I blame not. Only those whom Folly blinds, 
Would check the ardour of inquiring minds. 
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Know then these forms of unsubstantial fraior, 

Ijght M Arachne^s web, and swift as flame, 

That wave thro* heave's high vault their pictur'd wing<. 

Are airy images, and shades of things. 

For Dougfat on this terrestrial ball apjiears. 

But boMti its conscious semUance in the spheres. 

The gMM material part to earth is chained, 

While ibe free spirit revels unrestrained. 

Thiitnith to thee so wonderful and new 

The Figan ages indistinctly knew. 

Grceee, and Ausonia taught by Greece assign'd 

To each corporeal form a ruling mind. 

O'er the steep mountain sprightly Oreads stray *d, 

And Dryads tripp'd beneath the oak*s broad shade. 

The smallest rivHct flowM not, but a nymph 

Slept on its verge, or wantcmM in its lymph. 

Tritons were crowded thick in Ocean's caves, 

And Uuoey'd Nereids rock'd upon his waves. 

Jove and lus consort melted in the showV, 

And Flora streak'd with tend'rest tints the flow'r. 

Roug^ Earns roird the tempest down the dale, 

And Auras fluttered in the gentler gale : (C) 

Loose flew their purple veils, in arching pride, 

Wlule Zephyrs, sick with love, around them sig^'d. 

Men deemed that o'er the valley, mountain, wood, 

light breeze or tempest, gurgling rill or flood, 

"WhateVr the woiid below the mooo contains 

Tnie to his charge a kindred being reigns.*' 
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** Tlioagh Heav^ to days of old no more allowed 
Than just to see coni\u*d]y through a ckmd. 
In the vast n>gi(nis of unbounded space, 
Beyond the broad Atlantic, dwell a race, 
Rambling through wilds and deserts yet anknown, 
(hi whom the truth with purer ray has shone. 
The King oi Nature, other light deny*d, 
With this sole light has evVy want supplyM. 
They mitigate the sharpest pangs of grief^ 
And soothe thdr labours with a firm belief. 
That all the various objects earth can show, 
The ambient air above, or deep below. 
All things produced by Nature m by Art, 
Soon as the texture of the mortal part 
Is rent by dire mischance, or worn by time, 
Transmit dieir shadows to an happier clime ; 
The land of souls, where man again shall view 
Bird, beast and plant ; whatever on earth he knew, 
Whatever has ceas'd to l»«athe, whatever decay'd^ 
£*en the rade bow and shaft his hands have made. 

** SbouM I their pow^ endeavour to unfoM, 
The sun would set, and half remain untold : 
Hiey roam the whde creation, and with ease. 
As Fancy prranpts, assume what bulk they please* 
Hast thou not seen, at summer's evening hour, 
When darkness throws her mantle o'er thy bow'r, 
An heedless moth his mealy wings extend. 
And round the taper rashly wheeling bend ? 
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Dmled u firom the flame be now retires, 

And now advancing winds msae narrow {^rrev 

A trembling tpeck upon the pannd fUls, 

Ora broad image dances on the walls ; 

So these fight flexik children of the ikies, 

A« svits them best, contract or stretch their size. 

* Sometimes, to warn proud cities of thnr fate, 
Their shapes to bulk enormous they dilate, 
Spread o*erthe beav^ and, in divided crowds, 
Ptaat the Are shock of armies on the doi^ 
'Where airy knights the mortal firay provoke. 
In horrid drdes mingling stroke with stroke, 
Steeds msh through tooken ranks, and chariots roll 
Their wheds ot fire alcmg the glowing pole, 
TO! the iHiole galaxy so white before 
Is heapU with dead, and stain'd with purple gore. 

** Oft, when their forms to small dimensions shrink^ 
The swain beholds them neara fountain's brink, 
As wilder*d in the wood^s peiplexing maze. 
Far finm the cheerful haunt of man he strays; 
While weary Nature deeps, and o*er the plains, 
The dread sdlannity of silence teigns. 
Dim is his view ; for though the orb of night 
Sheds o'er the yellow groves tmclouded Ug^t, 
And much he longs to gain a glimpse m<ne dear, 
Ks hesitating steps are checked by fear ; 
So home he hies, and tells that he has seen 
A band of fidrics dondng on the green. 
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<' The nobler tribes, whenever they chance to meet 
A mind of larger compass, to the seat 
Of knowledge crowd, and, train succeeding train, 
0*er the bright mirror of the crystal brain 
Glide on expanded wing, and gliding show 
Thdr lucid figures in the lake below ; 
And when they wish to leave impressions strong, 
Dip the quick pinion as they glance along. 
With fair ideas thus the soul is fraught. 
And thus with all the ener^es of thought, 
A Tast exhaustless treasure ! whence the sage 
Draws the wise maums that adorn his page, 
lYhence eloquence derives her swelUng stream. 
And the fond bard his visionary dream. 

" While these to Reason's throne obtain acoest, 
And many an image on the mind impress, 
Fart offices of less distinction choose. 
The menial train of Learning and the Muse. 
Some, as my votaries o'er the volume bend, 
Their silent progress down the page attend. 
And with soft touch that just the paper heaves, 
Give to the hand the gently parting leaves. 
Others enamour'd of a nobler task, 
Screen'd from the view, beneath their eyelids btsk. 
And still, as sparkling passages invite. 
On the lov'd spot detain the rays of sight. 
Oft as the artisan, whose skill provokes 
Life to come forth, and boldly meet his strokes. 
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Piepues thedements of light and ihade, 

Gfty eokmn tempering, some his toil to aid. 

Swift as the meteor's glance, through ether fly, 

And squeeze ftom morning's dewy locks a die 

More nth, or studious of a true design 

SBs pendl teach to draw the flowing line. 

Nor fiul they, when his lyre the master takes. 

And the sweet shell to sweetest sounds awakes, 

PerAM on his hand, with matchless skill to bring 

Each rapid finger to the destined string. 

Henee through the chords a thousand ways he blends, 

No jarrimg note the polish'd ear offends ; 

Tlie tides of rapttue smooth and equal roll. 

And all Elysium opens on the soul. 

<* But the whole race, with lofly scorn, avoid 
The tittle mind in search of wealth employ'd ; 
Vor will they ddgn to ray the slightest tmile 
On the mean man of artifice and guile ; 
Or him, who slumb'ring in monastic gloom 
Anticipates the torpor of the tomb. 
Th' exaked breast that to their grace aspires, 
Ifost feel an energy that never tires, 
A T^;*rou8 force, an animating flame. 
That, in the keen pursuit of honest &me, 
Impek the champion, ev'ry rival past. 
To hM the contest with himself at last. 

^ But since the world beneath a deluge mourns 
Ftmr'd by dull Ignorance from leaden urns, 
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And scarce an olive's branch is seen to i)cep 
With cheering green above the shoreless deep, 
Rest on the fkce of earth they seldom find. 
But sail on balanced pinions down the vind. 

« Yet still to thee, whose prudent steerage guides 
The ark of Knowledge o'er the whelming tides, 
Hid from terrestrial eyes a c rowd repair, 
And watch the precious freight with pious care.* 

She spoke, and thus the Monarch made reply, 
Superior pleasure glist'ning in his eye. 
" Blest powV of Science ! praise from truth to hear 
And sure thy voice is truth, delights mine ear. 
Nor blame my joy, for praise by all mankind 
Is deem'd the wish of ev'ry nobler mind. 
What of these airy beings thou hast told 
Transcends the fables sung by bards of old ; 
Yet, though a tale so strange awake surprise, 
I nothing doubt, fbr Sdence never lies. 
But when will come the era of thy sway, 
Th'auspicious morning of the mental day. 
When Knowledge o'er the nations rising briglit 
Shall bless thy realms with intellectual lig^t ? 
Declare, for thou cans^t Fate's dark volume read. 
What gnreat events shall to the period lead." 

Then thus retum'd the Goddess. " In the spheres. 
Its massy walls a gorgeous palace rears. 
Where Genius, from the earliest birth of Time, 
Thron'd upon fire has rcigu'd in state sublime. 
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O'er tlie huge ^le a dome of ample size 

Swdk proudly to the summit of the skies. 

Wiihin the dcnue resides the God, aiid poun 

Large inspiration through two neighbouring tow*rs, 

Whence in proAise redundancy it fells 

On the fiur Sylphs assembled round the walls. 

The breath of prophecy was thus conveyed 

In Ddphic temples, to the P3rthian maid. 

My task is but to name the scene required. 

And straight the Sylphs with duteous ardour fir'd, 

To fimn a numerous host together flock. 

And pinion within xiinion closely lock, 

A tissue weaving where in one design 

Myriads (rf* beauteous images corobiue. 

The figures fluctuate as the sea unfix'd, 

Till, from the whole hanuoniounly commix'd, 

&ome action, or event beneath the sphere», 

Sketeh*d in its native shape and hue appeal-;!. 

Perhaps a bard, or highly favoui'^d sage, 

Once in the circling period of an age, 

Has entrance gaiiiM, and from the roof descrit-d 

Things past or future strutch'd in prospect wide. 

TIRESIUS there and THAMYRIS of old 

Grew prescient, and the will of Fate foretold. 

The Samian on the lofly tow'rs was taught (D) 

The love of privacy and silent thought. 

The generous soul ZAMOLXIS there imbib'd, (£) 

Who to a savi^ nation laws prescribe. 



TMnce SOCRATES wiih npmic bnt Ui eje, 
A^ lamM for Vinne'j ukc u UiEond dk. 
CONFUCIUS there, (DhI (ken AURELIUS luod, 
The wor1d*i great aevereienf yet leii ^rax thut gwd- 
Tlien with the itrength of haviily ngfat iDdutd 
UinitteiBble HODden ORPHEUS ikw*!!, 
'Wbose VHig describes how HTtht m formleu heip, 
Fim rose eiueri^g fioDi ttte gLoamy de«p. 
There miBhly HOMER. Iheie the Mamnui Swain, 
While iiupiruiun throbb^ in ev'rf vein, 
FMt the quick growth of t^raus e^ win^ 
And dnpiJf * purerlymph than Fhodan spriogt. 
]^v'nnaw&on>Hei?eDlhevthisgo1deDkeff 



Jd pus the gulf of interptuing BIT. 
Tlie God will wipgi upoD thy flight be 
And I the DeiKil patbi of ether show 
END OF CANTO L 



CANTO II. 



THE ARGUMENT. 

THE fli^t of the Goddess and ALFRED through the im- 
mense regions of space.— -Their arrival at the Palace of Genius.— 
A deseription of that deity.— His speech to ALFRED.— The 
aUegorieal beings by whom he is encompassed.— An account of 
fleven personages seated on seven thrones around the great hall 
of the pabee.— The Goddess and ALFRED ascend to the top of 
•De of the towers of Speculation. 



I 



CANTO, n. 



s. 



IHE eeas*d, and by a secret force his limlw 
BuoyM from the ground, th'astonuhed hero swims 
On air^ toft billows. In the eye of day 
Throaghtfae receding clouds he wins his way, 
OMiquely wheeling tow'rd th'etherial clime, 
With speed so rapid that the skill of Time 
Despair^i to count the motion. By his side 
On Tiewkts pinion soar'd his beavUy guide. 
As thinugh the bhie profundity they pass'd, 
A fearftd look the King beneath him cast, 
And nw the convex worid of land and main 
Stretch^ into one interminable plain, 
Wheie spots of vapour slowly gliding made 
A wavering chequer^oric of lig^t and shade. 
A txannent glance again he downward threw, 
Wheneurdi oontracted into narrow new 
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I B BmHl] rftdiant circlet, like tbe moon 

L^ on nL^rer clouda ax nigbCs pak wnta^ 

ig S>1pbi pnnue on wings of gold," 

a ^IdIk thv mounting juur infi^d- 

'nl the iun't brigbl path the pomp auoiili, 

I itKiDg yglit o'er powetM not ALFRED'S eft^ 



And inura point, that trcmbM fhm nbr 
With the kxuc qnridei of a donbtfol star. 
Ai digtaneo waaM its lualre ti> absorb, 
Blaz^i mmd atid ipacioos as the aolar oilf- 
Tfcns br tbE spirit of the god Smpeird 
llieyto the pole tbdr airy voyage hfld. 
Where, on the utmost coufinei of the ikiei. 
The tumts of a glorious structute iw. 
The pile a rock of alabaster seems. 
And huge as Tmerifl; nhen the morning heami 
Gild the white mists that clolhf his nuddle Bleep, 
While hii ihrad lummit o'er the iut(ject deep. 
Frowns thicai'oing nlitL Darkling lu his ohl^ 
TIh; hoWfai mariner looks Op afraid. 
And with cepmted i-ows invokes tho falait 
To till Che shroudf, and valt him u&Jy put. 



And ihe nholccoi 



1)9 of the wi 



31 



nigh iwdHng o'er the rest a central dome 

FarmM like the boasted cupola of R<Hne, 

In all the pride of majesty and gn^aee, 

HearU its rotunda to the end of space. 

Stupendous cdumns fac*d the front below, 

Shading the portal in a stately row. 

Hewn from the solid ether ev^ry stone 

Distinct with veins of lwaT*nly beauty shonp. 

Each side was bounded by a towV, whose height 

lied with the dome, and mockM the strength of sight, 

llie dull contracted sig^t of mortal men, 

But powV divine bad sharpen^ ALFR£I>*S ken. 

Ckwe under one the agile forms of things. 

Balanced in air unfold their painted wings, 

And still as Genius breathes prophetic fire, 

With diligence and zeal that never tire. 

Show wondrous pictures, and forestall the date 

Of cmlM^-os slumbVing in the womb of Fate. 

Beneath the other, should the God ordain, 

With equal skill they rabe the past again : 

Henoe both are through the wide creation fluu'd. 

And h(*iice the towers of Speculation nain'd. 

Now ALFR£D and his guide their flight suspend, 
And on the steps before the gates descend ; 
Tet, ere their feet the poUshM maible found. 
The gates self-moving opi> with dreaiUhl sound. 
The temple echoes ; not so deep and loud 
The thunder rumbling from the xivea cloud. 



ut dukM «iLli ridi inlaj 



uiu UHKber heav^ ippr*r\L 





And Time wouMliw, ho.^.er nrift hi. flighl. 




And unigkl beheU ■ ipbetcor fin Ihn tilu<d 




FnU in the smtR of the ipuiooi ball, 


Thkll dulbis B™ iU .irf«e .h^uoT fl»» 


Tlrousilh^.holep.lu*. Ol><heKlD.uw<i» 







Et^ whilft Ihey itrike with m^ iit gHtom pk 
PJaiji wu hia nbe, udt u he tdot^ Iu« bur 
TKAui'd its cmiiiig hjitiiuhi in dr. 
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Hii eyes, beneath deep arching brows, in shade. 

Shot brighter beams, and keener sense displ«f*d. 

Thoueh tmper'd with benignity, they sent 

A glance that through the breast of ALFRED went, 

And searehM his inmost soul. Not heaven's own ftre 

Darts with such force along tliVkctric wire. 

So firand by pnxrf* unequal to the view. 

Bold as he was, the Prince his looks withdrew. 

Then loud, though as the sweetest murie clear. 
From the h^ dome, a voice invades hb ear. 

* ALFRED ! thine eyes have now beheld the powV 
"Whoae secret influence rul'd thy natal hour, 
Hfbo fir'd thee, in the eariy dawn of youth. 
With the pure love of Knowledge and of Truth ; 
Hfbo rousing all its energies inclined 
To patriot zeal the biass of thy mind ; 
Breath'd a fi«e spirit, bade thy soul revolve 
Heraie schemes, and stainp'd the firm resolve 
Deep on thy breast. Nor have my cares been vain ; 
Tliy youthful strength luu crush'd the savage Dane, 
Full fifty times his thickest battle torn, (A) 

And Victor)-^ standard through his k^;ions borne, 
Th^audacious hopes of fierce invasion quelled, 
And rape and rapine from the land espelTd. 
Now Wisdom's gentler lore, and counsels sage 
Shed a mild lustre o^er thy riper age. 
To Science now thy vows are all address'd, 
Science, by whom alone a state is blest, 
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Science the olgect <^ my wannest lovr, 
"With whran I daily rapturous pleasures pnnra, 
"Who of my kingdom shares an equal part, 
And still shall reign sole empress c€ my heart. 

** Go then beneath her gmdance, andbdiold 
All that high Heaven allows us to unfdd. 
And much high Hear^ allows. Be her*s the task 
To solre whaterer may solution ask ; 
To pour discernment exquisitely fine 
Along thy nerves of vision shall be mine. 
Hence many an object by o'erruling Fate 
Reserved for periods of remotest date, 
Before thine eyes shall pass in clear review, 
Without the aid of euphrasy or rue. (B) 

Soon shalt thou lost in joy and wonder see 
The grand accomplishment of Heaven's decree, 
When Europe^s sons shall catch the gcn'rous flame, 
A love of Knowledge^ Liberty, and Fame ; 
And while they spread from breast to breast the ray, 
Up the proud steep of Glory urge their way. 
Pi«eminence by different paths they reach, 
As I a different impulse give to each. 
Some bid ReUgioii stand to view confessed 
Freed from the load of Superstition's vest : 
Soft on the eye her native beauties break, 
An holy transport glist'ning on her check. 
With mimic features some the canvass warn, 
Of finish'd grace disclosing ev*ry charm. 
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Some, vhose impftsrion'd breasts the Muses fire, 
Wake the sweet ^irit of thluurmonions lyre, 
And the Maud airs of poesy dispense, 
Bafan to the soul, and fragrance to the sense. 
With search unwearied others trace the laws 
Of Tarious Nature to th'etemal cause. 
To earth once more divine Astrsea call, 
And in her hand the scales replace, while all 
Think fbrthemselves on Reason^s sacred plan. 
And claim the just prerogatives of man.** 

He ceas'd to speak, yet still was heard the sound ; 
Bedonhling echoes roll'd it slowly round 
The hall's capacious concave. Thus the deep 
JjofDg after every wind is lull'd to sleep 
With hoarse vcuce murmurs. Tumbling to the shore 
AU night the multitude of surges roar, 
The bark with dangerous motion reels, the sail 
Ko more distended by an equal gale. 
Flaps loose, the mast is rock'd from side to side. 
And the planks start, and drink the gushing tide^ 
Tin morning soothes the Ocean's troubled breast^ 
And all his weary waters sink to rest. 

Again the Prince, with hesitating awe, 
Rais'd to the vault Ids aching sig^t and saw 
Four guardian spirits, round the burning shrine. 
Hang pois'd in air, or on soft clouds recline ; 
While Sylphs beyond them, fluttering through the dome 
Find for their coontleM mTi^ads straitened room. 
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Placed on the right vat Memory, with whote eye 

The Ijux's piercing beam in vain vonU vie. 

She niaiks the Sylphs with oft repi'ated gaze. 

While her swift pendl oVr a tablet strays, 

In tints that &de not emulous to trace 

The names and figfures of the motley race. 

The pow V of Judgment on the other hand 

V-Taltf^J sits, and stretching forth a wand 

VTith look of stem severity, prescribes 

His rank to each, and marshals all his tribes ; 

Still as he points th'observaut crowds obey, 

Divide, advance, or vanish faraway. 

Taste underneath was negligently laid. 

To mortal eyes a dim discovered shade; 

For only Genius clearly can bdiold 

Her light form cast in Beauty's perfect mcmld. 

Above wild Fancy spreads before the view 

Her banners g^y with ev^ry vi\id hue, 

A thousand shapes in wanton play assumes, 

And shakes a thousand sparkles from hir plumes ; 

Less numerous those the mimie meteor flings: 

Fanned by the waving of her active wings 

TVith fiercer flame the throne of Genius gkm-s, 

Who on her sport a smile of pleasure throws. 

But ALFRED feeling now th'inspiring gcid 
>Vith firmer step along the pavement trod ; 
Yet as the hall he with his g^uardian crossed, 
He seem*d amid the vast rotunda lost. 



And as his eye on diffVent objects glanc*d, 

Deep admiradtm er'ry sense entraiic'd. 

But seven bright thrones, that in a circle blaz'd 

Round the proud dome, his wonder chiefly raised. 

At equal distance all aloft wereplac'd. 

And all with more than regal lustre grac'd. 

Wrou^t in the loom of heav'n o'er ev'ry throne 

Broad camq^es of purest sapphire shone, 

And seats of solid opal sparkled gay 

With the rich diang<bs of etherial day. 

Each bore a form of godlike shape and air, 

Aug^t as Genius and as Science ftiir, 

F<n: Science erst conceiv'd th'immortal race, 

When Genius dospM her in lus wana embrace* 

Logic of aspect serious and sedate 
Sustained himself erect in formal state. 
His syllogistic balance high displayed. 
In each resplendent scale a thought he laid ; 
For thoughts more incompressible than wuid 
The subtile magic of his grasp can bind. 
But, as their bulks are never quite alike, 
Upspringing sudden one the beam would strike, 
Could not his art, before the beam is stirred. 
With substance drawn from each compound a third 
Whose welV4idjusted pressure rarely fiiils. 
In equal poise, to regulate the srales. 

Next in the circle Rhetoric was seen. 
Of softer look and more engaging nuen. 

D 



A nbc, m tAich, br Tmk md Fuer ttni^t 

riowM in icduDdutldduigi w liii fe«i 

VUle pTDddtr enuDent ftbavc hii «al 

The Tidiuit bow, thitdetki Ae toiu] ikjeai 

^Ing^d er^ fiplrc tritli cdeilisi diis. 

A me nooil aeu lum flill cf cboicst Sow'n 

Tlut with 1 tib^Aj hud be mund bim ihov'n : 

In capiooi b«pi tlwT an the pnemenl bll. 

And beftlhe debeiaut frtcnaee diioufb tlie hiilL 



Tbe UDvaiiei awl fUl'd lier beutr kind 
Tne'dmuiysairvT, ind miay ■ dnwiec ifua'd, 
Wbik OB ber bieut, u ehuce hrrrebe imnll^ 
The ume of EUCLID Bun'd is bumidi'd gM. 

Amwiomy the Khig't utioitioD drew- 

TQi»*TdBhr«adi(ni,thatlbTDii^ i1r viodowi bUi^dt 
One hud Ibe tube of GALILEO ru^ i 
Hie other pvip^aa^ieit- Tn betpi UMmd, 



39 

dnet. TliymlnoriTnitli, stood near, 
lie dee^glake, as OTstal elear, 
etmm'd^ts native diape and air 
mten&t deform'd or fldr. 
e gloss that Flatterjro^er ^emffings, 
fbaigUi*B hoes, how chang*d weie thingsl 
•a toaeh'd fay Circe*s magie rod, 

daves, and slaves eimoUed trod 
pott. Afistake convicted sigfa'd, 
dice renounc'dher stubborn pxide^ 
leber wreaths to other brows transfenr'd 
r bhufa'd to think how oft she err'd. 
innony, with elevated grace, 

' awftil &ther bends her firae. 
If hair fresh gather'd roses bind, 
^ of bay and myrtle intertwin*d. 
le roses as she moves her head, 
' dew*drops on her bosom shed, 
he soul enchantii^ shdl sustains, 
responsive to her vocal strains; 
I, as die vocal raptores swell, 

1 accordant raptures ftmn the shell, 
r tunes die melting notes ,her sire 
irongfa her breast his animating fire ; 
the praises that to eadi beltmg. 

to sacred transport by the song 

' d^ects her tube to hear, 

her daek'ning grasp dismiss'd the sphere. 



En modHi ejFa dudaV Ibe moM tfHan'it, 

Forin tlwirlu 

On ber nft lip,}«uig Hi^c, her duliiit: cfaiM, 

Tow'rd the ftmd molher nmcli'd in umi ud imil'i 

^mpUeily biz inliali^ Hrnbt hud dreo^d 

In the lotqc (bMa of ui tuupotud vttt- 

A gem tbM nnee with JOHNSOH't nune hu thco^, 

£io^p( thii whf n her nd tdittljoaa nn. 
On Ihe foul crinw> uid miieriei ofnun, 
Awnhtt geui woutd «n her tbeek qifwir, 
ThH gnu of pumt wiier, Pii^'i (ear. 

At lei«1h. the King directed by bit pule 
The pmtiili of the injninow^ deteritd ; 
In kdvene qoartdiBf The temple plac'd 
The nhti of ftetted gsU awb (Nhei&a'd. 
Sirdgfai uthenoRhmdacirtheTbeiidthcirin], 
rornow theFMexvAu'daloBgaritiyi 
But u iloi» apFed hy humin nept ii mulf , 
The queen la ALFRED lent«leftid »idi 



41 



She riez*d his hand, and woadVonsto relate! 
A few ihiMt moments brought him to the gate ; 
For die rast coneave of the dome ihey pass'd. 
Swift as the shadows fly before the blast. 
Tow*rd the strong lode her key she then extends, 
That vacant ^aees sbow*d at bodi its ends:> 
The diflTVent spaees own a difTrent powV ; 
Theseope the northern, those the southern tow*r. 
Ko check tibe motion ot the key retards, 
Easy and smooth it winds among the wards; 
The sprii^ gives way, the bolts are backward roU'd^ 
And the brood doors to right and left unfold : 
The doors on adamantine hinges hung, 
Throngh die wide hall in dea£*ning echoes rung. 
Within, a curious flight of stairs was foimd 
Raised to the roof in many a s^ral round; 
But swiftly gliding up the long ascent, 
Withoata step, the Queen and ALFRED went. 
Thus by the potent breath of winter caught 
The Ain dry leaves in whiriing circles float, 
Till gathering thidcer, as tibe storms arise, 
Thednsky eddies half conceal the skies. 
Thus when Aurora Inds the worid awake. 
From the flat marsh, the river or the lake. 
In wreaths alow carting mounts a cloud of steam 
Bright with reflection of the solar beam. 
So wheePd aloft by gently fimoing airs 
They pass the giddy windhags of the stairs, 

D 2 
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Nor staid, till on the turret*s utmost height^ 
Beyond the walls, in open air, they light. 

£ND OF CANTO IL 



CANTO III. 



THE ARGUMENT. 

A prodigioas host of Sylphs at the command of the Goddess as- 
semUe before her.— She directs them to form representations or 
pictures of the principal events destined to be subservient to the 
advancement of civilization and knowledge.— A view of England 
invMted by WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR, and the battle of 
HastingB. — The observations of the Goddess on those events.— The 
influence of the Popes in promoting th^ Crusades^— The book con- 
dndes with some remaxks made by the Goddess on the introduction 
of the learning of the Saxacens into Europe. 



CANTO in. 



N. 



OW ALFRED o'er the battlemenU reclin'd, 
Cast down his eye, in prospect unconfin'd. 
Another sun, with horizontal beams, 
On the smooth marble of the palace gleams. 
And other planets wheeling round the sun 
Through vacant space, in wide cllipsb run ; 
Tet for his native earth he looks in vain, 
No traces of the littie orb remain. 
Though not a vapoury speck obstructs the sight, 
And all the liquid ether flames with tight. 

Her hand the goddess wav'd, a well-4aiown sign. 
And straight obedient to the call divine 
The Sylphs, iVom diflTrent quarters of the sky, 
Crowd urging crowd, in long suceessioo fly. 
The mjrriads, hov'ring thick'on evVy side, 
The glaring sun beneath their pinions hide ; 
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Yet the same Sylphs that intercept his ray- 
Shed fipom their glossy plumes a softer day. 
Not tints of half so exquisite a g^rain 
Adorn the smallest of the feather'd train. 
The fly-Urds, that in equinoctial isles, 
Where round the year imfai^ipg nature smiles, 
Mid groves of blowing myrrh or citron bow'rs 
Hang o'er the nectar^rimming cups of flow'rs ; 
And while with ceaseless bum the valley rings, 
From the mix'd fluttering of innum^rous wings. 
Whose strokes for sight too rapid seem to bear 
Thdr tiny bodies motionless in air, 
With deep-inserted Inll, delightful toil. 
From the ridi blossom gather balmy spoil. 

But, lo ! in act to speak, the Groddess stands. 
Which soon observed, the party-«o1our*d bands 
With ev'ry mark of reverential awe. 
Orb within orb compress'd around her draw. 
Though countless as th' Arabian sands, or dews 
That Morning from her rosy fingen strews. 
Their ordered ranks they in a moment closer 
For ev'ry Sylph his proper station knows. 
No sounds thkougfa all the crowded host are heard, 
No pinion but with gentlest motion stirr'd ; 
Their soft vibrations fkn the yielding space. 
Just to sustain each spirit in his place. 
At length th'assembly more than midnight still, 
Hie Queen of Sa^ence thus dedar'd her will* 
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** Te Sylphs ! immortal denizens of air, 
Who round the Poet and the Sage repair, 
Tliick as the golden dust, that dancing gleams 
In the white radiance of the solar beams ; 
Te shades ! who, on your variegated wings. 
Reveal in pictures all created things, 
And paint your forms of ev'ry shape and dye 
On the retentive nerve of Memory's eye ; 
Still as you wont, a willing audience deign, 
Kor let me hint the slightest wish in vain. 

•* If e'er before obsequious to my call 
Tour congregated hosts, beneath this wall 
Wedg'd in deep phalanx future ol^ects drew, 
Each figure perfect, ev'ry colow: true, 
Now prove the temper of your zeal ; this hour 
Claims the whole magic of your wondrous pow*r. 
Some amplify your shapes, and some contract, 
As best may suit the characters yon act ; 
Tour fhir enamel'd fans in compass wide 
Stretch, and so gently o'ercach other slides 
The portraits on them pendl'd so dispose. 
So vary, and so range, in serried rows. 
Close as the roof that earthly armies form 
'With sloping shields, a citadel to storm ; 
Let part with part in such accord unite. 
Admit so just a portion of the light ; 
Bid hue with hue so swee% join and blend, 
So rise to day, and so in shades deteend ; 
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That boldly swelling from thliarmonious strife 
Times yet unborn may start to mimic liTe. 

<' Know ALFRED courts your grace. A chief whose name 
Swells in the breath of sublunary Fame. 
While a base age, an object of disgust, 
Grovels with sordid pleasure in the dust, 
And other kings to ev'ry vice are prone, > 
He stands erect, and summons round the throne 
The E^rdian Virtues, tlonour without stain. 
Courage avengpng insult, yet humane, 
Who never strikes, but when th^heroic blow 
Is aim'd by Justice at bis country's foe ; 
The gentle beam of Mercy's glistening eye ; 
Truth that to purchase tife disdains a lie ; 
Resolve adhesive to hb purposed plan, 
With all that softens or exalts the man. 
Nor fails he hourly to my shrine to bring 
Oblations worthy of a patriot king, 
Rewards be-stow'd oA learning. At our hands 
Such high desert no trivial meed demands. 
Haste then, ye Sylphs ! to fan his gen'rous flam Cj 
And teach him still at nobler heights to aim. 
The ftiture Fates without reserve luifold, 
And lost in rapture let the chief behold 
Of mild Civility the glorious Inrth, 
And renovation of his nati%'e earth. 
Show, one by one, the stars that Pow'r divine 
Ordains amid the mortal skies to shine ; 
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aoun by who« spuUing rays the hunum mee, 

Tlvo' the thick gloom, shall Truth andKnowIedgc trace; 

Tin FoUy's tepecixe* pale wkh wild affright 

Bmh to the eaves of everlasting night, 

nnfirantie Zeal in Piety's disguise 

So long trinmphant, venting curses flies, 

hi meat Reason reassnmes her sway, 

In the full splendour of perennial day." 

As when a tempest, with impetuous sweep. 
S^rom Apennine's abrupt and rugged steep, 
Foots o*er Calabria's cultivated plains, 
Where Flora in her richest habit reigns, 
"Whole clouds of blossoms wbirlM aloft in air 
X^eave the torn groves of oranges half bare. 
So when dieir potent Empress ceas'd to speak. 
The mixing Sylphs their ranks confusedly break. 
With seeming negligence, though all was art, 
la diort quick flights they past each other dart. 
The wavering of their pinions discomposed , 
The Prince's sight. His dazzled eyes he clos'd. 
And when he op'd diem, heaven's wide arch was elear'd. 
And &r beld^fVwondrous scene appear'd, 
Stretoh'd into space immense, and varied gay, 
With hill and valley western Europe lay : 
Ob diis side Albion, ai^ her sister isle 
Jm all the charms of silvan beau^ smile ; 
The realms of %K^Qn that. 3etween the shorrs 
The hollow turiSilcnce of Ocean roars. 

E 
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Fraught in the meantime, with a numVous hort 

A galbmt navy ftom the Nonnan coast 

Steers tow'rd the Britkh diffs. The rising blasts 

Swell the bnMul deepening sails, and bend the masts* 

The parted surges dashing hoarse fadow 

0*er the high decks their foam in trarxents throw* 

At length the ships their destined station reach. 

And pour their thousands o'er the slippery beach, 

Warriors and fiery coursers. On the strand 

IndissoluUy firm the legions stand. 

Their banners floating on the wind reveal 

A rich emblazonry. Their mail was steel, 

And steel their spears. In intermitted gleams 

A Uue efiiilgence from the iron streams. 

But soon Britannia's sons, in martial pride. 

Met the stem foe ascending from the tide. 

Dire was the shock ; the conflict long maintained ; 

An arrowy tempest loudly hissing rain'd 

Sharp on each host; the ax with many a stroke 

Shiver'd the helmet ai^ the corslet broke ; 

Grim Horror triumpVd ; Discord^s flaming car 

Whiri'd with impetuous fury through the war 

cyertum'd and crushed whole ranks, while streams of blood 

Dirtain'd the wheels, and quencbM the burning wood. 

The powV of Victory doubtful where to light 

Wav'd her glad wings above, and uig^d the fight ; 

Till the brave chief^ who England's battle led, 

Sunk gash'd with wounds before his army's head. 



\ 
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Fond rout then euten ; pierc'd the squadrons yield 
Scftttcr'd in loose disorder o*er the field. 
iDMtiate Slaughter follows. BrandishM high 
At ev*ry blow her fklchion from the sky 
Wide wasting fidls. Behind her, hills of slain 
"WiOk shattered arms and armour strew the plain. 

The Hero's soul with indignatioa bums ; 
Abmptly to his heavenly guide he turns, 
* I>etested sight ! I see my Albion low 
Subdued and crushed by a relentless foe. 
Are troth and learning thus to nations taught ? 
And thus the wonders of refinement wrought ?*' 

To whom the Goddess. <* Son of earth ! assuage 
Tins sadden burst of patriotic rage ; 
Svents that seem not in thine eyvs allied 
"With Tiewless chains are to each other tied. 
High Heaven, when human hope the least expects, 
Ttom the worst causes draws the best effects. 
Bedoobling thunder, and the lightning's flame 
Brace the lax tone of Nature's languid frame. 
While herds and flocks are swept away, the flood 
Spreads o'er the fields a ferdlizing mud. 
And Ceres nods, where foUow'd by Despair 
Gigantic Ruin drove his ponderous share. 
Thy Albion long, her dauntless sons o'erthrown, 
Bow'd by the yoke of Tyranny shall groan ; 
But Fateev'n when she keenest anguish sends. 
Wields the dire seourge alone for gracious ends. 
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The ricton daUy scatter o'er thy laiid (B) 

The setdsof arts, though with a sparing hand. 
Nay more, a gift that mortals scarce less want, 
Th^ ktterM knowledge in the kuigdom plant. 
Where soon the fiur exodc strikes deep root. 
Opes the rich Moom, and swdls the ripening fhiit, 
Harsh at the first, and little fit for use. 
But time and culture shall exalt the juice ; 
While the rude native, no command tnuugress'd, 
Tastes, feeds, enjoys the retish and is bles^ 

** The &te of Albion then no longer moum'd. 
Be now thine eyes on other visions tum'd." 

He look'd, and saw with mixt delight and dread, 
Full half the globe in boundless space outspread. 
First to mid-heav'n' th'enormoos Alps uprose, 
Shagg'd on the sides with ice and crown'd with snows. 
Beyond them to the south Hesperia lay 
Washed by the Tuscan sea, and Adrians bay. 
All Nature boasts of beauteous or sublime 
Adorns, in endless change, the happy clime* 
The whole a ridge of woody rocks divides, 
Whence many a stream in long meander ^des* 
Here Sapis and the swift Metaurus run, 
lUerc the bright Amo sparkles in the sun. 
But ALFRED fix'd his eye, with earnest gaxe. 
On the grei'n vales through which the Tiber strays* 
Impel ial Rome upon the margin stood. 
And duew htr image on the glassy flood ; 
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Of arCi and adenee onoe the blissfiil seat, 
St^ in decay magnificently great. 
Tact temples lifting high the sculptured wall 
lican from their base, and threaten hideous fidl. 
Trmmphal ardies here with moss overgrown 
Bestride the street and nod, while many a stone 
Starts jutting loose ; and there a colonnade, 

roof^ though now in ruins, wont to shade 
knds of earth, extends its pillarM length ; 
While torn away by Time's resistless strength, 
StaMMNh Aafts, and blocks with curious figures gracVf, 
Becard the passenger's impatient haste. 
Am the Prince look'd revolving in his mind 
The sad vicissitudes of human kind, 
Touch'd with the fate, that waits on all below, 
He felt the tender drops begin to flow. 
But soon, soft sorrow yielding to surprise. 
He saw a gath'ring ^-apour slowly rise. 
Hi|^ and more hi^ the misty column tow*n, 
And o'er the town in thickest darkness lowers. 
While a tall phantom, terrible to \iew, 
Frown*d in the cloud, and with the column grew. 
A triple fold of serpents intertwined 
In many a knot hi« grisly temples bind, 
Gorgonian horrors ! Oft as Zephyr breathes 
Waftmg the smoke aude in curling wreaths, 
Half lost the spectre through his form rcvcab 
A nunnentary glimpse of racks and wheels. 
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The huge colossiu pierc'd the skies at last, 
And a broad shadow o*er the nations cast. 
Hu arms he rais'd, and stretch'd the lett o'er Spain, 
While the right darken^ half the northern main. 
Launched from each arm incessant lightningsiglare. 
And thmiders hoarsely muttoring rend the air* 
He shriekM ; Earth trembled through her inmost caves. 
And Ocean starting backward call'd his waves. 
The Demons, that reade in lowest hell. 
Heard the loud summons of the dreadful yell, 
Kush*d o'er the wwM, and pour'd with subtle art 
Enthusiastic fiiry throu|^ the heart. 
Ev'n those, who in remotest Thule dwelt. 
The dire infection of the firenzy felt. 
The lust of slaughter every botom warms 
And universal Europe cries, ** to arms !" 
Aloft ten thousand gonfalons are rus'd, 
On which the Christian's haUow'd symbol Uaz'd* 
With intermingled gold, and purple wrought 
Loose <m the breeze the streaming glories float. 
Beneath their fluttering folds extended wide 
Flow the Mack surges of the living tide. 
,Swarm after swarm, the myriads eastward haste. 
And pow'rful kingdoms in th^ passage waste ; 
Yet the fell harpy Famine o'er them hangs 
Th^ entrails tearing with her iron fkngs, 
And I^cord lising from the Stygian coast 
Thins with commutual blows the meagre host 
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At length Byzandum^i turrets left, they pass 
The fiu^&m'd straits, and m one mighty masi 
Sweep o*er the Phrygiau phiins witli furious sway : 
In vain wouU Asia wedged iu firm array 
The torrent check. Her squadrons meet repulse. 
But fresh encounters soon the ground convulse. 
Again th'assailants, Asia forcM to yield 
Waste fike a flood of fire th'ensanguin*d field. 
But Victory, though oonstraiu'd by partial Fate 
To lead their trium^is, views them still with hate. 
And hovering o*er their flag deliglits to fling 
A baleftd influence from her crimson wing. 
Overblown the tempest of their rage subsides ; 
Repeated battle sheds their blood in tides ; 
Spent widi long toil their strength and spirits fail, 
While Death above them riding on the gale 
ShowerM on their camp his darts, and grimly langliM 
Pleas'd with th'unerring flight of every shaft. 
The plains fVom S>Tia to th'Ionian coast 
^ow the sad relics of their vanished host. 
Ko fHend vouchsafes their djing eyes to close; 
Kone the last rites of sepulture bestows. 
Bleach'd in the wind their bones the horrors aid 
Of the wide solitude themselves had made. 

An eye of keen inquiry on his guide 
The Sage astonish'd bent. She thus replied, 

<* Tod i^iantom, Prince ! involved in dusky gloom 
Shadows the giant pow'r of papal Rome, 
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An haugbty pawV by Sqpentitioii nun^d. 
And sullen Bigotry of pests the worst. 
On Tiber's bonks the Titan to the doiids 
Lifts his enormous tow*iing bulk, and shrouds 
Ifis head in darkness. Grasping in his hand 
B<dts forg*d in hdl he shakes the prostrate land. 
Taught to suppose, with credence weak and bUnd, 
Heaven's awful thunder to his ann consigned, 
The {woudest kings reverehim as a god. 
Shrink from his fiown, and tremble at his nod. 
Affecting in Religion's name to bless 
The bloody deed Religion would suppress 
Ifis Toice shall rouse a rude unlettered age 
To all the madness of fanatic rage. 
Hence burning with a frantic wish to chase 
Frcmi Salem's hallow'd walls an impious race, 
And purchase fhun the bonds of Sin release, 
By waning for the Prince of love and peace, 
Tom from its basis half the western worid 
Rolls eastward, on the shores of Asia huri'd. 
Where soon Onmtes flows with slaughter red, 
And Pharphar groans surcharg'd with heaps of dead, 
While, as thou seest, beneath the open sky, 
Whitening their banks the bones of myriads Fie. 
" But some, the rocky wall of Salem storm'd. 
And a small transient state in Asia form'd, 
Borne to their native realms, across the main, 
Taste die pure joys oi sacred home again. 



Of theae a few, to whom the Heav'ns dispense 

A mind of larger gnisp, and finer sense, 

Shall to the regions of descending day 

The maids of Saraeenic Ime convey : 

Though part already have the scordiing sands (C. ) 

Of Aiaby exchangM for miider lands, 

BoamM Libyans wilds, and sought Iberia*s shore 

IVliere Calpebendf to hear the Ocean roar; 

The Uaek and ni^;ed Pyrenees have crossed. 

Arithmetic whose vast compatioig powV 

C^an count the dew-drops of the matin hour. 

Her sister Algebra expert to trace 

Truth's devioQs footsteps to her hiding place. 

Astronomy that boasts an heavenly birth, 

JoinM with her spurious child, the pest of eart^. 

One night, as Superstition rangM the air 

He on the fane of Belus saw the fair. 

And pleased to find her darkling and alone 

Rent with a brutal violence her zoiae. 

Of old Astrology was thus conceived, 

Who still ci lies convincM is still believ'd. 

And Chemistry, whose hand of dusky hue 

Gives Nature's elemental forms to view. 

By glowing heat dissolving all the strings 

That bind, in various shapes, the seeds of things. 

When life with ruffled plumes, and labouring breath 

Flutters attracted to the jaws (rf* death. 

Her wondrous art, with connteractiug charms 

llie gaj»ing dragon of his rage disarms, 
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Seals the dire terrors of his gUstening eye, 
And bids his desdn'd prey in safety fly. 
Glad to escape the threatened fate his prey 
Springs to the douds, and tones a grateful by." 

She spoke, and straight the vbion seen no more. 
The S^phs through heaven in all directions soar} 
Not swarming bees so thick forsake the hive ; 
The whole unbounded ether seem*d ahve, 
And kindling, as they passed, pursued their flight 
'With momentary streaks of purple light. 

END OF CANTO IH. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Hie wretched condition of Learning during the fourteenth and 
fifteenth centuries.— The art of making Gunpowder discovered by 
&OGER BACON— Observations on the persecutions to which 
men of science were exposed at that period.— The invention of 
Printing.— The happy consequences of that inventicm.— A per* 
•onification of Discovery.— COLUMBUS arrives at the Bahamian 
Isbiods in America.— VASCO D£ GAMA doubles the Cape of 
Good Hope and prosecutes his voyage to the East Indies.— Refine- 
ment and Knowledge diffused over the globe by commerce. 
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PAUSE of medHation here ensued, 

Bot MMm her speech the Goddess thus renew 'd : 

** This strange destructive mode of Folly past, 

(Her modes shaU vary though herself shall last) 

The long extoit of twice an hundred yean 

One Ueak inhospitable waste appears, 

A barrm sand, where, scarce a speck of green 

Breaks the dull sameness of the dusty scene; 

Yet there Philosophy and Reastm wind 

A silent stream in narrow banks confin'd. 

Kow just perceivM the tiny rivHet glides. 

And now beneath the ground its current hides 

Like Anas in Iberia^ vaulted plain, (A) 

And when it gutters on the sight again . •> 

Malignant Folly deems it sprung froiri Hell, ' 

As BACON, ilkequited sage, can tell, (B) 

Whom Uind with prejudice a barbarous land 

With the foul duuce of sorcer)* shall brand ; 

F 
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Yet, earliest star of Learning's dawn ! I see 
The purest light of Knowledge shine in thee. 
Thou dedicating all thy toilsome hours 
To the deep search of Nature's hidden pow'rs, 
Shalt sulphur, of metallic ores the sire. 
Coal, the black progeny of smouldering fire, 
And lucid nitre, in proportions just, 
€k>mmix, and of them form a subtile dust, 
Whose fury, should a spark however small 
On the dry smutty atoms chance to fall. 
Bursts in explosion terrible and loud 
As the harsh thunder from th'expanding cloud. 
Dfaeovery strange ! that for a length of j-ears 
Sleeps ttnimprov'd, but, when its use appears. 
Men in the arts of Death expert and bold 
Huge cylinders of strongest metal mould. 
In the dire tubes the angry dust inclose 

^ith ponderous iron globes, and on their foes 
By t3lDch of fire discharge them. Forth they fly 
Involv'oKin smoke, and rend the shattered sky. 
With din CHitrageons bearing from afar 
Havoc and ruin through the prostrate war. 
Hence, in tiie storm that shakes th'embattled field, 
Brute forceVand rage to martial science yield. 
Beyond his limits should the Cossac stray. 
The dread artillery sweeps his ranks away. 
Tht* Tartar tribes, who careless of an home 
Between Iroaus and the Caspian roami 
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Success in arms despaired, to sudden flight 

Wheel the swift steed, and g^nash their teeth with ipite. 

" Long Ume the wise reibrmen of mankind 
Shall the same recompense as BACON find. 
For Persecution luiiiing in tlie dark 
Strikes with the surest aim the brightest mark. 
Ev'n in a later and less savage age, 
A kindred fate awaits the Tuscan sage, 
Great GALILEO, whose inventive art (C) 

Shall curious optics to the world impart ; 
Optics that show, at night's unclouded noon. 
The faintest shades that speck the pictured moon, 
Or g^ve the philosophic eye to trace 
Each star that wanders throu^ the depth of space ; 
To catch, ev'n on Creation's utmost shore, 
Dim glimmering atoms never seen before; 
And still enraptur'd, as new wonders rise. 
Read the whole mighty volume of the ikies. 

** Unworthy sight! in thought I see him kneel 
Low at the footstool of besotted Zeal ; 
I hear him sig^ and his swoln bosom torn 
At once by keen Resentment, Pride and SciMm, 
Detesting those who urg^ him to retract. 
And his own meanness in so base an act. 
With faultering vmce pronounce the words of sharn^. 
And the fair Truth his soul adores disclaim. 

** At leng^ thy spectres, Ignorance, shall fly 
Before tte Press, and ease the burtben'd sky. 
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Hail rare device ! to fkvour'd mortals giv^ 
In the foU bounty ci indulgent Heav'n ! 
Oppresaon's tenor. Freedom's surest guard, 
GuUt's sharpest scourge, and Virtue's best reward ! 
Bolts of each shape and size, by Reason hurlM 
From the re<k>ubted engine, shake the woild. 
The small but keenly polishM shafts of wit, 
Launch'd with just aim, the slighter foiUes hit ; 
The cati^ults, with argument's strong Mow, 
lAji hoary Prejudice and Error low ; 
The boldest Vice, without efiect, shall wield 
Agmnst the battery Impudence's shidd ; 
Her broken vizor Fraud shall cease to trust, 
And Pride's high plumes fie scattered in the dust* 

** Retuni, ye Syl^dis ! fhir linages of things ! 
Who bear all Nature painted on your wings ; 
The pleasing magic of your skill renew. 
And give th*Inventor and his work to view. 
A an^le scene, yet thence the world shall date 
Hie birth and progress of an hi^iaer fote. 
The mind from Superstition's chain rele^s'd. 
The beams of Truth a thousand fold increas'd. 
With all the soft Civilities that give 
Its zest to life, and bid it doubly live." 

She ceas'd, and Haerlem straight before them stood 
On the flat mar^ of a lazy flood. 
Bleak was the view. No objects lovely seem* 
Save a few willows that amid the stream 
Dipp'd their lank branches. Through the reeds and sedge 
The breezes sigfa'd, and near the water's edge, 
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Beneath an open shed an artiat planned' 
A curious tablet with industrious hand. 
Small points of different form, in equal rows, 
The roughened texture of his work compose. 
The Genius of Invention, all the while. 
Bent o'er his task, and viewM it with a smile. 
Dexterity supplied her ready aid, 
Quick to his hand the proper types convey'd. 
And helpM to range them. By his nde was seen 
The new-built Press, as yet a rude madiine, 
Within whose frame he with despachful haste 
The finish'd labours of his tablet plac'd ; 
Next spongy balls he o'er its surfhce drew. 
And smear'd it with a juice of inky hue ; 
Last on the letters spread the moisten'd sheet, 
Pull'd the strong bar, and made the work complete. 
Then thus the Goddess. ** Lo ! the mint divine. 
That stamps the sterling gold of Learning's mine. 
And gfives ideal shapes on coin to roll, , 

In rapid currency, from pole to pole. 
Though chance th'imperfect model may produce, 
A keen intelligence suggests, ' s use (D) 

And that L AUHENTIUS firsts suggests, a name (D) 
Bright in the annals of Batavia's fame. 
Nor fogs can damp, nor icy fetters bind 
The pow'r of Genius in a vigorous mind ; 
In Holland's swamps the flame unsullied glows, 
And warms the dismal waste of polar snows; 

F 
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** The glorious engine once to mortah diown, 
O'er the broad earth shall soon be fully known* 
£v'n Allnon, that in space so narrow ties, 
Within her bounds shall see a thousand rise. 
Sheet after sheet with various thought impressed 
Shall fly from north to south, from east to west ; 
The SibyFs leaves b^re the rushing blast 
In Cuma*s cavern flew less thick and fast, 
"niin paper wings shall, o*er the land and main, 
With fluttering motion infknt arts sustain ; 
Wit shall expand from realm to realm his flight. 
And Knowledge drcle free as air or tight." 

*' But ^ill the instrument, celestial guide 1" 
Retum'd the Prince, « be still to good applyM ?" . 
Man prone to evil oft perversely bends 
The choicest Uesnngs to the wont of ends.** 

Again the Croddess. <* No, with side-long glance. 
Low cowering, Slander shaU by stealth advance. 
The battery seize, and thence, with hellish art, 
Shafts dipt in bUckest gaU at Merit dart. 
Thence Prejudice and Bigotry shall pour 
Scholastic jargon in a rattling showV. 
Thus Sense shaU with Stupidity engage. 
Thus Vice and Virtue bitter war shall wi^;e, 
Till the mixt elements fermenting long 
Shall yield at last a spirit clear and strong; 
Till Truth^s exalted ether well refin'd 
From each ingredient of a nrndous kind, 
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From folly's feeulenee, and error's leaTen, 
Shall mount diffused in grateful steam to heav*n.** 
She ceas*d ; and widely seatter'd o*er the does 
The Sylphs in front of every wind arise, 
Vivid and numerous as the beams that play 
Beneath the purple lids of waking day ; 
Or Maia's peariy drops at evening hour, 
When the slope sun shines through the drizzly shower, 
Awhile their fans in wanton sport they move, 
Pleased in the vacaney of space to prove 
Th'unwearied vigour of their graceful limbs ; 
The Hero*8 sight o'erpowex^d with splendour swimi. 
But soon the signal of recal desery'd. 
They downward to their former station glide, 
And, in a moment, stretdi'd to both the poles, 
Stupendous scene ! the vast Atlantic rolls ; 
A world of waters ! heavy, black and deep. 
Tumbled and tost in many a shapeless heap 
By winds that press the surface as they pass. 
And from its bottom heave the yielding mass* 
Far in th^orizon brightening by degrees 
The gay Lucayan islands stud the seas ; 
In robes of never^ading verduro dress*d 
They float like emeralds on the ocean's Iweasti 
Beyond, a towering Isthmus heaven invades, (E) 

Conceals his head beneath a night ai shades. 
Spreads his huge arms with craggy sinews itzoog^ 
/Ind, with a reach immeasurably strong, 
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Connects two continents of Tarions cKme 
Where all was Nature, aimirie and suhUme* 
In clearer view the singe, with ceaseless roar. 
Broke to the west, on Lusitania*s shme. 
Where fom/d of arching rocks abrupt and steep 
AppearM a grot, in which a nym^ asleep 
Bedin'd along the tesselated, ground, 
Ifer shining locks with sea^grten fillets bound. 
A youth of princely mein not far remote 
Strolls on the bt^ch, and lost in pensive thought, 
Oft, as the stealing tide overtakes him, laves 
His unsuspecting foot amid the waves. 
With silent step before the grot he pass'd. 
And, chancing on the Kymph a look to cast. 
The cavern enter'd, softly pressed her hand. 
And bade her eyes unclose with whisper bland. 
Her eyes undoong, on the youth she threw 
A sweet complacent smile, but soon withdrew. 
And lightly sprung into her shell, that stood 
Afloat, and rocking just within the flood. 
As dashing o'er their manes the scattered spray 
l^di oary feet the coursers burst away. 
Impatient of its band her streaming hair 
Starts ftom her neck, and flies al»oad in air. 
Graceful! above the flowing reins she bends. 
And tow*rd the steeds her fair left aim extends. 
The reins are twisted sea^weed strung with pearis } 
A lash of sesHweed in her rig^t she whirls. 



69 



Their spiral conehs attendant Tritons blow, 
While Mermaids in their eoral domes below 
Hear the loud peal, and erowd around in flodcs, 
The brown ooze triekUng* ftom their pendent lodn 
Each to the Po¥r*r respectful homage pays, 
And a rich present in her hand conveys ; 
Transparent ambers, beryls tHig'd with green, 
And pointed crystals beaming rays serene ; 
Bright specimens of all the wealth that paret 
The rugged floor of Ocean*s mighty caves. 
Ocean himself beholds the pomp from fiur 
And bids his surges sink before the car. 
Before the car his surges sinking spread. 
Wide o'er the deep, a smooth unruffled bed. 
On which her rapid flight the nymph pursues, 
And ev*ry gulph and promontory viewa; 
Surveys each pahny isle, and spans the sptee 
However vast, tliat severs place from place. 
Now the light shell beneath th'Equator glides. 
While the sun glitters on the Airrow*d tides. 
Stung by the sharp impression of the thong 
Now tow'rd the pole the coursers stretch along. 
And still, as round the globe the Goddess flies. 
No object can elude his piercing eyes. 

Absorpt in distance when she disappear^ 
The King beheld a sUtely bark that steei'd 
Toward the Lucayan isles. Through slimy weed* (F) 
With sluggish paee the ked at first proceeds; 
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The new-fi>iind world, the Cape, and each tall ship : 
And now inquiry quiver'd on hi* lip, 
But the bright Oodden ere he rilenoe broke 
His bosom read, and thus preventive spoke : 

<* Long studious (rf* security and ease 
ShaU Navigation dread the open seas, 
In the wide watery desert loath to stray. 
The sport of storms, and dubious of her way. 
Ev^ thou to rouse her spirit triest in vain ; 
A short excursion o'er the midland midn. 
On flight with timorous pinion near the coast. 
For many an age shall be her only boast. 

** But not the monarch of the ^thery kmd 
More boldly rows his voyage on the wind. 
Than o'er the deep she scuds, when GOI A brings (H ) 
The card and needle to direct her wings. 
On slender spokes the card distinctly shows 
The points, whence ev'ry breeze or tempest Uews ; 
While underneath of polish'd iron wrought, 
And with the virtues of a magnet fraught, 
A rude mishapen stone that shoots no rays, 
Tet precious far beyfmd the diamond's blaze, 
The needle still a strange attraction feels, 
lyheels to the north, and trembles as it wheels. 
Hail glorious gift ! desig^'d the world to bless. 
Transcended only by the teeming Press. 
Tlie fearless pilot led by thee shall brave 
The turbid fury of the Atlantic wave^ 
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Or the tost ship with hand mierri]^ guide 
Through all the tmnuh of the polar tide, 
Though wintry demoau howling thrill and lend 
Roll storm on storm, Rdouble ehMid on doud, 
And weave with Tapourt in the night** dark loom » 
0*er the roug^ teas, impenetrable gUwm. 

** The fiurm, that casting roond a ^rong view 
Along the level ocean lately flew, 
Discovery name. Reposing in the shade 
Of a rude grM with moss and spar inlaid 
She nearly twiee a thousand yean had past, 
LuUM by the roaring of the surge and blast. 
But now the drowsy spell her eye forsakes, 
And the fhir Nymph to sense and modon wakes. 
Immortal HENRY finds her secret cell, (I^ 

And with soft'Voice and touch dissolves the spell. 
Chance gives the happy youth her cell to find. 
As musing on the means to bless mankind. 
Pensive and slow lie roams the barren strand, 
And bends his serious aspect on the sand. 
Strait through each gen'rous breast her eyes impive 
A kindred flame, but most COLUMBUS fire. 
Who steering westward through the watery waste 
Socks other worlds by other skies em1n«cVL 
As hollow surges the black deep defbtm. 
Though not a god empowered to qodl the stom. 
He, all a mortal can, with look sedate, 
Vien^s the trig waves, and bows retign'd to flite. 

G 
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Behold him now eseapM the boisterous main, 
And the dark treasons of hii lawless train, 
Who, slaves <^^;n0ranee and recreant fear. 
Strove to arrest his glory's f tdl career, 
With open ftvmt, and onafi^Cted smile, 
Accost the simple cUldfen of yon isle. 
An unknown speoes theyi Observe with care 
The plumy zones that round their loins they wear, 
Their wild and savage gestures, beardless chins, 
Their lofty foreheads, olive-tinctiirM skins 
With locks of diining jet that hang uncuii'd. 
And own them natives of a diflTrent world. 

** Now bent on bold adventure to the gale 
Each enterpriang chief shall stretch the sail. 
Round the vast orb immortal DRAEIE shall run, (K) 
The first audadous rival of the sun ; 
Ck>mmerce, reviving in the Western States, 
To wealth and powV unfold a thousand gates; 
Borne houriy past each other fleet shall fleet, 
With echoing shouts of joy and triumph greet; 
Forests of masts in ev*ry creek aspire. 
And thy own Thames reflect another T^nte." 

Here ALFRED, « Blest interpretess of Heav'n ? 
What mighty wonders to my view are giv'n ! 
Another wcnrld from north to south unroll'd 
In space and beauty emulates the old 1 
But say, what vessel yon, that tempest-tost 
Seem'd lately in the womb of Ocean lostf 
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Bitt now be3^ond the Cape in safety glides, 
Driv'n by a prosperous f^e throug^h calmer tides V 

The Queen retum'd. ^ By Lusitania's care 
Equipped yon bark to Ind shall GAMA bear ; 
Try*d on the edge of death, when woes on woes 
Increase, his spirit with the danger grows. 
Round the bleak Cape the hero shall explore 
A path through oceans never stemm'd before. 
High on the deck behold him yonder stand. 
And point to Calicut with outstretch*d hand ; 
While consciousness of worth, the right > onfess'd 
Of great achievements, glowing in his breast. 
Gives to his attitudes a nobler grace, 
And spreads the blush of pleasure o*er his fkce. 

<* Whate*erthe Orient's fertile pbyms produce. 
Her fragrant leaves, her cane*s neetarious juice, 
Her endless stme of gums, her spicy wealthy 
Her potent drug$ restorative of health. 
Her fruits exalted by a warmer sun. 
Her glossy robes by toiling inseets spun. 
The gems that star-like twinkling through the daxk 
Illume her mines with many a living sparic ; 
The gold and peari that on her kii^ she showVs, 
Realms of the West ! diall henceforth all be yours. 

** Nor shall your profit be to these eonfin*d ; 
A richer freight, the treasures of the mind, 
Shall to your shores by ev'ry wave be brought ; 
Whatever CONFUCIUS, first of sages, tought ; 
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Morah that saints themselves might safcljr trust, 

Chaste as his soul, and as his actions just, 

Fonn^d to keep man from evVy guih sectune, 

The peifect word o€ truth akme more pure. 

All that the Shasta's sacred hooks contain, (M) 

Or Vedas clothe in allegoric strain. 

With aU that PILPAY*SwiMU>m has portiay'd, (N) 

In &ble's emblematic light and shade : 

Or ZOROASTER, Virtue's zeakras friend, (O) 

Reveal'd to Persia in the mystic Zend. 

(* Hius Cktmmerce, roving still ftom place to place, 
Blends, softens and refines the human race, 
Of jarnng realms allays the mutual hate, 
By cords of interest drawing state to state ; 
'Where'er the breezes waft, or billows roll, 
Awakes the slumb'ring vigour of the soul ; 
Breaks the strong rivets Pr^udice had wrought. 
And Custom fastened on the fVee-bom thought ; 
Assirts the Press to spread each useful art, 
Smooths the rough manners, meliorates the heart. 
Till men, the land and ocean compass'd round. 
Hail friends and brothers still where men are found ; 
Till, equal Law and Virtue in her train. 
Immortal Liberty o'er earth shall reign. 
Truth, with a robe of light, in\-est the ball. 
And what one nation knows be known to all." 

END OF CANTO IV. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

The Goddess having dismissed a part of the Sylphs, oommands 
the rest to show ALFRED, one by ooe, those oelebittted person- 
ages from whose Ubours mankind have derived the greatest 
benefit.— The leaders of the Reformation appear, LUTHER, 
ERASMUS, MELANCTHON, ZUINGLIUS, and CRANMER. 
—The Reformers hostile to the Fine Arts.— Those Aru find a 
powerful and zealous patron in LEO X.— The great eminence cS 
MICHAEL ANGELO in sculpture, and of* RAPHAEL DEL 
URBINO in painting.— The peculiar CKcellencgs of numy other 
painters.— The Book concludes with some remaxlu on painting. 
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HUS amifin; inexpresaUy serene, 
She taught the various import of each seene* 
Then ttttning to the Sylphs, ** Te airy raee ! 
Who lore to flutter through the depth of space , 
At length the process of my plan requires 
That all whom Taste adorns, or Genius fires, 
Sage, Poet, Artist, ev*ry soul sublime. 
Bright luminaries whence the wings €i Time 
Their lustre draw, bei'ore the Prince's eyes 
Should one by one in fkir sueoession rise. 
But this, an easy task, no more demands 
Than half the number of your Resent bands ; 
Be that detained. The rest an hour employ 
In friendly ofllces or festive joy." 

Swift at the word they flew upcm thebhst. 
And the braad sky, with speckled clouds o'erQUt. 
Some in eelestial spiendoors idly bask, 
While some prefer amwc labmious task, 
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Tbdr hippogriffs of gooainar bestride. 

Or on the bickering pdnts of lightning ride. 

These whiri'd through heaven*8 blue fields in tiny can, 

Overtake the glances of the falling stars. 

Those wing'd with subtile flame the sunbeams chase, 

Or pass them, victors in the rapid race. 

£v*n millions shooting through the lower air 

To both the hemispheres of earth repair. 

Some hasting to salute the rising mom 

With rosy tints the flying clouds adom ; 

Wake the blithe linnet in his leafy bower, 

Or Inrush the filmy networis from the flower. 

Some glimmering o*er the plains their course puisne^ 

And from thdr pinions shake the evening dew ; 

Soft on the bat*s unfolding wings alight, 

And guide with viewless reins his sullen flight ; 

Lash the dull beetle in his droning round. 

And teach his quickoiM fims a shriller sound ; 

L^id to the glowworm's eyes a lambent ray. 

To cheer the lonely traveller on his way ; 

Or with slight puncture goad the sluggish snail 

Charg'd with a w^gfat of corrugated mail. 

And laugh to see him peeping horns protrude, 

Intent to leam what gave a touch so rude. 

Some beat the seashore, circling hand in hand, 

Nor leave the faintest vestige on the sand ; 

Follow the ebbing 8Ui|ge with twinkling feet, 

Swift, as it flows, with sportive scream retreat ; 
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Or mount the waves, and o*er the oeean g^ide, 
While underneath them bums th^uminM tide. 
Nor want there some who of a nobler strain 
Essay the passes of the human brain. 
Distend the patriots soul widi godlike schemes. 
Weave round the poet's head nmiantie dream s, 
Or (m the breast of sleeping beamy laid 
Prompt the mild visions of the lovesick maid. 

Meantime of aspect grim and stature vast. 
Before the King a dreadful speetre pass'd 
A triple circlet on his head he wore, 
And in his hand the bolts of thunder bore. 
Close to his heel, in priestly vestments dressed 
Anodier fonn with hostile menace ^ress^d, 
While wiath was from his eye in li|^tning pour'd, 
And on his cloudy brow defiance lowered. 
His left sustained an adamantine shield 
That show'd a mimnr on its polish'd field ; 
His right a t oreh. Hie phantom turning ot^ 
And brandishing his direful arm aloft 
Full at the daring foe his thunder aim*d ; 
On ev*ry side the fierce eiq>losion flamM. 
But his own image ni the mirror viewM, 
Repelled his fury and his strength subdued. 
Back from the sig^t he shrunk with hasty tread. 
And in redoubled ghxmi invol v'd his head. 

While these intent on mutual deaths oigage. 
At distance stood a venerable sage. 
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AnHmd hit wftist was tied a Friar's zcme, 
And o^er his shoulders Leamiog's fur was thrown. 
Sense in his features spoke, and speaking smil'd 
Attemper*d with a spirit soft and mild. 
For fight he too was ann^d, bat frmn afitf 
In flying skirmish wagM a cautious war. 
He grasp'd a bow that with elastic spring 
Sent the keen arrow from the sounding string. 
The destined mark his arrows always hit, 
Wing'd with light scrolls of ridicule and wit. 
Deep-inerc*d the spectre oft with sadden start, 
And scream prodaim'd intolerable smart : 
Bat as the grisly terror rushing near 
Rais'd his huge arm to strike, unnerv'd with fear 
The wary archerfnnn the charge withdrew. 
And on the ground hu rattling weapons threw. 

Then thus the Pow*r : ** Again before thine eyes 
The papal demon lifts his giant size. 
See ! bending forward at th'approaching fbe 
He hurts hit bolt, nor means a second blow. 
But still in vain his blows on LUTHER fidl : 
So fViture times th'intrepid chirf shall call, 
Who Truth's bright target on his arm disphiys. 
And g^ves her sacred torch once more to Uaze. 
A soul (^perseyeranee never ti^d. 
By conscious virtue, pride, resentment fir'd ; 
Unconquerably brave, but stem and mde. 
With not one grace or goitler charm indued^ 
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Re fint of all men, such is Heaven's high douin, 

Shall crush the hateflil tyranny of Rome, 

From dark Hypocrisy the Tisor tear, 

Lay the foul breast of churclMorruptkm bare, 

The loathsome haunts of monkish sloth betray, 

I>rag all their vile pollutions into day. 

Each usurpation^ofthe priesthood quell. 

And chase Imposture to her native hell. 

* *^ Yon other chief, who of his foe afraid 

In wav Ving skirmish lends uncertain aid, 

Who now retires, now from his stand apart 

Aims the swift arrow at the phantom's heart. 

Is great ERASMUS, Holland's boast, a mind (A; 

Less resolute and firm, but more re fin'd ; 

Keen each device of holy fraud to spy. 

And dextrous to expose and brand the lie. 

He hates the fiend, but fearing to prov<rice 

An open conflict pves by stealth the stroke. 

While LUTHER urg'd b>' theologic rage (B) 

Blurs with abuse and ribaldry the page, 

He vers'd in all the arts of classic lore. 

And bom the taste of nations to restore. 

Of Eloquence shall spread the livelier grace 

O'er the stem lineaments of Reason's fiioe, 

Won by the pleasing magic of his style 

Error shall own conviction with a smile ) 

And Obstinacy unawares admit 

The truths he ushers in the guise of wit. 
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Ckmneets two contxnents of Tarioos cfime 
Where all was Nature, aimide and niblime* 
In clearer view the singe, with ceaseless roar, 
Bnike to the west, on Lusitania's shore, 
Where forni'd erf* arching rocks abrupt and steep 
Appeared a grot, in which a nymph asleep 
Bechn'd akmg the tesselated, ground. 
Her shining locks with sea^igreen fillets bound. 
A youth of princely mein not far remote 
Strcrils on the beach, and lost in pensive thought. 
Oft, as the stealing tide o'ertakes him, laves 
His unsuspecting foot amid the waves. 
With silent step before the grot he passed. 
And, chancing on the Nymph a look to cast. 
The cavern enter'd, softly pressed her hand, 
And bade her eyes unclose with whisper bland. 
Her eyes undodng, on the youth she threw 
A sweet complacent smile, but soon withdrew, 
And lightly sprung into hex shell, that stood 
Afloat, and roddng just within the flood. 
As dashing o'er their manes the scattered spray 
With oary feet the coursers burst away. 
Impatient of its band her streaming hair 
Starts ftom her neck, and flies alnoad in air. 
GraceAil above the flowing reins she bends, 
And toward the stet^ her fair left arm extends. 
The reins are twisted sea^weed strung with pearii ; 
A huhof seanweed in her rig^t she whirls. 
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Their spiral oondis attendant Tritons blow, 
While Memuuds in their eoral ^mes below 
Hear the loud peal, and crowd around in flocks, 
The brown ooze trickling ttom their pendent toeks 
Each to the Pow'r respectful homage pays. 
And a rich present in her hand conveys ; 
Transparent ambers, beryls ting'd with green, 
And pointed crystals beaming rays serene ; 
Bright specimens of all the wealth that paves 
The rugfged floor of Ocean*s mighty caves. 
Ocean himself beholds the pomp from far 
And bids his surges sink before the car. 
Before the car his surges sinking spread. 
Wide o'er the deep, a smooth unruffled bed. 
On which her rapid flight the nymph pursues, 
And ev*ry gulph and promontory views ; 
Surveys each palmy isle, and spans the space 
However vast, that severs place ftom place. 
Now the light shell beneath th'Equator glides, 
Wlule the sun glitters on the furrowM tides. 
Btung by the sharp impression of the thong 
Npw tow'rd the pole the coursers stretch along, 
And still, as round the globe the Gtoddess flies. 
No object can elude his piercing eyes. 

Absorpt in distance when she ^sappearVI, 
The King beheld a stately baric that steerM 
Toward the Lucayan isles. Through slimy weeds (F) 
With slug^sh paee the keel at fint proceeds ; 
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But ta the powVfiil east is roused firom sleep. 
Bounds in proud triumph through the yawning deep. 
Oft to one side the masts so much incline, 
The yards and canvass brush the curling Inrine. 
Behind the dolphin cleaves the watefky way 
Gleaming with gold, while from the wave his prey 
Elusive of the fell devourer springs, 
Borne swiftly o*er the deck on finny wings. 
Ifigh overhead, a race unknown before, 
The fowls of ocean wildly screaming soar ; 
And the small Inrds of song in glittering crowds 
Collect, and cherup gaily in the shrouds. 
Above his fellows tow'ring like a god 
A chief of lofty port the vessel trod» 
Marked each auspidous sign, and with quick hanfl 
The nidder seizing tum*d the prow to land* 

On a fair enduence, beneath a wood. 
Girt round the waist with plumes the natives stood. 
And fixM in deep astonishment and awe 
The floating citadel, and strangers saw. 
Nor less the strangers lost in mute amaze 
On the daric features of the natives gaze. 
But soon the dusky tribes, a simple race, 
Their fears subsiding, with an eager pace 
Throng to the beach* Nor in the vessel stay 
The bold seafaring bands, but waving gay 
Their banners leap into the refluoit tides, 
And landward urge their course with asty stri^ 
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Arms both dbplay'd, though not of equal mig^ 
To scatter death, and thin the ranks of fight. 
These brandish'd spears that barbM with iron shoiie. 
And those light tapering lances tippM with heme* 
But war they breathed not. Peace around them flew ; 
And o*er their brows her wreaths of olive threw. 
Wreaths doomM to wither in a short4iv'd hour, 
Scath'd by the blighting lust of gold and powV. 

Meantime beyond the southern tropic far 
Led by the radiance of a polar star 
Then first descry M, with sails and cordage torn 
Another bark was o'er the billows borne. 
A fierce tornado on the vast profound 
Descending whirled the giddy vessel round : 
All ocean on its hull appeared to break. 
And Fancy heard the drowning seamen shriek. 
But soon emerging right before the Uast 
Along the Caffrc's rugged coast it pass'd, 
Tum'd the huge mountains of the stormy Cape, 
That rose U> heav'n in strange fimtastic shape ; 
Close by the shore of Sofkla, impell'd 
By less tempestuous waves its voyage held, 
And as a gale more soft and steady Uew, 
O'er the smooth seas of India swiftly flew. 

Pleas'd with a scene of such immense extent 
The King his eye on ev'ry olyect bent. 
Chief on the Nymph that issuing fVom her eell 
Skimm'd the broad ocean in a pearly shell, 
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The iiew<lbiiiid world, the Cape, and esch tall ship : 
And now inquiry quiTer'd on his lip, 
But the bright Qnddess ere he silenee broke 
His bosom read, and thus preventive spdce : 

« Long studious of security and ease 
Shall Navigation dread the open seas, 
In the wide watery desert loath to stray. 
The sport of storms, and dulnous of her way. 
Ev^ thou to rouse her spirit triest in vain ; 
A short excursion o'er the midland main, 
On flight with timorous pinion near the coast, 
For many an age shall be her only boast. 

** But not the monarch of the frathery kkid 
More boldly rows his voyage on the wind. 
Than o'er the deep she scikls, when GOI A brings (H ) 
The card and needle to direct her wings. 
On slender spokes the card distinctly shows 
The points, whence ev'ry breeze or tempest blows ; 
While underneath of polish*d iron wrought, 
And with the yirtues of a magnet fraught, 
A rude mishapen stone that shoots no rays. 
Yet precious far beyraid the diamond's blaze. 
The needle still a strange attraction feels, 
Wheels to the north, and trembles as it wheels. 
Hail glorious g^ ! design'd the world to bless. 
Transcended only by the teeming Press. 
The fearless pilot led by thee shall brave 
The turbid fury of the Atlantic wave, 
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Or the tost ship with liaiid'vBemag guide 
Through all the tumult of the pokur tide^ , 
Though wintry demons howting shrill and loud 
Roll storm on storm, redouUe clowl on cloud, 
And weave with vapours in the m^t*s darkkMHU, 
O'er the roug^ seas, impenetrable gioom. 

** Tlie fbrm, that casting round a pierting visw 
Along the level ocean lately flew, 
Discovery name. Reposing in the shade 
Of a rude grot with moss and spar inlaid 
She nearly tivioe a thousand yean had past, 
LullM by the roaring ti€ the surge and blast. 
But now the drowsy spell her eye forsakes, 
And the fiur Nymph to sense and motion wa|ces. 
Immortal HENRY finds her secret cell, (I; 

And with soffVoice and touch dissolves the spell. 
Chance g^ves the happy youth her cell to find. 
As musing on the means to bless mankind. 
Pensive and slow he roams the barren strand, 
And bends his serious aspect on the sand. 
Strait through each gen'rous breast her eyes insinre 
A kindred flame, but most COLUMBUS fire, 
Who steering westward through the watery waste 
Seeks other woridsby other skies embrac'd. 
As hollow surges the black deep deform. 
Though not a god empowered to quell the storm. 
He, all a mortal can, with look sedate, 
Views the big waves, and bows resigned to fote. 
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Bebold him now esiiap^d the boiatVous main, 
Andthedaric ticasoiu of^hii lawless train. 
Who, slaves of ignorance and recreant f^ar. 
Strove to arrest his glory's full career, 
With open firant, and onafiMited smile, 
Accost the simple ddldfen of yon ide. 
An unknown spedesthey^ Observe with care 
The plumy zones that round their loins they wear, 
Their wild and savage gestures, beardless chins, 
Their lofty foreheads, o&ve-tinctur'd skins 
With lodu ofdiining jet that hang uncurlM, 
And own them natives of a different worid. 

** Now bent on bold adventure to ^e gale 
Each entexprising chief shall stretch the sul. 
Round the vast oib immortal DRAKE shall run, (K) 
The first audadous rival of the sun ; 
Commerce, reviving in the Western States, 
To wealth and powV unfold a thousand gates; 
Borne hourly past each other fleet shall fleet. 
With echoing shouts of joy and triumph greet; 
Forests of masts in ev'ry creek aspire. 
And thy own Thames reflect another Tj-re.** 

Here ALFRED, *^ Blest interpretess of Heav'n ? 
What mighty wonders to my view are giv'n ! 
Another wcnrld fVom north to south unroll'd 
In space and beauty emulates the old ! 
But say, what vessel yon, thattempestptost 
Seem'd lately in the womb of Ocean lo«t| 
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But now beyond the Cape in safety ^ides, 
Driv'n by a prosperous gale through calmer tides ?** 

The Queen retum'd. ** By Lusitania's care 
Equipped yon baric to Ind shall GAMA bear ; 
TryM on the edge of death, when woes on woes 
Increase, his spirit with the danger grows. 
Round the bleak Cape the hero shall explore 
A path through oceans never stemm*d before. 
High on the deck behold him yonder stand, 
And p(rint to Calicut with outstretched hand ; 
While consciousness of worth, the right . onfess'd 
Of great achievements, glowing in his breast, 
Gives to his attitudes a nobler grace. 
And spreads the bludi of pleasure o'er his fkee. 

<* Whate'erdie Orient's fertile pldns produce, 
Her fragrant leaves, her cane's neetarioos juice, 
Her endless stmc of gums, her spicy wealthy 
Her potent drugs restorative of heakh. 
Her fruits exalted by a warmer sun. 
Her glossy robes by toiling inseeta spun. 
The gems that star-like twiidding through the dark 
Illume her mines with many a living sparic ; 
The gold and peari that on her kings die show'rs. 
Realms of the West ! dhall henceforth all be yours. 

"■ Nor shall your profit be to these confin*d ; 
A richer freight, the treasures of the mind. 
Shall to your shores by ev'ry wave be brought ; 
Whatever CONFUCIUS, first of sages, taught ; 
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Morals that saints themselves might safely trust, 

Chaste as las soul, and as his actions just, 

FormM to keep man from evVy guik secure, 

The perfect word of truth alcme more pure* 

All that the Shasta's sacred hooks contain^ (M) 

Or Yedas clothe in allegoric strain. 

With aU that PILPA Y'S wisdom has portiay*d, (N) 

In fiiUe*s emblematic light and shade : 

Or ZOaOASTER, Virtue's zeafcnis friend, (O) 

ReveaPd to Persia in the mystic Zend. 

** Thus Commerce, roving still fVom place to place, 
Blends, softens and refines the human race, 
Of jarnng realms allays the mutual hate, 
By cords of interest drawing state to state ; 
Where'er the breeies waft, or billows roll. 
Awakes the slumb'riDg vigour of the soul ; 
Breaks the stroi^ rivets Prejudice had wrought. 
And Custom fastened on the fVee-bom thought ; 
Assists the Press to spread each useAil art, 
Smooths the rough manners, meliorates the heart. 
Till men, the land and ocean compass'd round. 
Hail friends and brothers still where men are found ; 
Till, equal Law and Virtue in her train. 
Immortal Liberty o'er earth shall reign. 
Truth, with a robe of light, invest the ball. 
And what one nation knows be known to all.** 

END OF CANTO IV. 



CANTO V. 



THE ARGUMENT. 

The Goddess having dismissed ft port of the Sylphs, eommftuds 
the rest to show ALFRED, (me by one^ those oelelmted person- 
ages from whose Ubouis mankind have derived the greatest 
benefit.— The leaders of the Reformatkm appear, LUTHER, 
ERASMUS, MELANCTHON, ZUINGLIUS, and CRANMER. 
—The Reformers hostile to the Fine Arts^— Hiose Ans find a 
powerful and zealous patron in LEO X.— The great eminence of 
MICHAEL ANGELO in sculpture, and of* RAPHAEL DEL 
URBINO in painting.— The peculiar excellences of many other 
painters.— The Book concludes with some remarks on painting. 
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CANTO V. 



HUS smifing inezpretribly Krene, 
She taught the Tarioiu import of each seene. 
Then tuming to the Sylphs, " Te air>' raee ! 
Who love to flutter through the depth of spaee , 
At length the proceu of my plan requires 
That all whom Taste adorns, or Genius firet, 
Sage, Poet, Artist, evVy soul sublime, 
Bright luminaries whence the wings ai Time 
Their lustre draw, beibre the Prince's eyes 
Should one by one in fkir sueeessaon rise. 
But this, an easy task, no more demands 
Than half the number of your inresent bands ; 
Be that detained. The rest an hour employ 
In friendly <^oes or festive joy.** 

Swift at the word they flew up<m theUast, 
And the broad sky, widi speekkd clouds o*erQWt> 
Some in celestial spiendours idly bask. 
While some prefer amwc labwious task, 
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Tbeir hippogfriffs of gossamar bestride. 

Or on the bickering pmnts of lightning ride. 

These whiri'd through heaven^s blue fields in tiny cars, 

0*ertake the glances of the fklUng stars. 

Those wing'd with subtile flame the sunbeams chase, 

(te pass them, viet<Hrs in the rapid race. 

Ev'n millions shooting through the lower air 

To both the hemispheres of earth repair. 

S<mie hasting to salute the rising mom 

With rosy tints the flying clouds adorn ; 

Wake the blithe linnet in his leafy bower. 

Or brush the filmy network from the flower. 

S<mie glimmering o*er the plains their course pursnei 

And from thdr pinions shake the evening dew ; 

Soft on the bat's unfolding wings aUgfat, 

And guide with viewless rdns his sullen flight; 

Lash the dull beetle in his dnming round, 

And teach his quickenM fknsa shriller sound; 

Lend to the glowworm's eyes a lambent ray, 

To cheer the lonely traveller on his way ; 

(te with slight puncture goad the sluggish snail 

Charg'd with a weight of corrugated mail. 

And laugh to see him peeping horns protrude, 

Intent to leam what gave a touch so rude. 

Some beat the seashore, circling hand in hand, 

Nor leave the faintest vestige on the sand ; 

Follow the ebbing snige with twinkling feet, 

Swift, as it flows, with sportive scream retreat ; 
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Or mount the waves, and o*er the oeean g^ide, 
While underneath them bums th*Ulumin'd tide. 
Nor want there some who of a nobler strain 
Essay the passes of die human teain. 
Distend the patriot*s soul with godlike sehaaoes, 
Weave round the poet's head lomantit dream s, 
Or on the breast of sleeping beauty laid 
Prompt the mild visions of the lovesick maid. 

Meantime of aspect grim and stature vast, 
Before the King a dreadful spectre pass*d 
A triple circlet on his head he wore. 
And in his hand the btrfts of thunder bore. 
Close to Ins h^l, in priestly vestments dress*d 
Another fonn with hostile menace ]^«8s'd, 
While wrath was fitun his eye in lightning pour'd, 
And on his cloudy brow defiance lowered. 
His Idl sustained an adamantine shield 
That show'd a mirror on its poUshM field ; 
His ri^t a t orch. The phantom turning oft, 
And brandishing his direful arm aloft 
Full at the daring foe his thunder aim'd ; 
On ev'ry side the fierce exphmon flamM. 
But his own image in the mirror view^ 
Repell'd his fury and his strength subdued. 
Back from the sight he shrunk with hasty tread. 
And in redoubled gloom involv*d his head. 

While these intent on mutual deaths engage. 
At distance stood a venerable sage. 
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Aroond his waist was tied a Friar's zcme, 
And o*er his shoulders Learning's fur was thrown. 
Sense in his features spoke, and speaking smil'd 
Attemper'd with a spirit soft and miU. 
For fight he too was arm'd, but from afar 
In flying skinnish wag'd a cautious war. 
He grasp*d a bow that with elastic spring 
Sent the keen arrow from the sounding string. 
Hie destined mark his arrows always hit, 
Wing'd with lig^t scrolls of ridicule and wit. 
Deep-perc*d the spectre ah with sudden start. 
And scream inodaimM intolerable smart : 
But as the grisly tenor rushing near 
Raised his huge arm to strike, unnerv'd with fear 
The wary archer from the charge withdrew. 
And on the ground his rattling weapons threw. 

Then thus the PowV : ** Again before thine eyes 
The papal demon lifts hu giant size. 
See ! bending forward at th'approaching foe 
He huris his bolt, nor means a second blow. 
But still in vain his blows on LUTHER fidl : 
So fliture times th^trepid chief shall call. 
Who Truth's bri^t target on his arm displays. 
And gives her sacred torch <mce more to blaze. 
A soul of perseverance never tir'd. 
By conscious virtue, pride, resentment fir'd ; 
Unconquerably brave, but stem and lude. 
With not one grace or goitler charm induedi> 
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He first of all men, sueh is Heaven's high doom, 

Shall cnuh the hateful tyranny of Rome, 

From dark Hypocrisy the Tisor tear, 

Lay the foul breast of ehurch-comipti<« hare. 

The loathsome haunts of monkish sloth hetray , 

Drag all their vile pollutions into day. 

Each usurpation^ of the priesthood quell, 

And chase Imposture to hematite hell. 

• ** Yon other chief, who of his foe afraid 

In wav Ving skirmish lends uncertain aid. 

Who now retires, now from his stand apart 

Aims the swift arrow at the phantom's heart. 

Is great ERASMUS, Holland's boast, a mind (A; 

Less resolute and firm, but more refin'd ; 

Keen each device of holy fraud to spy. 

And dextrous to expose and brand the lie. 

He hates the fiend, but fi^ng to provoke 

An open conflict gives by stealth the stroke. 

While LUl HER urg'd by theologic rage (B) 

Blurs with abuse and ribaldry the page, 

He vers'd in all the arts of classic lore. 

And bom the taste of nations to restcne. 

Of Eloquence shall spread the livelier grace 

O'er the stem lineaments of Reason's fkoe, 

Won by the pleasing magic of his style 

Error shall own conviction with a smile ; 

And Obstinacy unawares admit 

llie truths he ushers in the guise of wit. 
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* Nor only these the sacred cause promote, 
A powerful aid is by MELA^NCTHON brought. (C) 
Wide o'er the world he; gives the beam divine 
Of meek Religion temperately to shine. 
Behold him stand befi>re us, nor despise 
His simple attitudes and lowly size, 
For in small room he bears a mighty mind, 
As Prescience wise, as soft-^y'd Pity kind, 
Zealous for truth, and yet by zeal unsour'd. 
While others with polemic spleen devour'd 
On all besides would wage eternal war. 
And only to themselves heaven's gates unbar. 
With sweet philanthropy his bosom glows, 
Peace from his lips in mild persuasion flows ; 
Ofl too as ancient Wit her charms unfbMs, 
Communion with thlllustrious dead he holds, 
And pours on nations veil'd in Gothic night 
The pure resplendency of Grecian light. 
Sage of the heart humane ! be round thy head 
The scholar's bay, and saint's bright halo spread. 

** First in impetuous eddies from the north 
Thy spirit. Reformation! issues forth. 
Where the broad Elbe along the Saxon plain. 
In various windings, draws his sinuous train, 
Or the rough Baltic, with outrageous roar, 
Heaps the Ing waves on Pomerania's shore. 
O'er Swabia then across the Rhine it flies 
Diflfiising incense gratefUl to the skies, 
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Till the huge Alps with snows eternal crowned 

Lifl their high ridges, and its progress bound. 

There ZUINGLIUS all iu mighty force imbibes, (D) 

And rolls it back upon the Switzer tribes. 

Elxalted breast ! that double views ongage, 

Freedom and truth, the soldier and the sage! 

In language as thy native torrents strong, 

'Iliough rude, thou now haranguest the circling throng 

And now in fields unsheath'st the guttering blade, 

Guard of the proselytes thy voice has made. 

** Nor less the renovating influence speeds 
Along Batavia's swamps and beds of reeds. 
Nor there is stay'd, but o'er Britannia's vales 
Glides with the cheering warmt6 of vernal gales. 
Fann'd by its breath the kindling soul shall glow 
With such a flame as only martyrs know ; 
Diidain the present life with all its toys, 
Rupt iu the hope of neverending joys ; 
And undismayed by stripes, or fire, or steel, 
Nought but th'imperious scjise of duty fed. 

*" Full ill the front, see CRAKMEa HfU his form (E) 
Like a tall rock amid th' inclement storm. 
The British Scsevola ! though Nature's voice 
Persuades to make this transient world his ifetoice. 
And meanly sigpii what c<mscience disbelieves. 
He soon the splendour of his ikme retrieves, 
Views with triumphant smile the burning brand, 
And first to perish dooms th'offeoding hand. 
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" Thus Reformation, who had slept so long, 
Starts from his couch unconquerably strong, 
Binds Faith's refulgent cuirass on his breast. 
And sternly frowning under Leaming^s crest 
Grasps Reason's lanc^, and with a single thrust 
Lays Superstition gasping in the dust. 
Tet the fiend dies not, though he ne'er regains 
His force, but rack'd with agonizing pains 
"Writhes to and fro, and with convulsive yell 
Calls to his aid the denizens of hell. 

" But good unmis'd is not allow'd by Fate 
To mortals in this sublunary state, 
£v'u Reformation, though his strenuous arm 
Breaks with fierce blow the talbmanic charm, 
That holds the mind in Bigotry's black tow V, 
Though fh>m her throne he drags th'infemal pow'r. 
And with bri^t finger points the path to heaven. 
Is tainted with the wild fknatic^s leaven. 
The chmcest, noblest spedmens of art. 
No pleasure to his surly soul impart. 
He deems them idols impious and profane, 
Demoniac aids of Superstition's reign. 
Hence with rash zeal his desolating hand 
Spoils of her proudaft ornaments the land. 

• 

The temple all its radiant wealth resigns, 
Bare and disfig^i'd stand the plunder'd shrines. 
Beneath barbarian strokes the statue falls. 
And the fair tablet tumbles from the walls : 



8r 



Taste, as she spreads her shadowy wings to fly, 
Looks back and views the fragments with a sigh 
And pure Religion veils her blushing ftce, 
Ashani*d to see her firiends their cause disgrace. 

** While Truth in momentary darikness stiays, 
Light shines on Fals^ood with unwonted blaze* 
On LEO^ brow the triple crown descends, 
LEO confessed the wannest of my friends ! 
Who, did not pleasure all his soul absorb, ' 
Might Justly claim the sceptre of thine orb. 
He blest by partial Genius with a mind 
Form'd to exalt and polish human kind, 
Shall round him call th'awakening Arts, and pour 
Thick on their lanrerd heads the golden show'r. 
First Architecture who, fbr many an age. 
Sad victim of relentless ALARIC'S rage, 
Had slept in dust, beneath a ponderous heap 
Of stones and broken columns buried deep, 
The smoky ruins nailed aside, shall rise. 
And with his tow'ry forehead strike the skies. 
Five maids to pay him ready homage haste, 
Bom to celestial Harmony by Taste, 
The stately Orders. Sculpture next appears 
Known by the bust his callous hand uprears. 
Painting tlie pow'r of Sculpture ck)se pursues, 
Her pallet spotted with the ridiest hues. 
Quick are her sparkling eyes, and as they range 
From earth to heav*n in never ceasing dumfe, 
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Her pencil gliding with the sweep ci ease 
Draws the resemblance of each fomr sh^ sees. 

** Now, glory- of the Saxon name! prepare 
I'o view a scene that well deserves thy care.'' 

She ceas'd, and straight with compasses and rule 
An artut tutored in the sculptor's school 
Rose, and amlntious of a just design, 
Mark'd a roug^ block with many a crossing Un«. 
His steely diisel next with forceful stroke 
The bounding splinters from the marble broke. 
Though as he plied.the task, his (Urious han^ 
SeemM heedless, and disdainful of command, 
Art by long practice skilled, of guides the best, 
With aim unerring ev'rjr stroke addiess'd. 
Beside him lay a mutilated piece, 
The farfamed Torso of unrivaird Greece, (F) 

On which his eager eye each moment glanc'd, 
While the bold statue into shape advanced ; 
For soon august beyond the frame of man 
A statue tower'd aloft, and crown'd the plan. 
Full sweird the chest, broad shoulders propped the head, 
And large round sinews o'er the limbs were spread. 
Through all a vigorous animation reign'd. 
Each mighty muscle into action strain'd. 
Loose in the folds of grace the drapery flow'd. 
And ev'ry flexiure of the body show'd. 
Sublime expression in tlie aspect shone, 
And MOSES breath'd and mov'd in living stone. 



/ 
/ 
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Tbe King prepurVl to speak, but soon deserieil 
Anodier artist by the sculptor's side. 
Less furious ardour in his k»ok was seen, 
But depth of thought and dignity serene. 
Of mellow tints he mix'd th^according strife 
And bade the glowing canvass heave with life. 
Light o'er the ground his rapid pencil flew, 
The blush of beauty brightening on the view, 
For the blest Virgin rose in all her charms, (G) 

Not those that kindle passion's wild alarms. 
But such as while they admiration draw 
Touch the rapt soul with a religious awe. 
A matchless symmetry her limbs disirlos'd, 
And the meek graces on her face repos'd, 
Join'd with the sanctity of worlds above. 
And sober transports of'a mother's love, 
For with fond closeness to her snowy breast 
Her circling amis the holy infant press'd. 
Warm o'er her cheek was pour'd the mantling blood, 
And the whole figure from the canvass stood. 
With envy Nature saw, and Art survey'd 
With Rapture's eye, the piece himself had made. 

The King awhile stood fix'd in silent gaze. 
Then burst with transport Into lavish praise. 

** What strength and beauty in yon figures shine ! 
What speaking energy ! what grace divine ! 
They shame the noblest works dmt Greece could boast. 
At the bri^t p«riod when she flouririi'd most. 

H 3 
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Not PHIDIAS thus conkl fife on stone bestow ! 
Not thus APELLES bid the canvass glow ! 
Yc demigods whom aneient times ador'd ! 
Be now the sunset of your fame deplorVl ; 
And let the chaplets round your temples twinM 
The sacred brows of ]ronder artists bind.** 

llien thus the Queen ids heat reproving; ** cease, 
Nor with unhallowM lips depreciate Greece, 
Through future times, no less than in the past. 
The growing lustre of her fiune shall last, 
lliough all her pencil'd shadows finde away 
RazM by the fingers of abhorr*d Decay, 
Her sculpturM forms, the statue and the bust. 
Models of elegance and s t reng th robust, 
Triumph o*er time. The sons of Taste admire, 
And burning with the poet's genuine fire 
Learn truth of touch, a style correct yet grand, 
And flowing line that speaks the master's hand. 
Behold ! as ANGELO the chisel plies. 
He on a Grecian fragment turns his eyes, 
And while their orbs in vivid frenzy roU, 
Sends with each stroke his warm impassioned soul. 
Great RAPHAEL too with matchless talents graeM, 
Bold with reserve, with manly vapour chaste. 
From the same fount shall inspiration drink 
And make his animated pictures think ; 
Of Painting hence the envied palm he gains, 
And o'er the mimic world despotic ragns. 
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'* First and supreme of artists yet nnboni 
Though yonder pair the highest plaee adorn 
In Fame's proud temple, numbers moK enroll'd 
Among her faTourites lofly statimis hold. 
£T*n now the form of ev'ry godlike man 
Before us stalks, and TITIAN in the van ; 
TITIAN who all the force of eolouring knows, 
On whose sweet tints the eherish'd eyes repote ; 
So well his tender shades and beamy li^t 
In the soft bonds of harmony unite* 
A self-instrueted painter next we view, 
Kenown'd for taste and chastity (^hue. 
Divine CORREGIO. GUIDO follows there, 
Lord of the graceful shape and winning air. 
POUSSIN succeeds, who vers'd in Grecian laws 
Each polishM form from ancient sculpture draws: 
And CLAUDE, who sketching ooean, earth and beav*n 
Dips his gay pencil in the clouds of even. 
Sef RUBENS last, whose strong co«oepti(MU charm, 
Trac'd in just lines, with brilliant' lustre warm ; 
RUBENS by ev'ry art and muse caress'd. 
With the pure flame of genius largely bleit. 
And skillM profoundly in each classic rule, 
Th'undoubted RAPHAEL of the FlemMh schooL 

** Thus Painting on the wall or eaiivats flings. 
With rapid stroke, the various shapes of thbigs ; 
Spreads oVr the foreground of the rural scene 
Her thick opake, or vivifjing green ; 
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Tben sober olive's lest onfivening shade, 
Till the retiring rocks and mountains fiide 
Wrapt in blue mist : or risng in her rage 
From the long annals of th*liistoric page 
Calls forth events tbat interest deep excite, 
And in (me point concentring all her might 
The crisis shows, when patriots wise and just 
Strike, and extend the tyrant in the dust ; 
When Valour as his dauntless spirit flies 
The speaking finger to his lip applies ; 
(^ Faith by zealots doom*d to yield her breath 
Smiles at the dreadful instruments of death; 
While all who view the moral pictures trace 
The inmost soul portray'd upon the foce ; 
Lost in a trance of strong emotions stand. 
Feel great resolves the swelling breast expand. 
And bum with eager wish themselves to be 
The saint, the sage, or hero yrhom they tee. 

** Nor will her ardent spirit siill remain 
Fait in the narrow bounds of Nature's reign. 
With labouring perseverance, see hordimb 
Creation's steeps, and thence with flight subiime 
Spring into worlds her own conceptions raise, 
Where man a loftier, nobler form displays ; 
Where, bold expression on her features thrown, 
Passion assumes a more commanding tone. 
Such worids shaU be by ANGELO design'd 
Beep in the vast abysses of his mind; 
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And tuch by RAPHAEL, till the embodied thought 
To shape and ctdour by the pendl brought 
Pron:s to the wond'ring eye, and throbbing heart 
The strength of Genhu and the skill of Art." 

END OF CANTO V. 



CANTO VI. 



THE ARGUMENT. 

The Godden resumes her speech, and relates that Poetry 
begins to be cultivated at the same period iKdth Painting.— The 
poets of greatest celebrity arise successively hi vision.— First those 
of Italy; PETRARCH, ARIOSTO, TASSO: and afterwaids 
those of Great Britain and France ; SPENSER, SHAKSPEARE, 
JONSON, CORNEILLE, RACINE, MILTON, and others.— 
The Goddess makes some observations on Music, and mentions 
a few of the principal composers.— The book concludes with a 
description of one of the musical performances at Westminster 
Abbey in commemoration of HANDEL. 



CANTO VI. 



HE Goddess spoke, and straight the airy train 
Upspringing cofrer^d heavVs cerulean pUun. 
There unconfin'd they gaudy pinions wave^ 
PleasM in a sea of fhiid light to lave. 
Their colours always ▼arying as they tuni. 
The fields of air with living lustre bum. 
In Ceylon, where throui^ aromatic groves 
Inflating balm ^e swarthy natire roves ; 
The vales of Java richly cloth'd with rice, 
Amboyna's sunny glades or wilds of spice, 
Th'aurefian tribes a scene less brin^t reveal. 
As thickly powder'd with a shining meal, 
And ophung fkns more large than those that play 
In the dull beams of European day, 
From flow'r to flow V, they pausing, slowly fly, 
AfMldiarm with vivid moons th'admiring eye; 

I 
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Or in a cloud coHected oyexfaead, 

Al^ig the skies, a glittering mantle spread. 

As through the void they wheelM on sportive wing , 
Th'angelic brightness thus addressed the King: 

** Sweet Poetry the same auspicious hour, 
"With Painting leaves her amaranthine bowV, 
Where proudly seated on th*01ympian height 
She touch'd with ecstasy the sons of light. 
Lo ! to the wilderness of dusky brown. 
Where shadowy cliffs with vast projection fiows. 
Where cataracts with deaTning roar descend, 
And oaks of giant growth their arms extend. 
She roams with Meditation by her side ; 
While in her view aerial phantoms glide 
That other eyes behold not, and her ear 
Thrills with deep sounds that others never hear ; 
For awful finrms in every cloud she sees, 
And hears a spirit sigh in ev'ry breeze, 
Till into fits of sacred frenzy wrought. 
And labouring to discharge her weight of though^, 
She calls the aid of numbers, and in song 
Rdls the full torrent of her mind along. 

** Wak'd by her summons, on Hesperia^s plain. 
First solemn DANTE tries the tuneful strain ; 
And the sweet minstrel who prolongs the lay 
From eariy morning to the close of day, 
In dark embowering duules condemned to prove 
Year after year, the pangs of hopeless love : 
1^ 



99 



Observe him there, from all the worid apar^ 
Pale with the anguish of a bleeding heart.^* 
He rait'd his eyes, and saw a silvan scene, 
Where winding through a vale of freshest green, 
A river sparkled. Smoothly now it flowed. 
And in its breast thHnverted landscape show'd} 
Dashed into vapour now, with violent shock, 
The shiver*d crystal fell from rock to rock. 
On each steep bank arose an ancient wood. 
And vaulted with encountering boughs the flood. 
Meanwhile a youth beneath the chequer^ shade 
Foriom and pensive on the turf was laid. 
Alute, that when he stood hu antk could reach, X^) 
Hung on the branch of an umbrageous beech ; 
And rustling through the strings, at dmes, the blast 
Swept mdancholy music as it past. 
Dim was the radiance of his hollow eye. 
And oft his bursting bosom heav'd the sigh. 
The tear was on his dbeek ; his scattered hair 
And gestures spoke solicitude and care. 
Starting at length, upon his feet he sprung. 
The name <^L AURA trembling on his tongo^ 
Ftom the tall beech the shell <rf' rapture drew, 
And oW the strings his flying fingers threw, 
Swell'd in according notes the vocal strain. 
And strove with harmony to soothe his pain, 
'Twas Nature's meltiilg vmce, attun'd by art^ 
And eadi sweet cadenee sunk into the heait. 
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Hie feather*dwarblef8, dlenton the iprayi, 
Clapp'd their exulting wings in sign (Upraise. 
No leaf was stirr'd, for Zephyr ceas*d to breathe, 
And the stream hnsh'd its wonted'roar bieneath. 
Drawn by the foree of aQ-subdiung sound 
A thousand little loves collected round, 
Wav'd moony ikns, and whedii^^ o*er his head. 
Ambrosial fitigrance from their phimage shed. 
Won by th'effusions of a kindred mind 
TIBULLUS' shade, on clouds of mynh redinM, 
Came down to listen, on the poet cast 
A Ub'ral smile, and own'd himself surpassed. 

Then thus the Pow'r her narrative pursues ; 
* Prince ! thou hast heaxd the strains of P£TRARCH*S muse. 
A muse with feeling and soft passion fraught. 
By whose just taste the nations first are taught 
Melodious numbers. Streanung smooth and clear, 
They harmonize and fbrm the public ear. 
Wan and decayed with slow consuming fires. 
The bard, Vauclusa ! to thy vale retires. 
Where circling hills advance their summits high, 
Contracting into narrow space the sky; 
While on the ridge b^ergnrawn with moss, and rude 
With broken rocks, and awfbl solitude, 
Great Nature dimly seen through woody shade. 
Sin Ustenii^ to the wind and hoarse cascade. 
And breathes on ev*ry side a deep repose, 
Congenial to the temper of his woes. 
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There the sad poet, wandering all day long:, 

Wakes the kme echo witb his plaintive song; 

LAURA his theine, and to remotest time 

Proves the resistless powV of love and rhyme. (B) 

** Verse by the matchless skill pf PETRARCH fieed 

From Gothic roughness, other bards succeed, 

Who UessM by Heaven with nevei>weaned might, 

Dare a more lofty and extended flight, 

Spurn the dull earth, and as it backward ndls, 

Shootto the farthest limits of the poles. 

See ARIOSTO near a grifiin stand. 

Collect the studded rdns with ready hand. 

Vault on its back, and unrestrained by fear, 

While Fancy smiles upon his mad career. 

Through tracts unknown a devious course pursue, 

Beyond the utmost reach (rf* critic view. 

Next in the order of th^Aoinan throng. 

The majesty of TASSO sweeps along. 

But sober judgement and a taste refin'd 

Repress th'aspiring ardour of his mind. 

On einc pinion though he speed hb way 

Through ether, toward the blazing source of day, 

Yet shall the prudent poet chiefly soar 

In the Inright track that MARO passed before ; 

Or, emulous of HOMER'S bolder strain, t 

Rise where be rose, and equal flights sustain. \ 

** These baxds Auaonia boasts ; nor shall the MxtK 
To Albion's smu her envied smile refuse. 

12 
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Strong in their native vigour and her fud. 

The dauntless chieft the realms of verse invade^ 

Bear on Parnassian heights res istanee down. 

And win f rOm all competitors the crown. 

First CHAUCER mounts, of British song the siic^ 

See how his eye emits a e heerful fire I 

Next SPENSER, as the steep ascent he Inavea, 

In flaming rings a magic falddon waves. 

Behind him knights in marshall'd rows advance 

Fierce with th'embIazon*d shield and beamy lanoe 

Hark ! the loud alchymy by herald*s breath 

Inflated sounds the overture of death ; 

Tremendous giants join the bloody fight, 

And monstrous beasts that petrify the sight. 

All curious allegoric shapes. Above 

On light wing circling hangs the form of Love, 

Prepared to rectnnpense the victor's arms 

With the rich prize of beauty's peerless channs. 

** Now view a bard, the g^6ry of thine isle, 
On whose nativity each muse shall smile ; 
Who sofUy cradled in their laps shall np 
Sweets flnom Hyblsean bees with eager lip ; 
And as he spcnts by Avon's silver tide, 
See mighty Nature throw her veil aside.** 
He lookxl, and straight a mount of steel survey'd. 
On which the sun with trembling lustre play*d. 
Fram'd of eternal adamant a throne 
Conspicuous on the giddy summit shon^ 
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Where tate a stately sage, whose eye laWme 
Genius had fir'cL He seemed in numhood^s prime : 
Pread dignity and reconciling grace 
Struggled with ddubtful combat on hii fkoe ; 
His opening features itow relax'd, and now 
Dim shadows wandered o'er his gathering brow. 
As passion worii*d, while ev\y glancse he cast 
With keen inspection through the bosom pass'd. 
Two beauteous females doie beside him stood ( 
One grasped a mord'roat dagger stain'd with bloo4» 
Heav'd adistressful sig^ anddro^M a tear; 
The other look'd with archly wanton leer, 
Toung Frolic in hier cheek's soft dimples nurs'd« 
Or into fits of joyous laughter burst ; 
And still, as either PowV his notice caught. 
The poet smil'd, or sunk in serious thought. 
Above his head delirious Rapture sings. 
And fairy beings poisM on cobweb wings, 
Bright offspring of the bard's prolific mind 
Float gaily round ; and Ariel of hu kind 
The noUest far, with speed of meteors shod 
Pac'd the thin clouds, or empty ether trod, 
Lig^t as the tender leaves the dstus sheds, 
Fair plant, that to the ny of morning spreads 
Its spotless bloom, but ere the shades prevail* 
Scatters the shortUv'd foliage on the gale. 
Known by their bitiddns and their masks, a crowd 
Of Gredan dramatists with revVence bowVI, 
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Eftdi aspect fix'd on earth before hit leat, 

N«t SOPHOCLES himself his eye durst meet. 

On the hard steel beneath turn, fiill to sight. 

Deep hewn these verses blazM in types of Ught: 

The man who life with Nature's peneil drew, 

** Exhausted wmids and thai imac^M new.** (C) 

Proud of his native land, the hero gaz*d. 
Then thus aloud his voice in transport raised. 
** Hail to the first of bards ! aU haU ! in thee 
What depth and keenness of remark I see ! 
And Albion hail ! whose genial clime can give 
Such depth and keenness (^remark to live. 
Of sculptured gods let Greece display her host; 
Let Aiture Rome the painted tablet boast ; 
We grant their h^ pretensions, nor repine, , ^ , 
The nobler prize of scenic glory thine.** 

The Qiieen returned. ** Indulge tby generous pride, 
Unchecked, nor fancy that encomium^s tide 
With too much force on such a theme can roll. 
As the great masterof the human soul, 
Divinest SHAKSPEARE. He in faithless books 
For Truth's distorted image rarely looks ; 
The Goddeu stands confessed before his view, 
While he describes her with a touch so true, 
C<rfours so just, and shades so much alike, 
That strongly as herself the modds strike. 
Dread necromancer ! when he waves his wand, 
Wide open fly th« gates «f Fairy-Land ; 
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Shapes of the disembodied world sdvanee, 
Sprites o'er him hover, dyes before him dance, 
Or bloodless ghosts widi eyetaaUs eohl and dry 
Bent on th^asmasin f lide obseui^by. 
Nor less the Passions hear his powofbl caO, 
Fieree Anger ragesi, sudden Fears appal, 
Bemorse his own fledi gnaws, Susincions stait, 
Or Love's vibrations gendy stir the heart. 
Let vulgar bards, by arti ofslow delay. 
Mine to the breast theSrsubtenaneous way; 
His m^t disdainfhl of a siiegte*s flmn 
BurstsevVy bar,andwinstliefbrt by storak 

" But who unmoved with sttrrow can behiM 
A coarse alloy debase sueh starting gold ? 
In quibbles oft hie spends Us lavBih wit, 
And having ealigfat a pun wbuU never quit 
Arrangement spum'd, he cnid^y fbrmt his plot, 
Writes all he thinks, and seoms a Inie to blot. 
Hence, though he stittbe vigorous, bold and strong, 
Haste and predpitanee ^Kagraee his song. 
Thus when the waters of the scHindBng Po 
From Alpine heights in sudden deluge flow. 
Moss, straws and withered bouglis commu^ with muil, 
Float on th'unsightly sm&ce of the fkmd. 

*" But JONSON now draws near, eompos'd his pace, 
And fix'd in cold solemidty his fiM». 
The scenic Muses, in his rigid sdKWl, 
Learn to direct their measured steps by rule, 
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To plaee and time conflMrm with studious car^ 

Adjust their robes, and Inraid their twisted hair* 

But still his pieces, v(»d of grace and ease, 

Thoughfew presume to Uame them, rarely please; 

And Passion, if awaken'd fay his strain^ 

Rufas her dull eye and sinks in sleep again. 

Tet Fame with lasting honour crowns the sage^ 

Who first shall curb the license of the stage, 

To Britain's drama strictest laws impart. 

And clothe wild Nature in the dress of Art. j 

** Behold the rival of thy native isle. 
Vain of her merit, Gallia, with a smile, 
Fresmts two bards through ev*ry age admired. 
With various imowledge firaught, with genius fir'd 
CORNEILLE, whose manly s^it soaring high. 
Dares with th'unequallM strength of SHAKSPE ARE vie^ 
Still in his page anervous sense is found 
Buoy'd on the swelling surge of lofty sound. 
And chaste RACINE who moulds each finished piecfe 
With plastic hand, by rules deriv'd from Greece, 
And ev'ry sentence, ev'ry verse refines. 
Till scarce a single blemish specks his lines. 
That, could Perfi^coi dwell beneath the skies, 
Ute worid might see a fruitless drama rise. 

" And now behold the man of soul sublime. 
Who leaving space beneath, and passing time, (D) 

While meaner poets gaze widi shudd'ring fear^ 
Momu to the zeaith of the tuadul sphere." 
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She ended, and a bud of godlike idr 
Before them rote. I& long and auburn hair 
Deep ttudy more tiian yean had mixM with white: 
<luench*d in tfaiekdoodi appear^ hii orhs of ng^; 
Yet seated onhii forehead's awftd throne, 
Cahn majesty bespoke the beams that shone 
Within, and to his mental eye reveal^ 
Visions of bliss firom outward soBse eonoeaTd. 
Hetrodthe fbot of Sion's saered hill, 
And dose bmeaA him wander'd Sik)e*s rill. 
¥onD*d of refblgent gold an haip he bore, 
And while his hands the richest tones ei^kwe, 
And er'ry thrilling note to heav^ asfores, 
Four'd his wiiole soul along the trembling wires. 
Then j<nn*d his voice, and in sjrmphonious lay. 
From the bright regions of eternal day 
Called Inspiration, not the foUed mne, 
But Wisdom, Truth, and Sanctity divine. 

He sung not kmg, befbre a sudden gleam 
Shot through the severM clouds in copious stream, 
And Heaven's wide gates unfidding showM from ftr 
A Goddeu sliding in a glorious car. 
She wore a mantle of cerulean dy<^ 
Spangled with stars it seem'd a floatinf dcy* 
The Zodiac's signs her giittering zone compos^ 
And wreaths of amaranth her brows indosVI, 
Steeds <^ celestial race the diariot drew, 
And withlhefloondof mihing whirl w u i di flew. 
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Tlie woodrons fhune of ndiant mim wrouglit 

SiupusVl the utnuMt strecdi of haraan thought. 

The wheeb with sparicln^efes were dikk mbuNl, 

And o'er the teat ftir diendbi cpiead a ahade. 

She towVd the poetcantM the car to i^ide; 

Then bending rais'd andplaeM him by her lid^ 

Ton'd to hit harp her lyre's eestatie ttraio. 

And bade th'immortalcoimers bound again. 

They heard, and while the bard and OoddeM sunf 

Through the blue fidda of ether svnftly sprung. 

As whirl'd the wheels, from ev'ry living spoke 

Incessant sparks and dazading flashes broke, 

Till the whole car amig^ty Maze became, 

And more than half the beav'ns was wrapt in flane. 

Oppressed, his looks the Hero downward east. 

And though he nus^d them sooi^ the pomp was past ; 

The flying pair had Nature's Tetge attained, 

And a long path of light akme remain'd. 

His fixt astonishment obs^v'd, the Queen 
ResumM her office. ** ALFRED! thou hast seen 
The strength of MILTCW, and th'etherial pow'r, 
Urania, who, at midnigfat's lonely hourt 
Deterading opens on his ravish'd view, 
A fiorer scene than biissAil Eden knew. 
Rapt in her spirit he aloft shall steer 
Beyond die sun, beyond the starry qpheic^ 
Empyrean glories nndismay'd behold, ^ 
Or in dark snoke andfiery eddset roU^I 






109 

Stretch to the golph of heU his hesdkmg ffilglit, 
Through the wide womb of unessential night. 
Chaotic realms, where figure, time and place 
Are lost amid thUnfiniCade of space. 
Stupendous poet ! tlune shall be the praise 
To thicken gloom, make light more fiercely blaze, 
The dreadful aggraTate, the vast expand, 
Exalt the lofty, dignify the grand. 
Faint heav'n in himrid cmiflict rent flmm heav*D, 
And angeb to th'abyss of darkness driven. 
Unfold creation's uniyersal plan, 

* * And justify the ways of GOD to man.** p) 

** Among the bards that yet remain behind. 

Distinguish COWLEY, whose elastic mind 

Vaults widi light bound, though oft he runs to wast^ 

Widi crude conceits and idle wit ^sgrac'd. 

Before his view, unmarked by vulgar eyes, 

A thousand quaint resemblances arise. 

His motled page the gems of ftncy crowd 

Thick as the sparks of heav'n, but, through a cloud 

Of careless diction and unpolished phrase, 

Dart Uke a vapoury sky diminished rays ; 

While his loose verse, with evVy fault r^lete. 

Limps aukwardly on illconstructed feet. 

Sqc yonder arm'd with Satire^s keenest lanee, 

BOILEAU, the FLACCUS of judicious Fiance ; 

And DRYDEN there, who fir^d with glowing thought, 

Exalts to ecstasy the lyric note. 

K 
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yflM, oonsdous powV his awftil brow betpetka 1 

What spirit fiom his e3re in l^jhtmng breaks ! 

Hark! with resistlen hand he swe^w the shdl. 

And while the tides of passion round him swell, 

Sngs the luxuriant feast for Persia won, 

When the world's victor, PHILIP'S wariike son, 

Ev'n in his triumph's height a yictor fbund, 

And sunk beneath the mightier fbrce of sound. (E) 

POPE follows next, a bard of fluent strain, 

Plac'd in the vanguard of the m<»»l tnun. 

He skill'd to oowd much sense in narrow space, 

Yet dierith all the gentler charms of grace, 

Shall into highest elegance refine 

The sterling temper of each golden line. 

And, lastly, THOMPSON, whose sequester'd muse 

Wandering at dawn among I^urnassian dews 

To deck her lyre shall freshest fiow'rets bring. 

And ^hake trom ev'ry chord the breath of spring. 

** In Greece, before the age of gold expir'd, 
liOisure, who Fancy's sprightly air admir'd. 
Her zone unbrac'd, and hence the same glad mom 
Saw lovely Poesy and Music bom. 
Arm lockM in arm, they roam'd Arcadia long, 
And cheer'd the world withintdUectual song. 
But Time who varies all things in lus flight 
At last the beauteous twins shall ^Bsunite ; 
Or, if in amity perchance they meet. 
Presumptuous Music takes the loftier seat. 



Ill 



Increase of leamiag tand dabonte skill '' 

'With confidence and pride her bosom fill : 

Nor vain her pride, when fkm'd SCARLATTFS hand 

Guides through th^humonious maze th^unerringhUMl ; 

When fmn his shell, with touch refin'd and chaste, 

CORELLI, arbiter of tuneful taste, 

Solicits sweetest ch<»ds; ^en PURC£L*S lyre 

Breathes the soft tones of languishing desire,. 

Or kindles ftiartial fury ; when possessed 

Of boundless empire o'er the human breast 

Great HANDEL, in the balm of pious ain, 

Best antidote of suUunary cares , 

Wraps the charmed soul, or with Herculean forte 

Drives the loud chorus in its headlong course* 

And still, howe'er it shakes the echoing fhne, 

Binds every note in Concord's golden chain* 

** And now at once regale thine eye and ear. 
View matchless befiuty, heavenly munc hear*^ 

Soon as she ended, o'er the Hero's head 
Its fretted roof an ancient temple spread. 
Columns of Gothic structure, massy proofs 
Sustained the pond'rous burthen of the roof. 
From end to end, between their equal files, 
Ran the long vistos of the lessening Bes, 
And windows rob'd in Painting's rich array 
ling'd as they pass'd the orient beams or day, 
That gave the eye to view a gorgeous show. 
Knights, peers and princes rang'd in many a row. 
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iThrougii die tvhole crowd were intenpers'd Ae fiuiP 
Bright as the beauties of a gay parterre 
In the ftiU bloom of spring. On high apart 
Wexe plac'd the faiethren of the warbling art, 
A thousand choristers preparM to raise 
To Nature^s SoT*reign Lord the note of pnuse* 
Meantime a form of godilke riiape and mien* 
From clouds of fuming incense, mari^'d the scene« 
And while he hovered o*er the wond'ring chew. 
Grasped in his powVflil hand an angers lyre. 
The audience soon thimmortal vision saw. 
And felt their bosoms pant with pleasing awe 
While silent as the tranquil caves of death 
Attentive Expectation held her breath. 

A solemn pause! butdestinM not to last, 
For now the bfukl in one amazing blast 
Sent forth the peal of music Voices rise 
Innumerable, and shells of ev*ry size 
Struck by the master's touch with skill profound 
Pour luscious melody ; the horns resoiuid ; 
The hautboy wakes its keenly piercing notes. 
And the deep organ swells his hundred throats. 
Tet though so various and perplexed the chime. 
No jarring chord was heard, no breach of time^ 
As if one spirit, with inflation strong, 
Urg*d the vast mass of harmony along. 
Nor was th'ecstatic sense of joy decreased, 
When the hmd mingling symphony had ceas'd. 
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Then aria stealing forth, in cadence clear, 
Dropped softest manna on the cherish'd ear : 
Less bland the balm that melting showers distil 
When the faint Naiad mourns her vanished rillj 
Less sweet the breezes laden with the spoil 
Of cassia, when to seamen spent with toil. 
They from the shores of blest Arabia bring 
Refreshment and delight, on rustling wing. 
Now in a loftier key the warblings run 
Vivid and lively as the vernal sun ; 
Now gently sinking soothe the ravish'd crowd, 
Mild as his beams behind a fleecy cloud. 
The song concluded, from the band amain 
Bursts the full torrent of the choral strain. 
The Prince the liquid tones with rapture drew, 
Thou^t highest heav'n disclosM before his view, 
And sway'd by sacred music's sweet controul 
Gave to sublime devotion all his soul. 

At length the mixt according notes decay. 
And the bright pageantry dissolves away, 
llien thus the Goddess spoke. ** The sounds that ttiH 
Along thy nerves with shivering transport thrill, 
To HANDEL'S powerful energy ascribe, 
Th'unquestiou'd monarch of the tunefiil tribe ; 
And know these honours to his mighty shade 
Shall by a nation's gratitude be paid. 
Zealous to ¥nite the g^reat mnacian's name 
On the bright rolls of neverdying fiune.' 

END OF CANTO VI. 
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CANTO vn. 



THE ARGXJliiEMT. 

The Goddess dismisses the remaining Sylphs, and recalUng those 
trhom she had indulged with a short suspension of hd»ur directs 
them to show the most celebrated philosophers, natural, meta- 
physical and moral.— In compliance with this injunction, they 
cause the likenesses of COPERNICUS, TTCHO BRAKE, KEP- 
LER»>6ALILE0, BACON, DESCARTES, BOTLE, NEW- 
TON, LOCKE, ADDISON, JOHNSON, 8cc to appear in 
succession.— The professors of Anatcnny and Medicine, HARVET 
BOERHAAVE and LINN£US.— The Princes of modem times 
distinguished by thdr patronage oi Learning and the Sciences* 
LEWIS XIV, PETER the Great, and FREDERIC n. of 
Frassia.— The Fair Sex complimented on their proficiency hi 
Literature and the Artst 
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£R voice awhile the Goddess here fuppress*d, 
Then tum'd, and thus the airy tribes addressed. 
** Well haTC ye« Sylphs, your Queen*s command obeyed 
And with unerring skill each scene portray'd. 
Bat now you feel your nerves with toil unstrung, 
On the poised wing so long in ether hung ; 
For though the strength of spirits jrou can boast, 
l^rotracted labour will the strength exhaust. 
Enough a stated time fiom action cease ; 
The myriads now before me I release, 
Through the wide heavhis as fimcy dictates fly. 
And let flnesh crowds the vacancy supply." 

Glad to be fVeed, the countless nations dart 
Upward and downward, parallel and thwart. 
In wild oonfumm. Glancing ftom their plumes 
A changeful light the azure vault iDames. 
Less varying hues beneath the pole adorn 
The streamy i^ooes of the Bmeal mom, 
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That wavering to and fro their radiance shed 
On Bothnia^B gulf with glassy iee overspread, 
Where the lone native, as he homeward glide*, 
On polish^ sandals, o^or the imprisoned tides. 
And still the balance of his frame preserves. 
Wheeled on alternate foot in lengthViing curves, 
Sees at a glance, above him and below, 
Two rival heavens with equal splendour glow. 
SpherM in the centre of the worid he seems, 
For all around with soft efiiilgence gleams ; 
Stars, moons, and meteors ray oppose to ray, 
And solemn midnight pours the blaze of day. 
Their tiny eyes like infiint diamonds shine, 
And shame the proudett offspring of the mine ; 
Or the mcrist gems, that when Aurora showers 
Her peariy treasure, tremble on the flow'rs. 
Their ringlets dripping with celestial dews 
Breathe fragrant sweets, and charm the sight with hues, 
like those beheld, whenever their wings expand, 
On ^ctures penciled there by Nature's hand. 
Some locks of verdure %ave ; dishevelled gold 
Loose o'er their ivory shoulders some unfold ; 
Some tresses of Mae curling mist untie, 
The fluid streamers float along the sky ; 
Some sprinkling 8cintillati<HU from their hair 
Fill with a glimmering show'r the spangled air : 
Thus when to guide rich vessels through the dt^p, 
A pile of wood, on Aeapolco's steep, 
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Has half the ni|^t sent forth a lofty Uaze, 
And the bright beacon towVd the dawn decays, 
Should the rude wmds with sudden motions shake 
Their rustling pinions and the pile awake^ 
The scattered ashes show the smother'd fire, 
And the red sparkles to the skies aspire. 
While these their flight in all directions speed, 
Fresh myriads to the vacant space succeed. 
In endless train the glittering crowds draw near ; 
Thus when the sultry lion rules the year, 
The insect tribes convolring in the gale 
Down the long yalley o'er the forest sail, 
While in the west declined the rab of day 
Gilds the live clouds with horizontal ray. 
As the swain gazes,doubt8 his breast invade 
If hosts of flies can thus the woods o'ershade ; 
He deems that vapours swim before his view. 
Then rubs the balls of sight, and looks anew. 

At length their ranks th*assemUed Sylphs compos* 
Of depth unbounded, and the Queen inclose ; 
Successive curves the circling legions fomy 
So when the moon, sure i««sage t^a storm, 
Veil'd in refracting mist the sky ascends, 
Ring after ring the halo round her bends. 
Diffusing o'er the dusky cheek of night 
The softest tints of variegated lig^t. 

From die whole army not a whiter broke, 
As Science thus, her voice exalting, spoke. 
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*'Te shades of things! again your aid I ask, 
And with your wonted zeal perform the task. 
The sages raise who persevering mount 
Along the stream of causes to its fount : 
Still by Experiment, with cautious tread. 
Through the dark maze of boundless Nature kd. 
Those who, with astronomic sails unfurPd, 
Traverse the vast abysses of the worid; 
Who sjrstem rising after system trace, 
As Knowledge wafts them o^er the seas of space ; 
And those who, prisms to intellect applied. 
Its Mended powers and faculties divide. 
All the fine threads of mental light unbind. 
And show the primary colours of the mind. 
Nor those omit who love with care to range 
Life's varied walks, and marking ev'ry change 
Of vice and folly sketch, in figures true. 
Each shifting scene, and still with moral view ; 
To check the wanderings of the heart their aim, 
Kaise the low thought, or kindle Virtue's flame. 
And first let great COPERNICUS appear, (A) 

At the sad moment, when firom sudden fear 
Of bigot rage, and Calumny's foul breath. 
He flies for shelter to the arms of Death." 

She ended, and with motion swift as thought 
The agile Sylphs the task enjoin'd them wrought. 
A venerable sage to view arose, 
On whose thin locks dceripit Time his snows 
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Had largely shed. With grave and studious air 
He sate redin'd obliquely ia his chair. 
His eyes were fix'd on earth, his arms vrere crossed, 
And the whole man iu meditation lost. 
Composed of wire and balls of gilded wood, 
A curious woik of art beside him stood. 
The sun's bright image in the centre shone, 
And seven fkir planets circled ronnd ^Si throne. 
First Mercury in excessive splendour burais ; 
Then lovely Venus on her axle turns. 
£arth and her satellite, the lunav orb, 
Their radiance next with eager thirst absorb. 
WheePd in a space of wider compass still, 
Kext Mars and Jove their urns with lustre fill ; 
And lastly, Saturn, doom'd the whole to bound. 
In thirty years completes his mighty round ; 
For yet no glass had firom the system's verge 
Made HERSCHELL'S dbtant star to sight emerge. 
Meantime, approaching witUdespatchful look, 
A youth presents the senior with a book ; 
Wet from the press i^pear th^adhesive leaves ; 
The senior with a smile the book receives. 
But ah ! the rising pleasure soon was crush'd ; 
Before his chur an hideous phantom rush*d. 
Who with a flaming brand illura'd the place. 
And swung in horrid rings an iron mace. 
The sage the fbrm of Persecution knew. 
And straight his cheek assumed a dusky hue ; 

L 
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Blood fixiin lib mouth^nd nostrils burst ; he sigh'd, 
Dropped on his breast the fainting head, and died. 

llien thus the Pow'r proceeds. ** Ton reverend sire, 
IVhom thou hast seen with mental pangs exfnre, 
SldllM to expound creation^s ev'ry law 
Shall from the general centra earth withdraw. 
In which, her own less noUe sphere disdained, 
The proud usurper had for'ages reign'd ; 
And fixing on her vacant seat the sun 
Teach the swift planets round her disk to run. 
Each orb enjo}ing in its whirling flight 
The pleasing interchange of day and night. 
He then, while Truth herself directs his quill, 
Shall with the w(md*rou8 tale ft volume fill : 
But Prudence shall a cautious dread suggest. 
Confining long the secret to his breast ; 
And when, f\ill half the age of mortals past, 
The tome shall issue into light at last, 
Wak'd by the well-known baseness of mankind 
Such strong emotions shall afflict his mind. 
That li&*s firail barriers yielding to their sway. 
He sinks o'erpower'd, and sobs hu soul away. 

** Seest thou that rock around whose broken shore 
The northern surges in mad tumult roar ? 
A stately castle crowns the barren strand. 
The seat of BR AHE^ Behold him yonder stand (B) 
On the bleak summit of the loftiest tow*r. 
And eye the stars at midmght's chilling hour. 
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When kindled by an air intensely keen 

Not the least quiv'ring spark can drop onseen. 

*" Lo KEPLER there his awiul statui« rears, (C) 
Bom to adjust the motions of the spheres, 
And from their pressure on the yielding main 
Th'altemate fluxions of the tides explain ; * ' 
Why bursting now above the hig^st shelves, 
Now stealmg back, and roll'd into themselves. 

** Among the chief instructors of mankind 
Rank 3ronder senior on his staff rpclJnM. 
Remark his hoary locks, his eyes remark. 
Dim, but not yet with blindness wholly dark. 
Eyes that through crystals formM by his own art 
Have left of heav'n no undiscovered part. 
Though sinking with the maladies of age. 
And crush'd beneath the weight of priestly rage, 
The human ruin seems majestic still, 
like some old temple on a distant hill. 
Behold him now, the slave of trembling dread, 
Tow'rd the dire bar of Superstition led. 
To seal on bended knees the last disgrace- 
No, from the sig^t avert thy blushing face, 
Nor see fair Truth and Virtue stoop to shame 
In the disguise of GALILEO'S name." 
Soon as she ceas'd, before the Hero's view 
Its gates a spacious structure open threw. 
And showM within its walls a motley crowd 
lliat seemM of Learning's tawdry trappings pnmd. 
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In gowns, f\irr*d cloaks, and sable cowls arrayed, 

The tbroDg a strange fantastic figure made. 

Her cap exulting Folly o^er th«n waves, 

And Dissonance in Roman fetters rave*. 

Eager the prize of captiousness to win 

They stun the hall with sylloi^stic din. 

Quibbles and quirks are without number tried 

And barbarous jargon toss'd from side to side, 

While proofs of empty air and systems vain. 

Rank exhalations from a sickly brain. 

By Science viewM, though dim to ALFRED'S eye, 

Round the wide hall in vapoiury shadows fly. 

By the whde crowd with suppliant awe revered 

Two idols on two pedestals were rearM ; 

On one the Stag^rite was iftan to rest, (D) 

AqUINAS on the other 8to«^«onfess'd. (E) 

The people round an altar giC#leting, swore 

On thor own reason to rely no more, 

But still to these unerring gods consign 

All sway in knowledge earthly or divine. 

"While these in wordy fig^t conflicting brawl. 
And spurious logic echos through the hall, 
A sage drew near. Majestic was lus gait. 
And with a look he hushed the mad debate. 
When lo ! the crowd discovert, with surprise, 
A scale of many a step that pierc'd the skies. 
Forth fttxn the summit of the long ascent, 
Thiough opViing clouds, a graceful ibmale bent. 
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Her mantle was of pore unspotted white, 
"Whose texture shone with silvery threads of Ug;ht ; 
In zoneless freedom wav'd the mystic vest, 
And showM the swelling beauties of her breast ; 
Yet her blue eyes, with Virtue's lustre fir'd. 
From the least notice modestly retir'd. 
She seemM in all the Mooming pride of youth, 
And on her luur's fair band was written— Truth. 

llien thus the sage, while all to hear him ran, 
With ur of conscious dignity began. 

** I come the herald and the friend of peaoe^ (F) 
Then dvil war, ye fierce polemics ! cease. 
Since herakls both to men and gods are dear, 
llespect my function, and my words revere ; 
Against the realms of Nature join your pow'rs. 
Shake her strong bastions, rend her rocky tow'n. 
Still as ye strive her arduous heights to gain. 
Conjecture's fVail though ready aid disdain. 
Alone be sure Experiment your guide. 
Nor swerve a moment from her trusty ride. 
Behold her scale before you stands suUime, 
And tempts you tow'rd the source of good to climb, 
Approach, but mount not with incautious haste, 
On the next round let ev^ry step be plac*d ; 
So shall no luckless chance your efforts f<nl. 
And Truth shall at the summit crown your toil; 
There shall the C^ueen, in idl her simple charms. 
With sweet relttctanee rink into your arms." 

L2 
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The PowV to ALFRED then. ** In yonder sage 
Thou aeest the BACON of a later age, (G) 

Who jBrst to knowledge shall direet the way^ 
Great haiUnger and prophet of my sway, 
Destroy perverted Logic's cobweb rules. 
And brush the dust of learning fnm. the schools. 
The fince of old Authority suppress, 
And chedcthe idle fireaks of wantcm Guess, 
That treacherous lig^t, by whose illusive rays 
Far from her road benighted Reason strays. 
No track diseem'd, the faint bewilder'd child 
Rambles through Exror's wood perplexed and wild, 
im Prejudice, with stem ferocious eye. 
And Superstition mark her pasring by, 
Rush from their yawning dens, her streng^ o'erpow V, 
And with the rage of cannibals devour. 

" See there DESCARTES, who sedulous to shun 
The viscous threads that Sophistry has spun, 
From the mistakes of others keeps aloof^ 
And yields assent alone to solid proof. (H) 

Keen-eyM he shows how man may best attain 
The path that leads to Truth's resplendent fane. 
But scorns himself the narrow way to trace. 
Fond to expadate in a wider space, 
TiU in the giddy whirl of Fancy tost, (I) 

He flies through heav*n at random, and is lost. 
« DESCARTES withdrawing, BOTLE to view ascends 
By Knowledge eUut*d among her firmest ftiends. (K) 
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Smit with the love of Xatore^s bkmramg duums, 
He woos the Goddess to his eager anns. 
In vam she flies, in vain beneath the gjoimd 
Would refuge seek ; her dark retreat is found. 
Ev*n if she hems herself in brazen tow*rs, 
He, master of the strong mechanic powers. 
His battering engines plants agamst the wall, 
And soon beholds the shatter^ bulwarks fall: 
Or if she hopes to speed her flight through air, 
FirM by her coyness he pursues her there. 
Before his art the vanqnish'd air retires. 
An art that ARCHIMEDES* shade admires. 
Know the receiver (kshion'd|by his hand, 
Transcends whatever the Syracusan plann'd« 
For pistons thence the subtlest air expel 
Fast as they heave the water from the well. 

** Now, ALFRED ! view the foremest of his kind, 
A seraph in the mould of man enshrin'd. 
Scarce Fancy in her widest range conceives 
The many wonders he with ease achieves." 

She spoke, and ev*n before her lips could close. 
Fair as Aurora^s blush the vision rose. 
A sage high in mid-air they saw, 
Whose mild complacency attempered awe. 
With pure intelligence his aspect beam'd. 
As his whole body lig^t as ether seemed. 
And if his soul with sublimating flame 
Had into kindred ^irit changed his finune. 
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On clouds of gold he lean'd. Three shapes were nigh* 
Whose chaims proclaim*d them daugfaters of the sky- 
To court his favour all intent appear : 
One o*er his shoulder bending show'd a sphere, 
That sparkled thick with ev'ry brighter sign, 
And ev'ry twinkling star, a work divine. 
Close to his rig^t aiibther form was placed. 
Who with a blazing sun her dneture braced. 
Seven rings the circlet of her crown composed, 
And ev'ry ring a different hue disclos'd. 
The primary tints of day in order spread. 
From the faint violet to the growing red. 
Her fingers grasp'd a prism. The third, who tried 
Her sweet allurements on the other side. 
Held forth an hourglass in her ivory hand. 
While the sage stoopM to mark the ebbing sand : 
And oft a transient glance she bade him cast 
On Time, whose form on rapid wings had pass'd. 
Seen dimly near the verge of heaven he flew, 
And tow'rs and temples with a touch overthrew* 
Heav'd from their base, with thunder's muttering sound, 
The tumbling columns shake the solid ground. 
Now S}'ria fldls, now Egypt strews the plain, 
While the long ruins mount in smoke again. 
Earth, as he smites her with his iron feet, (L) 

Rolls back with wild dismay and shifts her seat. 

Then Science. " Since th'Etemal deign'd to call 
From the dark trackless deep thy native ball, 



129 

And swath'd the infant world in bands of Iigbf, 
Ko mortal e*er transcended N£WTON*S might. 
Supreme of sages ! Through the universe 
His eyes with such resistless ardour pierce 
That causes in the thickest gloom concealed 
Start to his penetrating ken reveal'd. 
Bom to solve gor^an knots he first expounds 
How the vast planets in their annual rounds, 
With ev'ry fiery comet, deem*d so long 
For the restraint of laws too wild and strong, 
Cheek'd by attraction's regular controul, 
From age to age, the same ellipsis roll. 
Nor while through heaven's profundity he springs 
On the sure stroke of geometric wmgs, 
Forgets to span the spacious orbs, nor fails 
To weigh them in his mathematic scales- 
Nor think Astronomy his only care. 
Two other powers as beauteous, claim a share. 
In fluid splendour there Opticia glows : 
llie seeming toy, that in her hand she shows, 
Bieaks into seven fair hues the smallest ray. 
Shot from the arrowy chariot of the day. 
Behold, they now, in separate rings adorn 
The bright tiara round her temples worn. 
And there Chronology before him bends. 
Who to his >iew an horologe extends. 
And bids him oft observe yon spectre sweep 
With level pinion oVr the land and deep. 
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Hence the great aage revue* ev'ry date 
lliat marks the dreary labyrinths of fiite; 
And, each false era from its staticm hiu-rd. 
Restores the genuine epochs of the world.** 

She ended, and the form of NEWTON fled. 
But left another vision in its stead. , 
A sire in thought profound, came slowly forth. 
With modest mein, unconscious of his worth. 
From his dark eyes, that strongest sense bespoke, 
The glance of proud presumpti<»i never broke : 
They shone at once expressive and serene. 
Bland with vivacity, with meekness keen. 
An unsubstantial female near him stood. 
Void as the moonbeams wav'ring on the flood; 
Or the faint shadows that in autumn pass, 
I>riv*n by the wind along th'inclining grass. 
Her airy arm she tilled, and duplay'd 
A human head of lucid crystal made. 
Whose clear transparency, in prospect plain. 
Gave the quick shiiUng pictures of the bcain. 
The senior in his hand the wonder took. 
And bending o*er it with an earnest look, 
Saw what the world so long in vain had sought. 
The process and economy of thought. 

The Pow'r on ALFRED'S mute attention snul^d, 
Then thus with vmce as whispering zephyrs mild. 

** See LOCKE in yonder sage of modest air, 
And Metaphysic see in yonder fair, 
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Whose fbnn half viewless immateiial seems 

As the light fleeting images of dreams. 

The talisman, that now his hands uplift, 

And eyes with care examine, b her gift. 

He there of intellect surveys the seat, 

Vacant at first as is th'unspotted sheet. 

Till through the doors of sense, the shapes of things 

Glide to the brain, on various eolour'd wings. 

Through five broad portals he beholds them dart, 

While busy Memory takes the greater part, 

And hides them deep within her private cell, ' 

Where the mixt nations unregarded dwell. 

Till recollection calls them forth to day, 

KangM by the judging pow'r in long array. 

He sees, with nicely scrudnizing eye, 

Where the young passions yet in embryo lie, 

Children of pleasure and of pain. He sees 

How rais'd from doubt by regular degrees 

With step still more assured, assent proceeds 

To firm conviction ; and exulting reads 

In characters by Truth's own touch desig^'d 

Clear as the light, the history of the mind." 

She spoke, and thus the transports of his Ineast, 
With elevated voice the Prince express'd : 

*' The golden age let bards extol no more. 
Another rises formed of richer ore 
Dug from the mines of knowledge by the toil 
Of matchless NEWTON, LOCKE, DESCARTES imd BOYLE. 
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But who are those tbat now my notice strike i 

They teon nor idiolly Afferent nor alike. 

For deeply graren in each manly &ee 

Difloeniment qniek, and aaSad wnse I tiaee: 

Yet one by simple Nature fimnM to please 

Ifoves with fiimiliar ni^;ligiakBe and ease ; 

While looking downwaid on d>e va^;ar thrang 

With port sublime d>e other stalks akmg. 

In nun die crossing stream before him glides, 

In Tain his path the predpiee divides ; 

Right (mward, in the same direction still. 

The towering giant strides fitim hill to hill ; 

fiOs bulk through half the spaee of heaven is spread. 

And the ground shakes beneath his ponderous tread.** 

The Queen her lecture thus oommoieM again : 
'* Know, Prince, the pair that now tlune eyes detain. 
Great teachers of morality, shall rule 
With undisputed sway the ethic school. 
Of life and manners just designs impart. 
And stamp the lore of Yirtue on the heart. 
By unaffected modesty of sense. 
Candour and firankness winning confidence. 
Half huighing ADDISON, as friend with fnead, 
Shall calmly reason, and the age amend. 
Sseasy lessons on dse mind distil 
Soft at the murmurs of a tiidtling riP. 
Touch^ by his wit the gay coquettish fidr 
Bends to the ground her eyes with solemn air, 

White the prim stiffness of the simpering prude 
Sinks into Nature^s careless attitude. 






Ev'q in the height ofPassion's wild career 
IncoQtinenoe shall lend a willing ear, 
And the rash promise nuule to Pleasure break, 
While sudden blushes mantle o*er his cheek. 
But JOHNSON scorning on a &ult to smile 
Spurns with indignant frown the li^tor style. 
Vigorous to think, and skilful to expound. 
He mighty thought shall uige with mighty sound, 
And pouring periods rapid, strong and deep 
Down the full stream th*astanish'd reader sweep ; 
Yet always clear and luculent the flood, 
Ev'n in its utmost rage, contracts no mud. 
Bright as th^expanse of summer skies it flows, 
And a fair mirror m its bosom shows. 
Virtue shall o'erit bend, and pleas'd surrey 
Celestial beauty on her features play ; 
Pride as she sees her bloated form shall shrink. 
And learn more humbly of her worth to think ; 
His shiivell'dlvisage Avarice shall behold. 
Loathe the foul sight, and curse the lust of gold ; 
Profanoiess starting at his grizly &oe 
lift his spread arrows to Heaven, and sue fin: grace ; 
Pix'd in amazement Slander cease to hiss. 
And from her hand th'invenmu*d shaft dismiss. 
** But now tlune eyes to yonder hill advance, 
Throng'd with the ablest moralists of Fnuioe. 
There may'st thou in a lofty station view 
The open Uberal front of MONTESQUIEU. 

M 
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Who bold with temper, in a despot's reign. 
Brands vile Corruption and her servile train ; 
Whose quick discernment diligent to scan 
The moral pow*rs that faslnon pliant man. 
From habits, climes and modes of thinking draws, 
With chymic skill, the Spirit (^tbe Laws. 
There gentle FENELON, the polish*d mind. 
Tastes freshest bay around his mitre twin'd. 
Who, scattering flowerets o'er the rocks of truth, 
Tempts the approach of eoy unpractised youth. 
And there reclining, o'er a brook, ROUSSEAU, 
Wrapt in a trance of sympathetic woe. 
Mysterious man ! what keen sensations dart 
Through the soft foldings of his feeling heart ! 
An heart where diffidence and vain conceit. 
Love and disgust in strange assemblage meet. 
I'hough oft in Error's maze he wanders wide, 
The idle whims of paradox his pride. 
When the fair bud of tender childhood blows , 
An anxious wish to aid its growth he shows ; 
From the rough gusts of Passion shields the bloom. 
Breathes o*er it Cultivation's rich perfume ; 
And as the foliage opens on the day. 
Spreads ev'ry leaf to Virtue's fost'ring ray. 
But of unconquerable might possess'd. 
High on the topmost summit, o'er the rest. 
Behold VOLTAIRE, another thunderer, stands. 
The bolts of Satire Iwandish'd in his hands. 
Lo ! Superstition from th^unequal war, 
Tunu his grim forehead trench'd vrith many a scar ; 
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And scorch'd by lUdicule's destrtictiTe fires, 
Fanatic Frenzy with a shriek expires. 
A boundless genius, in eaeh science vers*d, 
And greatin all, if not in all the first. 
Now o^er the Stage he moires in buskin'd pride, 
Terror and Pity stalking by his side . 
And now, his strength rela&'d in conuc spent. 
Points the shrewd pleasantry, or quick retort. 
Now on heroic wing he mounts sublime. 
And now retracing the long flight of time, 
The humbler path of narrative pursues, 
Beneath the g^uidance of the historic muse ; 
Calls by his art fix>m Pluto's dreary coast 
Of ancient manners many a fleeting ghost ; 
And luds them all resume the dress they wore, 
When denizens of earth in days of yore. 
Immortal sage ! unmatch'd thy talents Uaze, 
But dart too oft like Sinus baneftil rays: 
Thy wit a fiery meteor, to and fro 
Impetuous glancing, strikes with forcefiil blow 
Religious Truth, and strives, but strives in vain, 
To blast the plant that bears the balm of pain. 
The plant that, when no other drug succeeds^ 
Heals ev'ry wound with which the bosom Ueeds.*' 

Again the King. ** I grieve to see a mind 
Strong and acute, to prejudice resign*d. 
Perhaps Religion's features, by constraint, 
DawbM with the glaring harlotry ot paint; 
The tawdry mantle o'er her loosely throwq, 
Der open breast, and waist without a zone 



136 

Inspire abhorrence, and his erring eyes 
Own not the saint ia such a fbul disguise. 
But other yisi<His crowd upon my view, 
Say what the task that yonder men pursoe ? 
Some with keen sted the Jliuman frame dissect, 
And the fine texture of the nerves inspect. 
Alembics some with busy care attend. 
Or watchM o'er dissolving minerals bend. 
Nor though invoWd in wreaths of smoke and fire 
Relax thor labours, or a step retire: 
'While others stooping with unwearied toil 
Cnll the g^reen herbage that adorns the soil. 
Assuage they not the pangs of corporal woe. 
And court Hygiea to the realms below ?" 

To whom the Goddess. ** Prince ! thy judging nund 
Has with sagacious gfuess the truth divined. 
The priests of Peean those, intent to scan 
The frame, and cure the maladies of man. 
See HARVET there who teaches how the blood 
Fours through the throMnng heart its crimson flood, 
And thence diffused along the branching veins 
In many a wild meander life sustains ; 
Nor ever rests, but in eternal ring 
Rolls the rich current backward to its spring. 
BOERHAAYE see yonder whom the chymic powV 
Leaps to the shelter of her sooty bowV, 
Where the sage views the process of the still, 
Or learns the glowing crucible to fijl 
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Vf ith earths and ore% nor of the mdtinif mass 
Fails, though the fumes of suffocating gas 
Vex his impatient lungs, and check his teeath, 
To mould the bolts that vanquish pain and death. 
Foremost of those, who with discerning eye 
The sex of every tree and herb descry ; 
Who hear them sofUy amorous tows repeat, 
And see them mix their loves with rapture sweet ; 
Who range and class each hardy plant, that sips 
Canadia's chilling rime with ruby lips. 
And each gay floM'er that purpling Indian vales 
Loads with delicious balm the tepid gales, 
LINN^US stands. Nor leaf, nor bud, nor Uadc, 
Nor smallest fibre can his sight evade : 
£v'u Israel's king for wisdom so renown'd 
In hijH would have superior knowledge found. 
Though skiird m all that decks the hill or mead. 
From the tall oedarto the meanest weed. 

** But who each strange invention can relate ? 
A« if impower'd to force the will of Fate, 
Some high as ether fling tlie gushing stream. 
By the resistless strength of mighty steam. 
Some venture by attraction's aid to vie 
With Heaven's tremendous agents, finm the sky 
Call the big thunder, and with certain aim 
Point as they please, the lightning's subtile flame. 
These deeply vers'd in each pneumatic law 
Light fluid air from various matterdraw. 

M2 
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On clouds of gold he lean'd. Three shapes were nigfa» 
Whose chaims proclaim*d them daughters of the sky. 
To court his ikvour all intent appear : 
One o*er his shoulder bending show'd a sphere, 
That sparkled thick with ev'ry brighter sign, 
And ev'ry twinkling star, a wwk divine. 
Close to his rig^t aiibther form was placed. 
Who with a blazing sun her cineture bracM. 
Seven rings the circlet of her crown compos'd, 
And ev'ry ring a different hue disclos'd. 
The primary tints of day in mder spread, 
From the faint ^'iolet to the growing red. 
Her fingers grasp'd a prism. The third, w ho tried 
Her sweet allurtments on the other side. 
Held forth an hourglass in her ivory hand. 
While the sage stoopM to mark the ebbing sand : 
And oft a transient glance she bade him cast 
On Time, whose form on rapid wii^ had pass'd. 
Seen dimly near the verge of heaven he flew. 
And tow'rs and temples with a touch o'erthrew* 
HeavM from their base, with thunder's muttering sound. 
The tumbling coltunns shake the solid ground. 
Now S>Tia fldls, now Egypt strews the plain, 
While the long ruins mount in smoke again. 
Earth, as he smites her with his iron feet, (L) 

Rolls back with wild dismay and shifts her seat. 

Then Science. " Since th'Etemal ddgn'd to call 
From the dark trackless deep thy native ball, 
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And 9irath*d tJhe infant world in bands of ligbf, 
Ko mortal e*er transcended NEWTON^S might. 
Supreme of sages ! Throu^ the universe 
His eyes with such resistless ardour pierce 
That causes in the thickest g^oom concealed 
Start to his penetrating ken reveal'd. 
Bom to solve gor^an knots he first expounds 
How the vast planets in their annual rounds, 
With ev'ry fiery comet, deem*d so long 
For the restraint of laws too wild and strong, 
Ched(*d by attraction's regular controul. 
From age to age, the same ellipsis roll. 
Nor while through heav Vs proflmdity he springs 
On the sure stroke of geometric wings, 
Forgets to span the spacious orbs, nor fails 
To weigh them in his mathematic scales- 
Nor think Astronomy his only care. 
Two other powers as beauteous, claim a share. 
In fluid splendour there Opticia g^ws : 
llie seeming toy, that in her hand she shows, 
Breaks into seven fair hues the smallest ray. 
Shot from the arrowy chariot of the day. 
Behold, they now, in separate rings adorn 
The brif^t tiara round her temples worn. 
And there Chronology before him bends. 
Who to his view an horologe extends. 
And bids him oft observe yon qiectre sweep 
With level pinion o'er the land and deep. 
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Hence the great sage revues ev'ry date 
I'hat marks the dreary labyrmths of fiite; 
And, each false era from its station hurl'd. 
Restores the genuine epochs of the world.** 

She ended, and the form of NEWHTON fled. 
But left another vision in its stead. ^ 
A sire in thought profound, caihe slowly finth. 
With modest mein, unconscious of his worth. 
From his dark eyes, that strongest sense bespoke, 
The glance of proud presumpticm never broke : 
They shone at once expressive and serene, 
Bland with vivacity, vnth meekness keen. ^ 
An unsubstantial female near him stood, 
Void as the moonbeams wav'ringon the flood; 
Or the faint shadows that in autumn pass, 
Driv'n by the wind along th'inclining grass. 
Her airy arm she tilled, and display'd 
A human head of lucid crystal made. 
Whose clear transparency. In prospect plain. 
Gave the quick shifting pictures of the twain. 
The senior in his hand the wonder took. 
And bending o'er it with an earnest look. 
Saw what the world so long in vain had sought. 
The process and economy of thought. 

The Pow'r on ALFRED'S mute attention smiled, 
Then thus with voice as whispering zephyrs mild. 

*^ See LOCKE in yonder sage of modest air, 
And Metaphysic see in yonder fSur, 
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Whose fbnn half viewless immateiial seems 

As the light fleeting images of dreams. 

The talisman, that now his hands uplift, 

Aud eyes vrith care examine, b her gift. 

He there of intellect surveys the seat. 

Vacant at first as is th'unspotted sheet. 

Till through the doors of sense, the shapes of things 

Glide to the bnun, on various coloured wings. 

I'hrougfa five broad portals he beholds them dart, 

While busy Memory takes the greater part, 

And hides them deep within her private cell. 

Where the nuxt nations unregarded dwell. 

Till recolleciion calls them forth to day. 

Ranged by the judging pow'rin long array. 

He sees, with nicely scrutinizing eye, 

Where the young passions yet in embryo lie, 

Children of pleasure and of pain. He sees 

How rais'd f\t)ra doubt by regular d^^rees 

With step still more assured, assent proceeds 

To firm conviction ; and exulting reads 

In characters by Truth's own touch desigpii'd 

Clear as the light, the history of the mind." 

She spoke, and thus the transports of his Ineast, 
With elevated voice the Prince expressM : 

** The golden age let bards extol no more. 
Another rises formed of richer ore 
Dug from the mines of knowledge by the toil 
Of matchless NEWTON, LOCKE, DESCARTES tisiA BOYLE. 
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But who are those that now my notice strike ? 

They seem nor wholly diSerent nor alike, 

For deeply graren in each manly &ee 

Difcemment quick, and sofid sense I trace: 

Yet one by simple Nature formM to please 

Moves with familiar ni^;ligen<Be and ease; 

While looking downward on the vulgar throng 

With port sublime the other stalks along. 

In vain the crossing stream before him glides. 

In vain his path the precipice divides ; 

Right onward, in the same direction still. 

The towering giant strides ftom hill to hill ; 

His bulk through half the space of heaven is spread. 

And the ground shakes beneath his ponderous tread.*' 

The Queen her lecture thus commenced again : 
*' Know, Prince, the paur that now tlane eyes detain. 
Great teachers of morality, shall rule 
With undisputed sway the ethic school. 
Of life and manners just designs impart. 
And stamp the love of virtue on the heart. 
By unaffected modesty <^ sense. 
Candour and ftankness winning confidence. 
Half htughing ADDISON, as friend with fheod, 
Shall calmly reason, and the age amend. 
Bis easy lessons on the mind distil 
Soft at the murmurs of a tinkling riP. 
Touched by hu wit the gay coquettish fidr 
Bends to the ground her eyes with sdemn air, 
While the prim stiflness of the simpering prude 
Sinks into Nature's careless attitude. 






Ev'n in the height ofPassion's wild career 
Incontinence shall lend a willing ear, 
And the rash pN>nuse made to Pleasure break, 
While sudden blushes mantle o'er his cheek. 
But JOHNSON scorning on a ikult to smile 
Spurns with indignant frown the lighter style. 
Vigorous to think, and skilful to expound. 
He mighty thought shall uige with mighty sound. 
And pouring periods rapid, strong and deep 
Down the full stream th'astonish'd reader sweep ; 
Yet always clear and luculent the flood, 
£v*n in its utmost rage, contracts no mud. 
Bright as th'expanse of summer skies it flows. 
And a fair mirror m its bosom shows. 
Virtue shall o*erit bend, and pleased survey 
Celestial beauty on her features play ; 
Pride as she sees her bloated form shall shrink. 
And learn more humbly of her worth to think ; 
His shrivell'djvisage Avarice shall behold. 
Loathe the foul sight, and curse the lust of gold ; 
Profaneness starting at his grizly &oe 
lift his spread arrows to Heaven, and sue fbr grace ; 
Fix'd in amazement Slander cease to hiss. 
And from her hand th'invenmn'd shaft dismiss. 
** But now thine eyes to yonder hill advance, 
Throng'd with the aUest moralists of France. 
There may'st thou in a lofty station view 
The open Uberal Gcoal of MONTESqUIEU. 

M 
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Who bold with temper, m a depot's reign. 
Brand* vile Corruption and ber servile train ; 
Whose quick disoenunent diligent to scan 
The moral pow'n that fiuhion pliant man, 
From habits, climes and modes of thinking draws, 
With chymic skill, the S^nt of the Laws. 
There gentle FENELON, the polished mind. 
Tastes freshest bay around hu mitre twin'd. 
Who, scattering flowerets o'er the rocks of trath. 
Tempts the apiwoach <^cojr unpractis'd youth. 
And there reclining, o'er a brook, ROUSSEAU, 
Wrapt in a trance of sympathetic woe. 
Mysterious man ! what keen smaaUons dart 
Through the soft foldings of his feeling heart ! 
An heart where diflSdence and vain ooncdt. 
Love and disg^t in strange assemblage meet. 
'I'hough oft in Error's maze he wanders wide, 
The idle whims of paradox his pride. 
When the fair bud of tender childhood blows, 
An anxious wish to aid its growth he shows ; 
From the rough gusts of Passion shields the bloom. 
Breathes o'er it Culdvatian's rich perfume ; 
And as the foliage opens on the day. 
Spreads ev'ry leaf to Virtue's fost'ring ray. 
But of unconquerable mig^t possess'd. 
High on the topmost summit, o'er die rest. 
Behold VOLTAIRE, another thunderer, stands, 
The bolts of Satire brandiah'd in his hands. 
Lo ! Superstition from di'unequal war, 
Tunu his grim forehead trench'd with many a scar ; 
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And scorch'd by R^dieule*s destroctire fires, 
Fanatie Frenzy with a shriek expires. 
A boundless genius, in each science vers*d. 
And greatin all, if not in all the first. 
Now o^er the Stage he mores in buskin*d pride, 
Terror and Pity stalking by his side . 
And now, his strength relaxed in connc sport, 
Points the shrewd pleasantry, or quick retort. 
Now on heroic wing ht mounts sublime, 
And now retracing the long flight of timet 
The humbler path of narrative pursues, 
Beneath the guidance of the historic muse ; 
Calls by his art fix>m Pluto's dreary coast 
Of ancient manners many a fleeting ghost ; 
And bids them all resume the dress they wore. 
When denizens of earth in days of yore. 
Immortal sage ! unmatched thy talents Maze, 
But dart too oft like Sinus banefVil rays: 
Thy wit a fiery meteor, to and firo 
Impetuous glancing, strikes with forceftd blow 
Religious Truth, and strives, but strives in vun, 
To blast the plant that bears the balm of pain. 
The plant that, when no other drug succeeds^ 
Heals ev'ry wound with which the bosom Ueeds.*' 

Again the King* ** I grieve to see a mind 
Strong and acute, to prejudice resigned. 
Perhaps Religion's features, by constraint, 
Dawb'd with the glaring harlotry of paint; 
I'he tawdry mantle o'er her loosely throwi^ 
Her open breast, and waist without a zone 
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Inspire aUkorrence, and his errii^ eyes 
Own not the saint in such a fbol disguise. 
But other visions crowd upon my view, 
Say what the task that yonder men pursue ? 
Some with keen steel the Jiuman frame dissect, 
And the fine texture of the nerves inspect. 
Alembics some with busy care attend, 
Or watchfVil o'er dissolving minerals bold. 
Nor though involv'd in wreaths of smoke and fire 
Relax their labours, or a step retire: 
VHuie others stooping witii tmwearied toil 
Cnll the green herbage that adorns the stnl. 
Assuage they not the pangs of corporal woe, 
And court Hygiea to the realms below V* 

To whom the Goddess. <* Prince I thy j ud^jng mind 
Has with sagacious g^ess the truth divined. 
The priests of Peean those, intent to scan 
The frame, and cure the maladies of man. 
See HARVET there who teaches how the blood 
Pours through the throblnng heart its crimson flood. 
And thence diffused along the branching veins 
In many a wild meander life sustains ; 
Nor ever rests, but in eternal ring 
Rolls the rich current backward to its spring. 
BOERH A AVE see yonder whom the chymic powV 
Leaps to the shelter of her sooty bow'r, 
Where the si^ views die process of the still, 
Or learns the glowing crucible to fill 
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With earths and ores nor of the indtingmass 
Fails, though the fumet of sufibcatiiig gat 
Vex his impatient lungs, and check his breath, 
To mould the bolts that vanquish pain and death. 
Foremost of those, who with discerning eye 
The sex of every tree and herb descry ; 
Who hear them sofUy amorous vows repeat, 
And see them mix their loves with rapture sweet ; 
Who range and class each hardy plant, Uiat tips 
Canadia's chilling rime with ruby lips, 
And each gay flower that purpling Indian vales 
Loads with delicious balm the teind gales, 
LINN^US sunds. Nor leaf, nor bud, nor Uadc, 
Nor smallest fibre can his sight evade : 
£v*u Israelis king for wisdmn so renown'd 
In him would have superior knowledge found. 
Though skiird in all that decks the hill or mead. 
From the tall cedar to the meanest weed. 

** But who each strange invention can relate ? 
As if impower'd to force the will of Fate, 
Some high as ether fling the gushing stream. 
By the resutless strength of mighty steam. 
Some venture by attraction^ aid to vie 
With Heaven's tremendous agents, fitom the sky 
Call the big thunder, and with certain aim 
Point as they please, the ligfatning's subtile flame. 
These deeply vers'd in each pneumatic law 
Light fluid air from various matterdraw. 

MS 



138 

One substance jriekU a vapour soft and bland 
To drink whose bakn the lungs with joy expand t 
Others dissolved into the bane of life 
Wag^ with the breathing oi^;ans bitter strife. 
Those a large ball of vaniish'd silk compose. 
And fiery gasses in its womb inclose, 
Mount on the winds, and from a pendent car 
See earth and ocean underneath them far. 
Now in a whirling eddy tost they ride. 
Now through the boundless void serenely glide. 
And while around them vravering meteors play. 
Hold o'er the gazing world their pathless way. 

" Ev'n Princes now the genVous passion feel, 
And sense and genius patronize with zeal. 
Proud LEWIS speaks, and forthwith at his call 
The Sciences in crowds repair to Gaul, 
On Seine's green margin num'rous trophies rear. 
And soothe with venal praise the monarch's ear ; 
But rising in rebellious arms at length 
Crush the despotic pow'r that gave them strength. 

*' Far to the north, where on a moimt of snow, 
Thimprison'd Neva at his feet lielow, 
His azure brows with glittering stars emboss'd. 
His rigid garment white with hoary frost. 
And all his body cas'd in icy mail. 
Terrific Winter arrowy sleet and hail 
Show'rs fVom His right hand, while his left restrains 
The sun, and wraps in night the polar plains ; 
Illustrious PETER rises as a god 
Awfully great. His cloud^spelling nod 
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Bunts the big^ gloom, and giresthe manl diy 
To shed o*er half the world its cheeking ray. 
Barbarian gromness flks, and stnind sloth. 
Muttering with rage, to leave the country loath. 
The useful arts succeed them. Tow*ring high 
A new metropoln invades the sky, 
Where temples swell majestically bold 
Built with Palladian skill, and halls nnfokl 

To ev'ry wind of heaven their ample gatea^ 

* 

Diffusing justice o^er a thousand states. 
On the broad streams that intersect the reafan 
Trade lifts the canvass and directs the hdm. 
Tall navies on the stormy Bakic ride. 
Or bound exulting o'er the Euxine tide. 
The dismal wild assumes a laughing fkce. 
And the rude natives grow a polished race. 

" Where the clear spree innum'rous windings mAkfii^ 
Contracted now, now opening into lakes, 
Unrivaird FREDERIC on the Oerman pbun 
Erects to every Muse a splendid fkne. 
Like thee ambitious of a twofbld praise. 
He with the laurel intertwines the bays ! 
At noon his thunders set the field on fire» 
Victor at eve he strikes the dulcet lyre. 
Behold ! the Sciences befbre him stand. 
And first the glorious Sdenoe to commaikL 
The leam'd and wise around him fbrm a ring, 
CharmM to receive more knowledge than tbey bring. 

** Nor shall one sex ahmedistinetiooelfeini 
On^highstef^ofUteraryfiune* ' 
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HE ended, and the Tirion from the view 
Dissolving, swift u ihooting stars upflew 
The scatter'd host of Sylphs. Around, abore, 
In circling morris, through the skies they vaort, 
While dipp'd in coloursfof empyrean day 
Their agile vdngs with quick vibiation play. 
Though in her wildest fVolie heedless Chance 
AppearM to guide the motions of tlK dance. 
Wheel within wheel revolv'd, the noxiDg scene 
Was regulated like a rast machine 
Dny*n by unnumber'd springs, where part to part 
Respondent turns, a monument of art. 
The glories from their plumes eifus^d surpass 
Those Niagara boasts, where in one mass (A) 

Full half the torrents of the Western World 
Down the rough steep with noise <^ thunder huri*d, 
And dash'd to shivers on ihc rocks below, 
High as the heav'ns a vapoury column throw. 
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On whose hoar nust the sun whh ftvmting beam 
Gives evVjr hoe of varied B^t to streun. 
The solhaty Indian travelling fiu: 
For the fell poxpose of incurave war, 
Pkas'd with the s^endours of the sevenfold areh. 
Though bent on speed, suspends his hasty mareh, 
And finra momen t ** space recovering hreath 
Fotgeu the savage wish of blood and death. 

Then to the Sylphs the Queen. ** Another hour, 
Te Spirits ! prove the wonders of your pow*r : 
And let the l^;ions, whase exhausted might 
ClaimM a short respite, measure back their flight. 
£v^ from creation's utmost verge I call 
Each wandering Sylph. My plan has need of all.** 

Scarce had she ceasM before in balance even» 
From ev*ry quarter of surrounding heav'n, 
Buoy'd on the wind th'aerial army Oils, 
Rang*d in long squadrtms like an host of quails, 
That quitting Europe ev^ autumn hide 
Beneath their speckled wings the Lybian tide. 
The sailor (nm the shrouds, at break of mom, 
Beholds the feathery nations southward borne. 
One pinion gently agitated waves, 
And one the face of ocean smoothly shaves ; 
Till victors of the wide extended main 
They light in clouds on Aftic's sandy plain. 

Soon as the swarms, with duteous zeal inflam'd, 
Had met, a«4 one immeDse asaonbly fnun*d 



145 

No breathing whisper heard, no motion seen. 
They hung in rings conglobing round the Qaeen 
Who bt-aming rays as those of Cynthia clear 
Stood in the centre of the living sphere. 
When lo ! a sign announc'd her hig^ intent. 
And the light Sylphs, apprizM of what she meant. 
By force of intuition, swiftly flew 
Each to his place, and stretched be&re the view 
Extensive regions. On the fkrther side, 
A sun arising in unclouded pride. 
Discovert realms diversify^ with woods, 
Broad azure waters, and impetuous floods 
SluicM from eternal rock. Two midland seas 
WorkM into frosted silver by the breeze 
The prospect tow'rd the south and east confine^ 
Thy lake, Brigantium ! and, Geneva ! thine. 
Between them swelling to enormous height 
A thousand mountains strike with awe the si^t 
Thick on their breasts a thousand forests grow. 
And into winding valleys scoop'd below 
A thousand scenes of sweet sedunon lie, 
While o*er his giant farethien from the sky 
The Shriekhom fh>wns astonishingly wild. 
With crag on crag in frigfatfbl rain pil*d« 
His endless shadow all Helvetia eross'd, 
And half the land was in the darkness lost 
Meantime, a female as an angel fiur 
Came down ftom heav^irai streamy wiogt of ftir. 

N 
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Her finMeisflMm levcslM a lively (rftce, 
And aftee t^tbrightoi'd inker fiiee. 
H^ topple joants elaide foree had stninc;. 
For with quick bound ftom rock to rock she sprung. 
Swift at the vaulting chamois. To the wind 
The floaiingtreatares of her hair oonsign*d 
Pby'djin redundant ringlets, o^ her necl^ 
Her brow uncultivated flowerets deck. 
Culled ftom the meadow, thorny brake, or hili 
Tlie pansy, briaxHcose and daffodil. 
The simpie wreath that scarce her forehead prets*d 
Nods with each motion; and her sapphire vest 
Fonn'd to adorn but not constrain her Umbs, 
In many a varying fold, behind her swims. 
Her steely javdin bcandish'd, as she passed. 
Wide o'er the fidds a trembUng lustre cast. 
Immediate Raiovaticni where she trod 
Embroider'dwith more vivid hues the sod. 
If tow*rd the vale her flying steps were borne. 
The vale that instant wav'd with yellow corn ; 
If toward the steeps, the steeps were overrun 
UTith vmes whose purple clusters drank the sun. 
O'er the brown heath, and o'er the mountains rude. 
Smooth roads in winding maze her course pursued* 
light arches rais'd by sudden magic seem. 
Where rocks in vast disruption o'er the stream 
Tawn. Travellen standing on the slender curvet 
Look down, liiule honoithriUs along their nennet, 
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But won avertiDg: ftom th'abyM thdr eyes 
Harry across, and think they tread the skies. 
Towns shoot aloft their spires. In tow*ry pride 
Some grace the hilPs abrupt and shaggy side ; 
Some screen*d with orchards in the Talley stand: 
The natiTes issuing forth, an hardy band, 
Ting*d on the cheek with labour^ Ulalthy bhuh. 
To view the Pow V in numVous bodies rash. 
All feel the gen*rous patriotic flame. 
And waving high theb pnming^ooks exclaim, 
* Hail Liberty!** Again to heavHi upsent 
A universal shovt the eoneave rent ; 
Again the vocal thnndn shakes the pole, 
And the loud echos round the mountains voU. 

Once more the Goddess. ** Let yon Child of Hg^t, 
Whose smiles a land to rapture thus excite. 
Be still reverM by mortals. Though she deigns. 
At intervals, to revel on the plains. 
She chiefly loves to roam the heaUi, or climb 
The castled cUfis that mock the strdLes of Time^ 
Bulwarks that rear*d by Nature's mighty hand, 
When earthquakes rock the world, their rage witfastaii^ 
My elder sister she. I keep in view 
Her airy flights, and as she leads pursue* 
CorobinM we make the cup of joy overflow. 
But when divided little pleasure know. 
She from my care remov*d with license mad, 
And I by her uncherish'd mute and sad. 
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** Besides, the arch of empire founded fiist 
On the firm base we lay, alone shall last 
Alone unshaken by the wild assault 
Of popular floods, or foreign storms the vault, 
Strong as by pressure urgM, shall open wide. 
And in majestic grandeur earth bestride. 

** Rous'd by my uster first^ Swiss shall fed 
Their manly bosoms pant with public zeal. 
And to their country evhy meaner thought, 
Ease, fortime, life, with rival haste devote* 
The gathering l^;ions from the rocky steep, 
Fierce as the winds that o^er their mountains sweep, 
Shall headlong rush, and led by valiant TELL (B) 
Proud Tyranny with ^Higour^s arm expeL 
Lo ! wrapt in daikness from his 'ancient seat 
Th^aflHgfated Demon makes a quick retreat ; 
£v*n Plague, whose nostrils with one mortal blast 
Smite'half the prostrate nations, flies less fost, 
lYhen the Nile swoPn by equinoctial showers 
Down Nubia's clifi^s a dreadful deluge pours. 
And rolling towVd the sea his wat'ry wealth. 
Gives dying Eg^ypt beauty, food and health. 

** But, Prince, the scenes before thine eyes decay, 
And a new vision rises into day.** 

She spoke, and when the Hero look'd again, 
He saw a wide extent ii€ marshy plain. 
Cheerless and desolate the prospect seemM : 
The hem, the ooim'raat, and the searmew icream'd 
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In raxaj an aiiy circle onaAe»d ; 
Bdow a wilderness of reeds tif as spread, 
Thick matted sedge, and lakes of depth profovild» 
In which the Inttem with an h<dlow sound 
Ingulf 'd his bill. Amid the dismal waste, 
The villages at kmeljr distance plae*d 
ShowM their brown walls eompos*d of wieeda and nnd, 
While thinly scattered on the sable flood 
A few mde boors, in skiffs nncouthly made, 
Flied with repining look the fishev^s trade. 
Effect of long protraeted toil and want, 
Shrunk were their frames, their aspects pale and gaiint. 
In drowsy putrid sloth the waters slept. 
And the dull sky with vapoury moisture wept ; 
While Ague yeilM in shadows Made and damp 
StalkM grimly past, and shook the quaking swimp. 
But soon convey'd through heav*n on active wiof, 
light as the gossamer, and blithe at spring, 
The sacied fonn of Freedom bkss'd the view, 
And the bleak waste a scene of beauty grew. 
Along the main enonnous rampsres swdl, 
And the mad fury of the waves repcL 
Through all the region stately mills asoead, 
And high in air theirwoven arms eitend. 
That whiri'd in rapid cirolea by the bieese 
Discharg'd the waters. Border*d with fkir treet 
Drains and canab are stretched in various lines; 
The white sail glkBng through the Miage ahiDM. 

N2 
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Between them herds in rich inclosoxei graz*d^ 

And si^ndid eitiea on their banks are raised. 

Where aU, so lately solitary fen, 

Swarms populous, the throng*d resort ci men. 

Through the soft earth unnumber'd p2es ark driv*i], 

On which the palace lifts its roof to heaven. 

A midday sun unth goldai lustre fires 

The vanes that gaily wave upon the spires : 

The tapering spixe, the arsenal and the hafl 

On the smooth flood in bright reflection &1L 

Ampsive scene ! The structures downward rise 

With turrets aiming at the nether skies ; 

And, oft as Euros or the South awakes, 

Conftis*dly wavers on the ruffled lakes. 

Wharfi flank the streams with mounds of massy stone, 

That loaded with the ^oils ci conunerce groan. 

Of streog^ Herculean engines on them stand, 

0*erlook the ship, and heave its stores to land. 

Close to each wharf is mo(»>''d a numerous fleet, 

And busy Arts resound in ev*ry street. 

The roaring forges rc^ a smoky doud. 

The ponderous hammer echos thick and loud. 

Saws harshly grating sever blocks of oak. 

The shipwright's axe redoubles stroke on stroke ; 

While fordgn wealth, in heaps profusdy hnri'd, , (C) 

Bespeaks the grand onporium of the world. , 

Th'etherial Virtue on the godlike man 
Smil'd, and once more ber lecture thus began : 
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«' Batavia*s manhei now aloud proclaim 
The wcmdrous might of Freedom's holy flame* ' 
Long had the sleeping country felt her breast 
By the dire fiend of tyranny oppressed. 
In short quick sighs she dreW her labouring breatli. 
And seemM expiring in the grasp of death. 
Till touchM by Liberty at length she wakes, 
And from his hold the struggling monster shakes ; 
Her weary frame from her loif pallet rears, 
Reviving dries the sluices of her tears. 
And pleas'd the incubus of night to shun 
Bands her glad eye on Freedom's radiant sun. 

** With the grim dogs of arbitrary Pow'V, 
Pretended guardians who their flocks devour, 
By the commanding voice of Reason aw*d 
Besotted Bigotry, and cloisterM Fraud, 
More hateful tyrants, tyrants of the mind. 
Cruel as weak, and obstinate as blind, 
Fly the disburthen*d land ; while Truth so long 
In narrow dungeons barricado'd s trong 
Locked to the ground and gaggM, shall bunt her ehain 
And view with aching eyes the light again, 
Assert the glorious privilege of speedi. 
And taught herself by Heav'b the nations teach. 
Xor shall th'aspiring state hercommeree bounds 
To theduU wealth in things material found ; 
A nobler trade shaU intellectual stores 
Import from ndg^booring reabni «r distant shores; 
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For Pretiet raitM in erhy town shall teem (D) 

With foreign learning in abundant stream. 

The treasures that finoux evVjr region flow 

On ey*ry region they again bestow : 

Thus the broad oeean, whose unfiuling tide 

Is daily by a thousand floods supplied, 

Back o*er the world the liquid tribute pours 

In the soft balm of vapours, dews and showVs. 

** But, ALFRED, westward now direct thine eyes» 
Once more to view the rocks of Altnon rise*** 

The Chief obeys, and sees his native land 
Far stretching to the north. Batavia's strand 
Lies just (Useovexfd on the eastern side; 
Between them foams the Hyperborean tide. 
The bleak wind freshening on the deep descends^ 
Beneath its force the pliant water bends : 
In dreadful tumult mountains mountains urg*d. 
And a brave navy rides the ridgy surge. 
Old Ocean, hoary sire, with effort strong 
Heaves his huge back, and rolls the shipt along. 
Fair Liberty on viewless wing precedes. 
And toward the British clifK the navy leads ; 
The beauteous vision floated on the Uast, 
Till the rough waste of tumbling billows past. 
The vessels moor*d, and cover'd all the coast 
With the blight squadrons (^a numerous hott. 
The Gk>ddess then her standard lifting hig^ 
Gave the broad enngn firam die staff to fly; 
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O'er the glad Ule the streamer fluttering played. 
And the whole nation rosh'd within its shade. 

Meantime, a baric in^iellM by ra]Hd oars 
Shot from a rock, and sought the Gallic shores. 
Mounting and sinking as it stemm'd the flood. 
On the low deck a princely figure stood. 
Whose turband glittering with a starry ring. 
And purple robe though rent announced a king. 
Oft on the sides he lookM with firantic ur, 
Stung with repentance, maddening with despair ; 
And oft his eyes bedimmM with sorrow threw 
On the Iov*d isle ftt>m which the vessd flew ; 
That, when it vanished, keoier anguish brought : 
His scattered locks he tore, his bosom smote. 
Two formidable spectres Uack as night. 
High in mid<«ir pursued the monarch's flight. 
One on his grizly head a cowl had bound, 
And hooks and wedges withan horrid sound 
Clank'd in his bony hand. T^ other wore 
A crown of iron dropping thidc with gore. 
Both writhe in rage theirfeatures as they pass. 
Gaze wildly round with eyes ofbuhung brass, 
Wide o*er the ocean dragon wings display, 
And reil in doubling fogs the face of day. 

Again the Queen. ** On Britain's opViing lawns. 
At length the sacred lig^t of freedom dawns. 
From Holland's swamps th'anspieious star ascends 
That gilds the land, and brighter day portends; 
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NASSAU, a soul that with a noUe pride^ (B>> 

However by conquest or disaster try*d. 

Disdains to change with Fortune's loye or hate. 

Sad whoi she fh>wn«, and w^en she smiles elate. 

And lo ! the Prince who on his people trod, (F) 

Tet deemed the outrage sanctify^ by GOD, 

Who with blind zeal enamoured of the dark 

Strove to extinguish Reason's hallow'd sparic, 

Term'd his will law, oppression right divine, 

And bow'd devoutly at the papal shrine. 

By grinning Scorn and InAuny is chas'd 

From the resplendent throne his crimes disgraced. 

Muttering along the troubled deep he fliea, 

And calls in vain the vengeance (^the skies. 

The forms on dragon pinions o'er him hung. 

Foul as the murky hell fVom which they sprttng. 

Are surly Bigotry and tyrant Might. 

See, how they spread a slow reluctant flight, 

Dart finm their hollow orbs a fiery glare. 

And corrugate thor brows in Uack despair ."* 

The Groddess ending, ALFR£D thus retumHi, 
While in his eye herme virtue bum'd. 

** Yon monarch's fitte, celestial Guide ! is just, 
Who Nature's charter tramples in the dust; 
Who chains the freebom spirit, and pursues 
A bigot's or ambition's selfish views. 
He merits all he suffers. Curs'd be still 
The grinding law that thwarts the pubUc will." 
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The Queen replied. " These manly thonghts mainttin 
By manly deeds, and thoa deserv*st to reign, 
nrom the mean lust of wealth and pow'r exempt 
A eonquest only o*er thyself attempt. 
To the broad general interest of the state 
Thy unremittmg labours eonaea»te : 
For this great end, the noblest and the best, 
Emlwace eY*n death, and deem thy fortune blest* 
Kay, on the altarof thy country's good 
Four with a Roman soul thy children's blood ; 
Or should that altar dearer offVings claim. 
Bring still a dearer offering, bring* thy fkme, 
And heedless of opinion dare to place. 
If duty Inds, thy glory in disgrace. 

* Before th'events that now thine eyes engage, 
Britannia's sons shall oft, with g^iVoos rage. 
Their stroigth on slavery's galling shackles try. 
Bent to unlock the steely rings or die 
Lo the bold chiefs, who prodigal of breath 
Shall in thlieroic straggle rash on death ! 
The mighty HAMPDEN tow'n amid the prime ; 
Observe his martial lacki and port sublime. 
Hail to the leader of the patriot throng ! 
Wise in the council, in the conflict stnmg. 
He singly, with an heart that scorns dismay. 
Breasts the fUll tide of arbitrary sway, 
mi by his great example fir'd, the land 
Calls finrth her chraoest soiis,adauBtIen hani 
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Striyingr who first shall fall, or fell the foe, 

While Freedom nerves the arm at ev'ry blow. 

Blest, was this ardour for the public weal 

Free from the taint of wild fanatic zeal. 

See, RUSSEL there, a mind as Virtue pure, 

Brave to attempt, and patient to endure, 

The darling of a nation, quits hu odl, 

And to his consort bids a last farewell. 

Spite of his efforts to conceal his woes, 

One sigh escapes, one drop of Nature flows : 

Nor let the rigorous Stoic harshly blame 

The tear that children, friends, and country claim. 

Him SIDNEY follows to the same sad doom, 

A gallant spirit emulous of Rome. 

Nor chains, nor threats of death^his soul subdue, 

To honour, and his lov'd republic true. 

With lofty step he to the block proceeds. 

And triumphs in the dause for which he bleeds. 

" England! foreseeing t3rrant fiends would rush 
From heU*s dark gloom, and ev*ry nation crush, 
Oae spot a refuge GOD decreed to be 
For Freedom*s feet, and tum'd his eyes cm thee. 
He to his ai^;el gaye the dread command. 
Who arming with a ponderous mace his hand 
Shot from the sides. Earth prescient saw the mace, 
And trembling strove to hide her pallid face. 
From realm to realm be stalked with mighty stride. 
Terror before him march'd, and by his side 
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Gigantic Strength. Ttuar coune the ttnrent floodi 
Restrain'd ; a shiirering horror shook the woods ; 
The mountains fiom their loose fiHmdations nod, 
And flaming own the delegate of GOD. 
Thns lowVing o*erthe worid he bends his way, 
mi Belgians tharet his rapid progress stay. 

Where a broad isthmus j(rin*d the phiins of Gaul 
To Albion's fields, and fonnM pne land of all: 
Tlien whirling round his maoe with forceful shock 
He smites the isthmus, and the solid roek. 
Diyides. The ghastly wound Earth groaning ihels 
Stunned with the Uow, and stagg'ring badcward reels. 
The riven ground receding, Mack and deep 
Yawn*d a wide deft, through which with fhrious sweep 
The urild waves pour*d : when thus the Angel cried, 
* Be Albion henc<ibrth drcled by the tide. 
An isle to Freedom dear. In future times. 
When Tyranny shall load the globe with crimes, 
The baffled fiend shall here his steps suspend. 
Here cease his rage, and hope his rapine end.' 

** But Prince I thine eyes again on Albion cast. 
And of so many visions tee the last.** 

The Hero lookM, and saw the prospect reach 
From sea-encircled Vectu to the beach 
Of utmost Thule ; hat to paint the view 
Would ask more skiU than CLAUDE or POUSSIN knew. 
Nature and Art had try'd with rival care 
To make the whole as blissful Eden fiur ; . 
For Nature had with partial fondness diess*d 
The country in her most becoming vest, 

O 
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And Alt the flowinc^ fbkU had richly gracVI 
With the light tints of degancc and taste. 
Inclining groves were swept hy western gakt. 
And liquid silver gleamM along the vales. 
Flocks on the hills disclosM a speckled scene, 
Varying with spots of white the vivid greexu 
Heath, broom, and furze, the impuq^led mountaiii clad. 
And the plains laugh'd with yellow plenty glad, 
For, other lands the obgect of her scorn. 
There Amalthea emptied all her Iuhh. 
Rough Industry, his face emVrown*d with tcnl, 
Chaunts as be weaves the fenee, or turns tiie soil; 
And Leisure stretchM beneath emhow'ring shades, 
Witii sweeter notes invok'd th*Aonian maids. 
Pleased Echo l»ten*d to the song, and still 
Responsive bounded firoro her hollow hill. 
Vast aqueducts with copious lymph supplied 
Traversed the spadous isle from side to side ; 
Deep glens attempt to cheek thdr^course in vain ; 
Columns in middle air the stream sustain. 
In slender beauty arches spann'd the floods, 
And on their banks embosom'd dose in woods 
Gay villas shone, abodes of lettered Peace, 
Built on the choicest models left by Greece^ 
Here lavM by Isis, in a calm retreat. 
Rose the proud domes of Leaming*s elder seat; 
And there, where willowy Camus gently flows, 
In equal pomp the domes of Granta roie. 
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Near each was spread in academk groYe 
Where the rapt student lores at eve to towa * 
But fkr above the rest, st u pendous sight! 
Imperial London lifts her towVy heifi^ 
Great eye of nations! whenee in lengthV^ng rays, 
A thousand roads diverge a thousand ways, 
Where crowds, as pleasure or employment cdls^ 
Four reeking in, or issue from the walls; 
Innumerable, as if the human race 
Had been c<rilected in a single phiee 
Full in the centre of die subgect town 
A lofl temple fbmi the skies look'd down : 
With such overshadowing majesty it swell^ 
That Fancy own*d her grandest weeks exe^*d, 
Ev*n ALFRED^S bosom, if»hen the pile he saw, 
Felt a nuxt sense, delight and sacred awe. 
The Thames acknowledged of idl floods supreme 
Through the huge city roird hn bnmming ytreaa 
With the rich sp(als of eVry ni^aa firangfat 
Britannia^s navies on his surfhoe float : 
Nor float on him alone. Unwearied Trade 
Had of each rivUet's mouth m haven made. 
Where tall aspiring fleets in safety rode ; 
Th^indignant waters groan*d beneath the load. 
EquippM for Earth^s remotest findts these 
AtretchM the broad canvass to the fiesh'ningbveexe ; 
Those slowly steer'd to port. Afore large and strong, 
Some eager to prevent or pumsh wrong, 
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A tri^ tire of gaping mouths expand, 
Pride of the ocean ! temM: of the land ! 
And, death iBnom ev'ry moath in thunder hnri'd, 
Shake the four comers of the prostrate world. 

« Can yonfkir scene, where Taste has fix'd her reign, 
Whae Beauty spreads her eyes^iespangkd train, 
Where Wealth^s unsparing hand abundance fliogi, 
And quiet folds the people in her wings. 
Can you be Alfaton, Albion, that de&c*d 
By savage hords is now a dreary waste ? 
The same Danish fury lately tore, 
Still recent from her wounds, and bathed in gore?** 

Thus ALFRED with surprise and joy date. 
And thus retum'd th'InteipreteM of Fate. 

** The praise of all the wondns now in view 
To Liberty and mealoneisdue. 
Tlie variolated scene the country yidds. 
The mountains white with flocks, the cultured fidds. 
The roadsland aqueducts, the temples, towers. 
And navies bounding o'er the deep are ours. 
My sister bceathes the sfnrit, I suggest 
Th^mmortal ^an, and Britons act the rest ; 
For Britons long the noblest feats shall claim. 
Long highest mount the predince of Fame. 
But know, O King ! the fiirtunes of aland 
Can <Mily on "m*»^V«*» ^^rtue stand ; 
Wreadi that miyestieedumn from the wall. 
And the pile totten nodding to its falL 



But uon ■ ^ua ihidDwiiiB hair of canb. 
Sbiill viib ber hDBdRd inni Ok ■cMih ntc 

Crush ftbddHim^lfaem in berlbalanlimtt* 



And prinli, t v«ul hypDcritta tribet 
Ei'n« Ibealor, nulefa the gtinrrinc bribe. 
Anil, H Ibcf bov IS OOD with ipedoiu air, 
Addrtft bf Bceahh to Muninon ei'rf piafcr' 
But ibon CotTUflion'i rr^go- Indulgent Fate 

TTiougb hazjr nwt^nd i^looni tbr pnKpeci At 
I ■«« BlntKitdoui duhgn diEtHigfa tbe doitd, 
Rau'd on thb IHW DTIWdilm, pqual lAwi, 
Zed bunung ulrly in tbe pubTic caua, 

TTie gfamoui Uazon to a mnrUl^ pyei. 

Imw rfitore thee to thy native ^bae." 

Tim, ber vhiu hand pe eien t ed to tbe Kiiq^ 
Dawn the ilope nain, in HMtaj ■ ipind ring. 
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Throned on his globeof glowing flame the God 
Gave sign of fkrour with m gimeioas nod ; 
Tte temple shook, redoubling thunder ndl'd. 
And the vast gates spontaneoiulj unfold. 
Through these they bend thdr speedy mareh, nor stay 
On the smooth steps, bat wind their easy way 
Prone through the liquid ether. Swift their flight, 
Yet long ; so boundless were the fields of light. 
Suns, as they urge the rapid journey, turn 
To glimmering stars, and stars enlarging bum 
Broad as the lamps of day. At length a small. 
Though shining circlet, this terrestrial ball. 
On ALFRED'S eyes a few loose sparides shed, 
But soon the orb in larger eompass spread 
Gave land and ocean, hill and plain to view ; 
Near and more near the flying travellers drew. 
Then gently as the wavering flakes of snows 
Dropped on the spot fVom yfiuch atflnt they rofe 

Then thus the Goddess ready wing*d to part. 
While Silence watch*d her lips, and on the heart 
Conviction stamped each word. ** This vale below 
By me uncheer'd u still a vale of woe. 
Observe a land thatalways rude has been, 
Where yet no traces of my steps are seen. 
Her senses in an iron sleep are bound, 
Or fierce conflicting clans her bosom wound, 
£v^ Sorrow weeps, and Misery pours her groan 
In that where only partial Ugfat has shone* 
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The cause of Jiutioe there by Strength is try*d, 
And the foul lists with blood of Virtae dy'd. 
In vain may Faith that quits th*establish*d creed, 
llie privilege of freely thinking plead ; 
With sorcery charg'd, in vain may helpless Age 
Lif\ his imploring arms : the dirdul rage 
Of bigot Madnesss dooms them to the pile, 
And o*er their sufferings grins an horrid smile, 
Be this gn^and truth then widely understood. 
Knowledge alone ean render mortals good. 
And goodness deeply on the soul impressed. 
So Fate prcmonnc^d, alone can make them Uest. 

** And now accept the meed thy merits clum. 
Gift of the Gods, and pledge of endless fame.'* 

She spake, and straight th' unfading wreath, that hung 
Loose on her arm, around his tenples flung, 
llirougfa all his nerves a sudden transport ran. 
His stature swell'd beyond the size of man. 
With step that scarcely toaoh'd the g^mund he trod. 
And towered in gesture and in shape a God. 

Then back to heav'n she sprung. Before her speed 
Far on each nde the opening clouds recede, 
Throi^ the blue void the Prince beheld her sail, 
Her limbs ashint reclining on the gale. 
As winnowM into rapid wind the air 
Her robe unfolded, wavM her flowinghair, 
And fir'd the stars that round her forehead ^eam'd, 
A meteor gliding through the iky she seem*d. 
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Till the ^ole Tbion lewemng from the right 
Dissol v'd in azure mitt, and fluid Kght. 



THE END. 



NOTES. 



NOTES to CANTO L 



A—- Page 15. 

Such domny p&rtrtdture toeu once the boast 
Of the new world on Mexico** rich coast. 

CORTES and hia offieen viewed with admiration the various 
manufiictures of the country : cottou stuffs so fine and of such 
ddicate texture, as to resemble alk : pictures of animals, trees, and 
•ther natural objects, formed with feathers of difiinent eokrara 
disposed and min^^ with such sldll and elegaiMse, as to rival die 
worics of the pencil, in truth and beauty- of inutatkn. 

Robertson* s WMory of America* 



158 NOTES TO CANTO I. 



B«— Page 17. 

Ev*n /«* funv delays her stream f see ^ 

Another beauteous Athens plantCd by thee. 

ALFRED, founded, or at least augmented and embdfisbed, the 
UniTenity of Oxford. He sent to Rome for books, whidi at that 
period were very scarce in Eng^id. He also invited mea of 
learning from other countries, and endeavoured to attnet 
by the prospect of honours and emolument. 



C«— Page 19. 
And Auras fluttered in the gentler gek. 

ALL the winds that have yet been mentioned are males : ftr 
fear therefore that you diould imagine the winds to be a people 
(of one sex only, we will now consider r ome of their female jBguvei. 
Hiese are so many aerial nym|4is, what the RcMnans caUed 
Aune, and what we call Sylphs. These Aurae are chi^y marked 
out by the veil whieh they hold in their hands, and which flotten 
ardi-wise over their heads. They areoftenertobefoondin Am 



mt lAibliiiEi of «i]ii^ than pcriiapa in all (be odter i^ 
19 of andqiutf put (og«hcr. But lliougfi they are nivtv u 
rainuiD in lUtiio, yei tlmt Ion ii nifftdnitlif rnnde np 1ir 



nHnmeadation onlf to ay, duT it ii the noblen nlleclion on Ihii 
aide tlw Alpi; it hang prnhaUrifae DuMeit of 'iu loud in the 
whole WDrU. All m; aif-nyraphi htn^ an bofrovfld Ann Ihs 
collertion. Thii wift iheWiKwiLin themmpanrnenijinioiM 
ZephTTUB, hBA lirini;!, and Uia( neKt (oherfwilh (he bhie vol 
fliiiteriiiE all mer ber bead) bu none, Ibongh tbey are b«b in 
the atthude of tjing. The latter boldi ■ bundle at aowen in 
etch bBTid^peibapt to tcarter them down arer the eaithjfbrtheie 
ladioareora niild and gentle iharaeter, and wonld maksveiy 
proper <vivn fbr the ZepbTTJ, part of vhoRoffice was that oTdit- 
peuiing and cbtriibiDg Oowen' In (lot dnwii^ I have a Zephyr 
and an Aii^Nympb, wbo ma; actually hove been mamed together, 
Ibr what I know, or who, atleait, teao not at all mmK to each 
olher. Theie ii no great miEty in thecbanMei of tbeie ladiut 
the; are all light ud aiiy, generally with hmg nba and Bjmg 
veib of Kiiiie liTely ei^Hir or «ber, and flutterii^ aboat at di- 
rertin; dKmelm b Ifae Bgiit and plwang rinnait InigBCd ta 
them. Tn ibon Ihey are lo many Syltihi, a ipetiei of ipcniTC- 



^Mm'r PdymMif . 
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D.->Page35. 

The Stxmian on the lojiy toteert wot taught 
The love of privacy and silent thought. 

PYTHAGORAS^ who is generally supposed to have been bom 
in the island of Samoa, though other countries contested tlie 
faonoift cA his birth. He was a great friend to private meditatioii, 
recommending to lus disciples a silence of two years, by way cf 
novidate ; and, when they happened to be of a gairukMu di^ 
pontiim, the term was extended to five. 



£.~Fage 35. 

ZamoLcU there the generou* soul imbib'*d^ 
Who to a savage nation laws prescrUt'd, 

ZAMOLXIS, after having lived with PYTHAGORAS in the 
capacity of a servant, returned among his countrynkei4|||ie 
Getse, and became thor instructor and lawgiver. Their venem* 
tion for his character rose so high that they paid him dirine 
honours. 
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A*— Page 33. 

Ftai JIfiy times hit thtekat battletnnu 

A m 

HISTORIANS relate that ALFRED 'digaged the Danes m 
iftyox pitched battle^ with yacioiu laooess, though generdly 
netorious. 



B.— Page 34. 

Withwt the edd tf tuphraty or rue. 

MICHAEL ftom Adam's eye the fihn remov'd. 
Which that fklse fhiit that proniis'd ekaxer sight 
Had bred ; thto purg'd with eu^uasy and roe 
Hie visiial nenre, for be had much to see, 
And from the well of life three drops tnstill'd. 

See ParodUe I«f^ Book XI. 
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A.— Page 33. 

Not Hnts of half *o exqtdnte a grain 
Adorn the smalleat of the feathered tram. 

THE following descriptioD of the humming-bird is ca i t j B l cteJ 
fiom KALM'S Travel's into North-America, translated by JOHN 
REINHOLD FORSTER. 

** Its size is not much bigger than a laige humUe^iee, uid is 
therefore the least of all Irirds, or it is much if there is a smaller 
species in the woiid. Its plumage is most beautifully coloured, 
most of its feathers being green, some grey, and others forming 
a shining red ring rouni its neck. The tail glows with fine 
feathers, changing from green into a brass colour. These 
Inxds come here in spring, about the time when it begins to grow 
warm, and make their nests in summer ; but towards autumn, 
they retreat again into the more southern countiitfe of America* 
They subsist barely upon the nectar or sweet juiee of flowen 
contained in that part which Botanists call the neetaiiiun, icnd 
which they suck up with their long bills.— As soon as tbey have 
sucked the juice of one flower, they flutter to the next. One 
that has not seen them would hardly believe in how short a spMe 
of time they have had their tongues in all the flowers du plant, 
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which when large and with a long tuhe, the little faixd, by putting 
his bead into theao, looks as if it crept with half its body into 
them. 

** During their sucking the juice out of the flower they never 
settle on it, but flutter continually like bees, bending their feet 
backward, and move their wings so quick that they are hardly 
visible. During this fluttering they make a humming noise like 
bees, or like that which is occasioned by the turning of a wheel. 
After they have dius, without resting, fluttered for a while, dwy 
fly to a neighbouring tree or post, and resume ^eir vigour 
again ; they then return to their humming and sucking.** 



B.— Page 52. 

The victori daily scatter o'er thy land 

The teedg of Arts, though with a sparing hand. 

THE Normans brought gpreater civility into common converse, 
antiquated thdr old custom of intemperate drinking, and instead 
of their roughness and excesseB,,implanted temperance and a geiv> 
erons desire of reputation and honour. Now the English began 
to despise their little homely cottages, and to build thonselves 
stately houses, magnificent churches and monasteries, to provide 
neat and good furniture, and to erect castles and towns after the 
Noinuui fiubion. 

Ufeand Beign tfmUiam L by Samuel Daniel. 
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With Kgaid to (he manners of the Anglo-Saxoni we can nj 
Kttle, but that they were in general a rude, uncultivatad people, 
ignorant of letters, unskilful in the medianical arts, unfiuned to 
safamission under law and government, addicted to intemperance, 
riot and disorder. Their best quality was thdr military eourage, 
viiich yet was not supported by disdiplineor conduct. Their 
want of fiddity to their Prince, or to any trust reposed in them, 
appears stnmgly in the history of their latter period, and their 
want of hulnanity in aU their history. Even the Norman faia- 
tcwians, notwithstanding the low state of the arts in their own 
country, speak of them as baiharians when tiiey nkntion the 
invancm upon them by the IXike of Normandy. The Conquest 
put the people in a situation of receiving slowly from abroad the 
rudiments of science and cultivation, and of correcting their roogh 
and licentious manners. 

Hwne*s History o/Englemdt Appendix L 

If more authority was wanting, more mig^t be adduced to prove 
that the Conquest contributed to civilize and enlighten the 
English. The manner in which they had been accustomed to ad- 
minister justice under the Saxon Kings was above measure absurd . 
Atonement was made for every crime by the payment of momey 
and trifling misdemeanors were sometimes rated at an hif^ier 
price than acts of the greatest atrocity. The revenge of private 
injuries was allowed, and consequently violence and rapine every 
where prevailed. The Conquest connectedthe English with tiie 
Continent : and from that period their prc^^ress toward knowledge 
and refinement has been at least equal to that of the rest of Europe. 
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It was deemed proper to date the advancement of civility nod 
science from the age of William I. fbr, fimm his age, they lutfe 
certaioly advanced, dioogh f<nr more than three centuries with a 
progresmm scarcely perceptible. This opinion has been very 
genenlly adopted by men of erudition and discernment, and 
among others by Mr. HUME, who delivers himself on the sulQCCt 
as follows ; 

** Hiere is an nltim^te point of depre8siQn,as weD as exaltation, 
from which human affairs naturally return in a contrary progress, 
and beyond which they sddom pass either in their advancement or 
deeUne. The period in which the people of Christendom wen die 
lowest sunk in ignorance, and consequently in disorders of every 
kind, may justly be fixed at the eleveath century, about the age 
WILLIAM the Conqueror ; and from that era, the sun of science 
beginning to reascend, threw out many gleams <^ligfat, which pre- 
ceded the fUU morning, when letters vrere revived in the fifteenth 
century." 



C— Page 57. 

Though part tUready have the icorching iandt 
Of Araby exchanged for mUder lands, 

THE CaUf VALID ALMANZOR conquered all Spain by the 
arms af lus tieutenants, in the beginning of the eagfath century. 
The Saracens afterwards crossed the Pyrenees and subdued the 
southern provinces of France. The numerical ciphers that we 
now tue, were then introduced by tbem into Europe, and some 
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knowledge of M tr onomy and diemistry. However hoitile 
refigion might be to the «ciences, die Mahometiuu were ancntev' 
prinng and well infinrmed people, when the giea t e* t pact of 
Europe was ov ewpigad with the growest barbHrisnu 
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Ad— Page 61. 

LUte Afuu in Iberia** vaulted pUUiu 

ANAS was tibe ancient name of the Guadiana, a met of Spaia. 
It is said to run in a subtenraneous channel for sereral miles 
together, or at least to besocovoed with overhanging rocks and 
woods, as tobe invintde. 



B ^Page61. 

A* BACON, iU requited tage, can teU. 

THIS extraordinary man was bom at Ilchester, a town of 
Somersetshire, in 1214. After having studied at Paris for some time 
with great assiduity, he returned to his native country, assumed 
the Franciscan habit at Oxford, and in that university continued to 
devote himself, with undiminished zeal, to the acquisition of know- 
ledge. Ifis attainments at length became so nuBieroas and extensive 
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lie displayed to intimate an acquaintance with almost every 
ence, espeoaOy chemistry, and seemed to exert an aadiority so 
unlimited, over almost every part of nature, that, oonfiinnably to 
the general practice of those dark and barbarous ages, he was 
ftccnaed of holding a secret correspondence with demons and the 
powers of hell. On this accusation he was at the age of 64 
sentenced to imprisonment in his cell, an impriscmment that 
lasted ten years. He was released when JEROM DE ASCOLI 
mounted the papal throne : but his release even tiien was not 
obtained vnthout difficulty, for the Pontiff* was much importaned 
before he sent an order for his enlargement. His worics that are 
now extant are distingiushed by the following tides; J^dtttlm 
BraerU ROGBRI B ACONIS detecretit Operibtu Artu et IkHmrmt 
et de maUtate Magiae, Paris, 1543. Oput Majtu, 1733, 
by Dr. JEBB. Thewunu Chemicut. Frankfort, 1603. 
these woriu it appears to be certain, that he had discovered the 
art of making gunpowder, though the invention has been gene- 
rally ascribed to a German Priest, of the name of SCHWARTZ, 
who explained it to the Venetians during their wars wiUi the 
Genoese, almost two oenturies after the death of BACON. 
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C— Page 63. 

Great GALILEO, rvhoM inventive art 
Shall curious optics to the roorld impart, 

THIS celebrated philosopher was a native of Totcany, and 
bom in the year 1564. He was not only deeply skilled in pby- 
acs, but wrote with an elegance worthy of Athens in the days 
of her gieatest refinement. COPERNICUS had some time be- 
fore discovered, and published to Europe, the true system of the 
wbiid. By explaining and illustrating this system, an under. 
ttilri»g that he performed in a manner entitled to distinguished 
praise, GALILEO drew on himself the resentment ci the In 
quintion. He had asserted the sun to be the centre of the system 
and the earth to be carried round it by a diurnal rotation ; and, 
as thu hypothesis seemed repugnant to the ei^ress declaration of 
scripture, he was thought to have incurred a crime of no common 
magnitude. Such heresy appeared to merit severe punishment. 
He was, therefore, summoned before the bar of the Holy Office, 
and seven Inquisitors passed a decree, denouncing his opinion, 
as heretical with r^;ard to &ith, and false in philoso|Ay. His 
books were condemned to the flames, and he himself imfwisoned, 
and constrained to retract on his knees. These events hai^iened 
towards the close of his life in his old age. VOLTAIRE observes 
that the indignity with which GALILEO was treated, would 
cover Italy with eternal disgtaeei if the disgnoe wm not loit in 
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his yery gloiy. He inToited, or at least greatly impraved tlie 
telescope, and applied it to astronomical discoveries. 



D,— Page 65. 

And that LAURENTIUS first suggest*, a name 
Bright in the annals of Batavia's fame. 

MENTZ and Strasburghave disputed with Haerlem the honoiir 
of having invented printing ; but that the art was diseovered at 
Haerlem, by L AUREN'RUS, costor or warden of the cadiednti 
there, seems to be supported by evidence of respectalnfitj. Of 
this ev^t, HADRIAN JUNIUS, in his Batavia, gives a dreUB- 
stantial account, on the testimony of two reputable men, MICO- 
LAUS GALIUS his schoolmaster, and QUIRINIUS TALESIUS 
his intimate (Hend, who declared themselves to have received it 
from CORNELIUS, the servant of LAURENTIUS. Tlie 
account is nearly as follows . As he was sauntering through a 
wood in the neighbourhood of Haeriem, he, merely to amose the 
time, cut a few letters on a piece of beechen bark, and, after 
his return, impressed them on paper as specimens for his grands 
children to follow in learning to write. Encouraged fay the 
success of this first essay, he began to extend his views, and 
me^tate plans of greater importance . "With the assistance of his 
san-in>law PETER, he prepared a more glutinous ink, as that 
of the ordinary kind was observed to sink too deeply, and dillViM 
itself beyond the prescribed limits. He thai formed entire pages 
of wood, with letters properly can'ed and disposed in lines. Ib 
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this manner he printed some essays taken fiom a book of den> 
tion, entitled, Speculum noMrae StUutis, In these nidiaenta oi 
typography the leaves were stamped only on one nde, and the 
Uank pages pasted together to coneeal the imperfectwn. He 
afterwards used t^-pes of lead, but as these were observed to be 
top soft and flexible, he contrived to raider ihem more hard and 
durable by a mixture of tin. 



£.— Page 67. 

Beyond, a torvering Isthmui heaven inoadti* ' 

THE isthmus of Darien that divides the Pacific OeeaafioBi the 
Atlttitie, and connects Ninth to South America* 

F.— Page 69. 



• Through alimy loeedi 



With sluggighpace the keel at Jtrgt proceeds, 

WHEN about four hundred leagues to die west of the Canaries 
he found the sea so covered with weeds, that it resembled a mea- 
dow of vastextent, and in some places they were so thick a«to 
letard the motion of the vesseL This strange appearance occa> 
rioned new alarm and disquiet. The sailors imagined that they 
were arrived at the utmost boundary of the hahit a Wf! oeean, that 
these floating weeds would obttraet their ftrther pfogresii and 

Q a 
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eooeeakd daageroiu roeks, or lorae laxigre traet of land, that had 
rank, ibgf knew not how, in that place. 

SoberUonU Histury nj Ameriett, 

G.— Page 78. 

Ev'nthtuto rouse her spirit triest in vain- 

ALFRED made great exertions to raise his navy to a state of 
tespectalnlity. Trade also received every encooragement durinif 
his reign. He rappfied ships and money to adventaren, who 
imported into Europe the delicacies of India by the Red Sea. It 
is even asserted that he sent a vessel to attempt the discovery of a 
passagi to that rich and fmitfyil part of the globe, by the north 
of Europe and Asia. But this spirit of enterprise, so well caleii> 
lated 10 advance the prosperity of a nation, did not survive the 
Ffince, to whose vigour of mind it had been indebted for its 
eastenee. 



H.~Fage 72. 
when GOIA brings 



The card and needle to direct her wings, 

IT is generally acknowledged that the compass was invented 
by FLAVIO GOIA, a native of Amalfi, in the Neapcditan 
dominioni. He deeonited the end of the needle with a flowerde 
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laoe, in eompliment to the King, who bore that omtmentin his 
amu, because he was descended fiom the house of France. Of 
this man who contributed so much to im]^ve navigation, diffiue 
•dence, and augmeot the sum <tf human ei\joymentS} little is know 
besides the name. 

• 



L— Page 73. 

Immortal KENKYJind* her seeret cell, 

THE fourth son of JOHN I, King of Portugal. This 
was firmly persuaded that by extending naTigatkmand commereet 
he advanced the welfare and happ ness of mankind. He chose tha 
following words for his device, Talent de aenjirire, 

JCC74. 

A. 

Mound the vast orb fmmitrtalDRAKRdUillruth 
ThefirHaudaciotu rival tf the nm, 

MAGELLAN first opened a passage across the Padfte Oeetn, 
and would have been the first adventurer who circumnavigated 
the globe, had he not touched at the Philippine Iilaadi, and hoen, 
•lain in a sldnnish with the natives. 
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L.— Page 75. 

What^er CONFUCIUS^#« ofaagjca taught, 

t 
THIS great teacher of morality was the mioister of a Prinee 

tributary to the Emperor of China. He flouxished about five 

hundred years before our era, and is known in his own country 

by the name of CONGFUTZEE. His doctrine has, for many 

ages, been adopted by the Emperor, die Mandarins, and all above 

thevulgar, that staU lemains attached to the nqientitioii of the; 

Bonzet. 



76. 
in 
AttOattheSheut^s^ :red books con tain. 

Or Vedas clothe in th^egoi-ic strain. 

THESE books so much venerated by the Bramins are written 
in the Sanscrit lang^uage, a dialect unknown to the vulgar, and 
abound with pure morality and sublime thoughts, but obscured 
with much wild mytholf^ and superstition. It is affirmed that 
tame tban five ihousaad yean have elapsed since they were first 
composed* 
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N.— *a«e7fi. 



mtk att that PJLPAlTi wist^m hatp^rtnty'dt 
JnfaUei enMematie light and ihade* 

PILPAT is reported to have Uved neariy in the nme age witk 
CONFUCIUS. The excellent monOity of lui &Ue« if lo gen- 
erally aeiaiowledged, that there are few kngoaget into whkh 
they have not been translated. Thenativet of Indoitan wen 
long belbre hit time gready attached to the me of aUegoiyaiid 
faUe. 



O*— Page 76. 

Or ZOROASTER Virtue''i xeaiotufiiend, 
BeveaTd to Per Ha in the myitic Zend- 

THIS philosopher, known formeriy in Pttna by the name of 
ZERDUST, reformed the religion of the Magi and eoiBpiled the 
Zend, of which the Sadder is an abridgment. Benevoleoee, duty to 
parraits, temperance in the pumiit of pleasure, annnviolafale re> 
gaid to truth, the distribution of alms, and anawflilTeneratkm of dw 
Supreme Being are inculcated in these books, though itttermini^ 
with a great deal of mysticism and the injunction ofoereroonies 
that to us appear ridicuk>us. The followers of ZOROASTER 
held fire in the highest reverence, as they deemed its active rad 
animating power to be the most pevftet emfaleoi of Ood. 
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•Page 83. 

it gnat ERASlfUS, BolUuuC* b«ast, a mind 
Len m&hde andjirm, but more refin'd. 

ERASMUS fiiToaxed the reformation from principle, but 
openly joined the reffmners. This the natural timidity and 
cautioiuneu of his temper prevented. Far from courtin|^ 
pen ution with a fiery zeal, Kke LUTHER, he shrunk firom 
the slightest appearance of danger. This weakness, if it deserves 
the name, he did not attempt to conceal, but confessed himself to 
be not only unambitious of martyrdom, but incapable of encount* 
erii^ with fortitude the pains of a cruel death. Neverthdess, 
perhaps ne wxiter eontribnted more to disseminate and enfimve 
tile new opinkMM. By ridiculing the mummeries ai wMmir^^ 
luperstitioii, and exposing the hypocritical sanctity, luxury, and 
idleness of the cloister, he shook to their foundations the HMm 
pflian by whieh the papal authority was supported. He wrote 
in Latin, as was the general practice of his age, and his LatiniCj 
though peihaps not always classically elegant, has not been often 
surpassed, ffis works are vohiminous : they were published at 
Leydenintenvohunesfolioiin 1709. 
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B. ^Page 83. 

/ 

H^hiU LUTHER urg*d by theologU rage 
Blwrg with abtue and ribaldry the page, 

THE scurrility with which LUTHER loaded his advenaries, 
especially the Pope, appears altogether offensive and shocking to 
the taste of the present age, which has perhaps arrived at the con- 
trary extreme of a weak and llutidk>us refinemott. Hetometimef 
attempted to be jocular, but the dulness of his abusive memMoent 
is^careely ever enlivened by the fiuntest gleam of wit ; yet hi§ 
pages of ribaldry were highly applauded by the rude and illiterate 
people of Grermany. He was, notwithstanding, a man of superior 
talents ; his works are distinguished by a roug^ vigour, and with 
respect to his scurrility, it oug^t to be remembered that a coarse 
and vulgar obloquy was the characteristic, by whidi the theolo* 
^ans of his time were distinguished. 



C— -Page 84 . 

A powerful aid u by MELANCTHON brought, 

MELANCTHON was bom at Bretton in the Palatinate in 1405. 
In his youth he devoted his time almost entirely to study, and made 
an extraordinary progress in learning. At a very early period 
of life he was appointed professor of Oredc at Wittembei)g, where 
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G.— Page 89. 

For the blest Virgin rose in all her charms* 

THE piece of which a description is here attempled has loDg 
been considered as one of the first productions of RAPHAEL. 
It ii the noblest of the Palazzo di Pitti at Floroioe, V it bat not 
been lately conveyed into France. Independently of the ex- 
pressioa that animates the countenance, and the graees of Ae 
attitude, it swells in a nuumer so extraordinary, that ■pccUUon, 
when they first enter the apartmoit in which it hanga, miifkfi 
it for alto relievo, or paste exquisitely painted. In the suae 
room there are not less than thirty Madonas, all of whom are 
perfectly eclipsed by the superior excellence of this of RAPHAEL. 
I^ is reported, that LEWIS XIV. would have purchased it at the 
enormous price of forty thousand pounds; a propoaal that wag 
lejected by the Grand Duke, with an offer to give him twiee tiM 
nun fin: any incture of equal value. 
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A.— Page 99. 

A lute, that rohen he stood his arm could reach. 
Hung on the branch of on umbrageous beech. 

PETRARCH was a practical musician as well as a poet. Wm 
instrument was the lute. From his will, of which copies are yet 
extant, i% appears that he bequeathed his lute to TOMMASO 
BOMBASIO ol Fenara. 



B.— Page 101. 

lAURA his theme, and to remotest time 
Proves tite reustless ponvW of love and rhyme, 

THE following elegant description of LAURA is extracted 
from the writings of PETRARCH, and may be found in ao 
alnridged translation of a French woric, entitled, Memoires pour 
laViede Petrarch. The translation was published in 1775 by 
Mrs. SUSANN.\ DOBSON of Liverpool. 

** One Sunday in the holy week, at six in the morning, the 
time of matins, PER ARCH going to the church of the monastery 
of St. Claire, saw a young lady, whose charms instantly fixed 
bis attention. She was dressed in green, and h^ gowu was 
taibroideied with violets. Her ftce, her air, her gait, were 
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somedung more than morUL Her person was ddieate, ber eyet 
tender and spariding, and her eyebrows black as ebony. Golden 
loeks waved over her shoulders whiter than snow ; and the ring* 
lets were interwov^A with the finger of Love. Her neck was 
well fonned, and her complexion animated by the tints of Natuxe^ 
which Art vainly attempts to imitate. ^When she opened her 
month you perceived the beauty oi peaiis and the sweetnen of 
roses. She was ftill of graces. Nothing was so soft as hex look* 
80 modest as her caitiaget so touching as the sound of her voice. 
An air of gaiety and t^klemess breathed around her, but so 
pore and happily tempelred, as to inspire every bdioUer whh the 
sentiments of virtue, for she was chaste as the spang^ d cw - dr op 
ofthe mom.— Such, says PETRARCH, was the amiable LAU- 
RA." 



C— Page 104. 

The man w?i» life vnth Nature's pencil drew, 
** ExhauHed roorUU and then imagined new^* 

SEE the prologue written by Dr. JOHNSON, and spoken bf 
Mr. G ARRICK at the opening of the theatre in Drury Lane, 174T> 
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D.— Page 100. 

W1i0 leaving tpace beneath^ and ptuting Hme, 

HE pan*d the flaming bounds of space and lime. 

See Gray*9 (kk on the progren «/* Poetry. 



D.— Page 109. 

** Andjwtyy the -way* ef GOD to num.'* 

See Paradis^ Lost, Book L ▼ene 29. 



E.— Page 110. 

Ev*n in his triumph's height a victor fnmd. 
And sunk beneath the mightier farce of sound, 

PERSIANS and Greeks like turns of nature found. 
And the world's victor stood subdued by sound. 

See Pope's Essay on Criticism. 



R 



A.^Pagel20- 



,„e„ce.haveo^^„,„„„,^„ -^'^,1^ 
luoon, .t » n ai, P««>»»-^ by the ttert 
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fbllowed him. Among the victims of this persecuting spirit may 
be mentioned ROGER BACON, FAUSTUS, GALIL20, and 
above all, SSRVETUS. 



B.~Page 122. 

The teat •/ BRAHE. Behold him yonder gtand. 

TTCHO BRAHE was bom in 1546, at Knudstorp in Denmark* 
From his youth he with extraordinary ardour applied himself to 
the study of astronomy ; but, as he rejected the system of CO- 
PERNICUS, he may be said to have rather retarded than 
advanced its improvement. He was highly esteemed by FRED- 
ERIC U, who made him life-proprietor of Huen, a small 
island that protrudes itself high above the water between Zealand 
and Schonen. In this island he built the castle of Uraniberg, 
and stored it with abundance of machines and instruments for the 
purpose of astronomical discoveries. He was also skilled in 
chemistry, and was provided with laboratories for experiments 
in that science. His life was not exempt from calamity. After 
the death of his patron FREDERIC II, he incurred the dis- 
pleasure of the Danish ministry, and was by variety of oppression 
and insult constrained to withdraw into Gfermany, where he died 
at the age of 54. 
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C— Page 123. 

Lo KEPLER there his cmful stature rears . 

KEPLER was a native of Weil in the county of Wi rtembei|^ 
and bom in 1571. He published a book under the title of Pr^ 
dromus dissertationem de ProporUone Orbittm CelesHum, deque 
Causis calorum Ifumeri, Motuumqtie Periodicorum genuhds et 
proprtiS' He was the first who made rational conjeetarM wiA 
regard to the cause of the tides, ascrilnng them to the ii 
of the moon. He died at Ratisbon in 1030. 



D.— Page 124. 

On one ttte Stagirite was seen te rest* 

THE works of ARISTOTLE were brought from ConstUtiao- 
ple by the French, after they had taken and sacked that dty in 
the thirteenth century. It is curious to trace the manner in 
which those books were treated at the university of Paris, ihra 
series of one hundred and fifty years. The reading of tliem wtfi 
repeatedly prohibited under the penalty of excommunication, and 
they were consigned to the flames in 1209. At length, in 1306* 
when the university was new modelled, all prohibition with re- 
gard to ARISTOTLE was removed ; his works were then read 
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AVnNAS M lAc Ml 



Doniijiouui and. hmnn^ (niighr ichiHl diTuiity id nw«t or the 
ndfernties of Bur«p«. flx«d hii modfljce at NapleSf mid defined 

tiaa nkd inety. Hja writin]^ are e^tttTmelr Imlky, fljr m I4M they 
wne ptlUiibed in Kvenr^n IbUo volumeL He died id 1274, and 

(■Danized by JOHN XXII, itid entiUed the filth Daaar at Oie 
Chureh by PIUS V. Periupi the woriii of no writer WCT« held 

HENRY Vin. *u ■ great adndivr of AQUINAS, and Dothinc 
■antral mgiuiRhK much nObiKeaithe duiepeci wiihobkb 
tome of ilKlKBira'iapii^ou venticMed by LUTHEB. 
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F.— Page 125. 

leome the herald and the friend of peace, 

SI quU me (rex optime) eomm quae proposui, ant deinoqps pro* 
ponam, impetat aut vulneret, (pneter quam quod inter pnesidki 
xnajestatis tuse tutus esge debeam) sciat is se contra morem et 
disdplinam militise fkcere. £go enim buccinator tantom, piig*- 
nam non ineo ; unus fortasie ex iii de quibus Homerot, 

KoHport, xitpux.ts'y Afor flt* yytKot itJ'f tuu civJpm. 

Hi enim inter hostet, etiam infennssimos et acerbissimos, ultro 
titroque inviolati ubique commeabant. Neque vero nostra 
homines advocat et excttat, ut se mutu6 contradietionibiu 
dndant, aut secum ipa prseliantur, sed potius ut pace inter ipioa 
factA, conjunctis veribus se adrersus naturam rerum comparenti 
ejttsque edita et munita capiant et expugnent, atque finis impenl 
humani (quantum Deus Optimus Maximus pro bonitate suA ii^ 
dulserit) proferant. 

Bacon de DignUate et Augmenti* Scientiarum, lib. 4. eq^. .1 
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O.^Page 136. 

— — In yonder H^e 
Thou teat the BACON of a later age. 

OF this transcendent genial, the events of whose life are so 
wdl known, it b only necessary to observe that the Noman Orgih 
nttm ScienHarum has ever been considered his greatest perfbrm- 
anoe, and that an elegant and aecurats edition of Ids \niAa ia 
five vols, quarto was pubUshed in 1765. 



H.— Page 126. 

And yields assent alone to solid protf. 

DESCARTES commenced his researches with r^'ecting all 
preceding anthoiity, and professing to doubt of every thing. 



I.— Page 126. 

Till in the giddy whirl of Fancy tost^ 

He JUts through heaven at random and is lost. 

IT is scarcely necessary to remark that thu passage alludes to 
the System of Vbrtices of which DESCARTES was the author, 
a system that was for some time generally reoeived^m Fianee^ but 
▼anidied befinre the Demonstiations of NEWTON. 
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K.— Page 136. 

DESCARTES withdrawingt BOTLE to view ascend*. 

MANY members of the fkmily of BOTLE have been 
gushed as phflosoi^iers or men of elegant literature. The penon 
fiere celebrated is ROBERT the son of RICHARD Esil of 
C<nk. His skill in chemistrf was extraordinary fbr the agem 
whieh he flourished, and has ^fielk highly praised by thoae who 
tmderstood the science. He also excelled in the knofwledge of 
hydrostatics. But his name has been immortalized chiefly by die 
improvement of the airpump, of which an imperfect plan had 
been furnished by the inventive genius of OTTO GUERICHE* 
a native of Prussia. By means of this engine he made a variety 
of experiments from which philosophy derived important advan- 
tages. Nor was his piety inferior to his knowledge : be never 
mentioned the name of GOD without expressions of the gieatest 
reverence. 



L.— Page 128. 

Earth at he mutes her with his iron feeCf 
Soils back vnth wild dismay and shifts her seOL 

BESIDES the annual revolution of the earth fit>m wett to eut 
the poles have a very tardy retrogmde motion ftom eati to weit, 



' wTiich Iheit poiitiai co ir c t pond* len lud Itm 
witk ilie Kiiie pan oftbe bweiu. Ii hu bten sbterred tbu m 
tfJlcT«>c«<tfone degree hubeenefi^ted in (be ipAce of leTent^ 
tWDyon. Heno HU impDrOnt Mhention hubrfn pradDced in ite 
ctmatetlAtioiu with Rgud id the equinDiei. The npi, chiiti wbca 
BIPPARCHUS flooriibed, m in Aria a Oa venul equiBn 
b DOW in the dgn or Tiunii. Of ibe Oredu philoiophai 
mpPARCHUS ii repoTUd U bivE iie« Ok Bm whn obHrml 
cbu jOBift ebinge bad tiken place in the rdatire qtuation o< 4s 
earth ud the heimu. But the ulmlitiiia of the ucinu 

pmduced onlf in ■ period cpf one hundred yean- By nctUying 
tUl D^nake, NBWTON pmred the eventi of the darlc a^ei to 

qftrehended. 



M-Plje 133. 

MONTESqUIEU, 

H^ »IU nilA lem^, in a dEIpM't n^n, 
Brandt vUe cmm^HHtandAer ttmiie trvJHp 
TICB < Ui.U«lt il milCT apodihn of the erili to wbieb a mtmef 
Mten i> aipaaed,defiTCn ianaOtn bLhivi : 

BllfcrilqndfoeUttoii^ et qall idt de b wUeiiB dun I'eipitti 
ct qiebiae droitnre dani le ecenr, <m hd ■ na e h era dOOle pentat- 
boni ; on ira unlre lui Hulem le maglnnt nr nn fUt qid I^Hl 
puiC il y a miUe aiu, et on Tondni qoe n phOM Mil capiiTe, ai 
«Ue n'ot pai i^nale. 
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Plus heorenz cependant que ces homines lAches, qmabanikngk 
nent leur foi pour one mMiocre pension, qui k pnaadre toutes 
leurs iinpostores en detail ne les vendent pas seulement ehacune 
one obole ; qui renversent la constitution des eminres, diminuent 
les droits d'une puissance, augmentent ceux d-tme autre, donnent 
aux Pri nces, dtent aux peuples, font revivre det droits sorannfia 
jQattent les passions qui sonten credit de leur temps, et les.viees.qiii 
sont sur le trdne, unposant k la post4rit4 d'autant plus indignement 
qu'elle a moins de moyens de d^truire leur t^nungnage. 

The striking imperfection of MONTESQUIEU'S chief woik 
the Spirit of Laws, is, that most of the exemplifications and i^ 
stances, ^th which it is illustrated, aredraMm from perioda of 
remote antiqmty,or countries situated near the extremities of the 
globe. The author u also unhappy io his quotations, as many 
of them fue inaccurate, VOLTAIRE in a letter to M. LINGUBT 
observes that they are all false ; but this is an exaggeration, that 
ought to be received with great limitations. 



N.— Page 134. 

Witen the fair btid of tender childhood blowSf 
An anxious wish to aid its growth be sfunvs. 

EMILIUS, though not wholly free from those abrarditiet with 
which the other writings of ROUSSEAU are disfigured, may be 
justly deemed the most valuable of his productions. He had witk 
apenetcating eye marked the mannw in ^iiich the underrtandiiig 
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of duldren ii unfolded, and the progress of thdr ptniont. Henee 
muiy of his opinitHis with regard to the best methods of 
treating them are jadidous, and may be adopted witk 
adrantage. 
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A .—Page 143. 

The glorie* J¥om their pltene* tffiu^d surpau 
Those Niagttra botuU — — 

THE cataract of Niagara displays a scene of beaaty and 
grandeur, to which an equal cannot easily be found, By an 
accurate mensuration made with mathematical instmmaitB 
its hdgfat is ascertained to be one hundred and thiry^«eren fiset. 
The noise may be heard to the distance of more than forty milei 
Vapours rise in clouds from the bottom like a thick amaolBe. 
During a calm they ascend very high, but are broken and dissipated 
by a storm. Every day when the sun shines, from ten in the 
morning to two in the afternoon, the vapours, ftom certain points 
of view, exhilHt a magnificent rainbow, and sometimes two or 
three within each other. The lustre of the rainbow is alway* 
proportioned to the denuty of the vapoiur. 



B.— Page 148, 

Shall hetuBong rush, and led by valient TELL, 

THE Swiss had long groaned under the oppression of tyruta, 
At length in the fourteenth century GRISLER, whom ALBER 
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of Austria had invested ^ith the government of Uri, carried his 
insolence and cruelty to such a pitch of extravaguice, that the 
whole canton rose in arms i^inst him, and beings joined bjr som e 
of the neighbouring provinces defeated the Austriaus in various 
successive engagements. It is affinned that WILLIAM TELL 
slew GRISLER with his own hand, nor is there any cause why 
the affirmation should be doubted; but that -this celetaited 
archer struck an apple from the head of his son wi th an arrow 
at the command of the tyrant, does not appear to be entitled to 
the same credit. The whole story has too much the semblance 
of fable to be easily received except by those whose national 
vanity is flattered by it. But the Swiss had no occasion to 
embellish their history with fictions : the firandation of their 
repuUic is an event that affords truths suffiriently marvellous. 
Defended by their mountains this brave people long resisted the 
whole power of Austria, and, always engaging with very inferior 
forces, finally established their liberty by sixty pitched 
battles. 



C— Page 150. 

While foreign -weaJtk, in heaps projiuely hurPd, 
Bespeaks the grand emp9rium of the world. 

THE following verses ofSCALIGER are here inserted, as they 
strongly contrast the acquired opulence of the Batavian provinces 
with thdr natural infecundity. 

S 
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Ignonta tiue r^ram mixmcola teme 

Doma, perQpriniB non habitara fidem. 
Omnia lanitium lanat textrina MSnervse, 

LanigerM tamen hine Mnmus abesse grega* 
Non cafnunt operas fiibrilea oppida vestra ; 

Nolla fiibris tamen hsec ligna nunistrat hmniu. 
Hbrrea triticese nimpunt hie fra^ acervi: 

Pascna hie tamen, est non cerealis ager. 
Hie munerosa men stipantur doUa eellis : 

Quae vineta eolat nulla putator habet. 
Ific nulla, aut ecrte seges est rarissima lini : 

Lanifid tamen copia major uln ? 
Hie mediis hnlntamus aquis : qnis credere poteit: 

£t tamen hie nulLe, Doosa, bibuiitur aquae. 



D.— Page 152. 

For Pretie* rai**d in every tovm shall teem 
With foreign learning in tAundant stream. 

An immense number of books in almost every language andeBt 
as well as modem was at one period published in HoUand, and 
circulated through the greatest part of Europe. Hie impretsioiii 
were remarkable for their superiority of elegance, for the inge 
nuity and skill of the Dutch letter founders was unrivalled : they 
supplied t he most celebrated presses of other nations with types. 
Nor was the paper manufactured in this country held in less 

Estimation, as it was distinguished by the closeness of its texture 

and the purity of its whiteness. 
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E^Page 154. 

NASSAU, a tout that wtth a noble firitkt 

THE praite of equanimity may be justly claimed by WILLIAM 
IIL but to this our enconuum must be bounded. He neither 
poMcued the sensibilities of a humane man, the discriminadni; 
taste and delicate perceptions of a man of genius, nor the liberal 
■IHxit of a hero. 



F.^ ^Page 154. 

And lei the Prince who on Ms people trod, 
Tet deemed the outrage oanctify'd by GOD. 

JAMES IL was endowed by Nature with qualities fitted to 
make a good King; but his mind was unfortunately depraved hf 
eariy impressions of bigotry. He wished to render his people 
happy, but conceiving the reesubhshment of popery necessary 
to the attainment of this object, he had recourse to such measorea 
of violence, as, if endured without resistance, would have changed 
the limited prerogatives of monarchy into a compete despotiim* 

THE END. 
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